Gordon W. Watts

821 Alicia Road

Lakeland, FL 33801-2113
Tue. 10 Aug. 2003

Hon. Thomas D. Hall, Clerk

Supreme Court of Florida

500 South Duval Street

Tallahassee, FL 32399-1927


RE: 
Compliance with Rule 9.420 to effect service upon all proper parties



Case No.: SC04-0925, Bush v. Schiavo
Dear Attorney and Clerk Hall and Most Honorable Court and staff:


The purpose for my writing is the fact that it has come to my attention that my service to certain parties in a “Supplemental Certificate of Service” might get overlooked, and as a courtesy to the court and parties, I am pointing out this phenomenon.


Under RULE 9.420, of the Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure, I, as a prospective Amicus, must serve all proper parties, and to the extent that I determined which parties had an interest, I so served them, as my previous certificates of service indicate.


However, now noticing that a large contingent of other prospective participants have become involved in this case, I am unable to interpret whether RULE 9.420(b) refers to these prospective Amicii as well, when it says: “A copy of all documents…shall…be served on each of these parties.”


Even though I honestly don’t think I am obligated to serve prospective Amicii (and even though most parties have not served copies to me), I will take the high road and be safe: I will serve all parties my new filing, the Notice of Supplemental Authority, and in the case of parties I have not served, I shall serve them all the materials they missed in my Answer Amicus Brief.

The details are contained in the Supplemental Certificate of Service in this filing today.


While I am not required “legally,” to notify the court of this action, it appears to be the most respectful action for all parties, because without notice, the court and parties might have overlooked the Supplemental Certificate tucked away in the end of my filing today. I was able to obtain what I think to be a complete service list from Attorney Camille Godwin’s Reply brief, and I effectively copied her service list. Even though all parties are “important,” I am only serving This Court by overnight mail, as a professional courtesy. All other parties shall receive standard First Class U.S. Postal Service, and, hopefully be able to view said filings online at the official court website, as I have been able to do.


To give the parties the “heads up,” I am including a copy of my letter to you and your court.







Gordon Wayne Watts






Gordon W. Watts


