Text 1

Introduction

        Many of you frequently ask, “Why should we have to learn Spanish?” “Why aren’t we learning French, or even German?” Well, the answer lies in the same history that explains why we speak English, in the United States. It goes back to colonial times when European nations spread their language and culture throughout the New World and to the Far East. The most successful colonial powers were the English, French and Spanish.  

        The Age of exploration began with the Spanish, who through their patronage of Christopher Columbus were able to claim for themselves these newly “discovered” lands. They were able to dominate the Western Hemisphere as they became very wealthy plundering all these lands for wealth. By colonizing (establishing their language, culture and political dominance) these lands, they succeeded in spreading their language throughout much of these vast colonial possessions, which have remained hispanophonic (speaking and practicing Spanish language and culture) until today. 

        Similarly, in the United States, which is a former English colony, we speak English. However, because of the economic power and popularity of American lifestyle, which is derived largely from English culture, especially its legal and political systems, English has become even more popular than Spanish. The use of English in the United States has caused English to be even more popular than it already was. The English were very successful at spreading their language and culture to the far corners of the Earth. There was once a famous statement that the “Sun never set on the British Empire.”

        Although, neither the British nor Spanish Empires exists anymore, the influence of these powerful cultures remain wherever they took root. For this reason, in order to understand why we speak the languages that we do, it is necessary to study these languages and cultures.

        In the United States, there is growing importance of the Spanish language because of the immigration of millions of Spanish speaking people from the former Spanish Empire of the Western Hemisphere. Most of the countries in this region that are our neighbors are hispanophone. Of the thirteen countries in South America, nine are Hispanic. In Central America, six of the seven counties are Spanish speaking. In that regard, it is important to understand the language and culture of such a large influx of immigrants. 

Furthermore, Spanish has become one of the principal languages used at the United Nations.  

