PROPOSAL

Youth Initiative for Peace: Focus on South Asia
AIMS:
• to use the arts (visual & performing) to improve communication & create understanding.

• to remove prejudices and biases towards people from the SAARC region.

• to make the participants realize where their strengths lie (i.e. which mediums of communication are their strong points).

• to focus on different cultures from the SAARC region in an effort to make others aware of these cultures.

• to make the participants aware of each region’s history, conflicts & present economic situation

• finally, to motivate the participants to chalk out further initiatives, that can be taken by them, in their home countries, using the mediums discussed.

HOW:
• Theme: by dedicating each day of the conference to one of the SAARC countries:

(i) food, clothing and decorations from the country

(ii) a brief workshop on the conflicts, geography, history & economic situation of the country (short films, slideshows of photographs, etc.)

(iii) cultural aspect: dances, songs, short plays (arranged by YIP and the participants)

• Media: the importance of the media, as well as the importance of each medium of communication being focused on (dance/music/ painting/writing). Allowing the participants to realize that everyone’s strength lies in different areas.

• Art Workshops: Workshops about using art to promote peace (the central theme of the conference)

(i) Dance: a) ask dancers who are also activists to talk about how they have used dance for activism; b) discussions with the participants about how they can use dance as a medium to promote peace; c) a short performance.

(ii) Song: a) ask singers to talk about their music, the things they have done to promote peace, and the impact they have made; b) Peace Choir*: the peace choir coordinator talks about what they have achieved and about how to set one up in each country; c) discussion about what can be achieved through the peace choir as well as song in general; d) peace choir performs; e) song writing (maybe after the creative writing workshop) ( coming up with a song in all of the national languages (a verse in each), e.g. the “we who believe in freedom”.

(iii) Drama: a) ask a theatre group/director to hold a workshop on drama’s use in the past (e.g during Zia-ul-Haq’s time); b) impact of the work they have done; c) working with the students to create a theatre group, and creating a play d) a short performance; e) constant role-plays throughout the camp, to understand the situation better.

(iv) Literature and Creative Writing: a) going through the work of various revolutionary poets from each region (e.g. Faiz from Pakistan); b) inviting a few activist poets and writers to read extracts from their poetry/prose and explain their contributions; c) how to use writing to spread awareness (articles, stories, etc.( combine with workshops on the media); d) discuss the role the media plays and ways to use it to our advantage, i.e. when and how to write for maximum impact.

(v) Photography: a) photography workshop by a photographer who has used his photographs to promote a cause; b) how the participants can be a part of ongoing projects, as well as what they can do in their home country.

(vi) Painting: a) Workshop by an artist who has been an activist, showing work that has been done by him/her ; b) examples of the work of different children all over the world, and the impact it has made; c) discussions about what the participants can do when they get back (poster competitions, murals, etc. within the SAARC region) to promote peace, tackle economic depression, illiteracy, etc; d) construction of a mural/sculpture: giving a tile to each participant & facilitator, and then putting it together to form a mural, or cementing the tiles on to a concrete cube to form a sculpture. The sculpture can be submitted to public parks or cultural centers.

• Peace and Conflict Resolution Workshops: a) the basic requirements for conflict resolution, and things to keep in mind during discussions (conference ethics); b) workshops about the methods that have been used for conflict resolution and why they have/ have not worked; c) how to adopt these methods during the conference and otherwise.

• SAARC Strengthening: a) a workshop about the current economic and political situation, as well as methods that can be adopted to change this; b) basic awareness about how the SAARC body runs, and changes that should and can be adopted (if needed).

• Further Initiatives:  a) using what they have learnt, participants are asked to come up with a plan for further initiatives (i.e. what they plan to do, and how); b) dividing up into groups (i.e. theatre/song/etc.) based on their interest as well as strengths; c) building a network, and expanding it using visual and performing arts; d) give examples of what IFP: Focus on Kashmir has achieved and intends to achieve.

DETAILS:

• Requirements for participants:

(i) an entry (article/film/newspaper clippings/ tape/etc.) showing the work they have done, the work they intend to do, and why they want to attend the conference;

(ii) a teacher’s recommendation

(iii) financial information (if they ask for financial aid). Acceptance is need-blind.

• Venue: Lahore, at a local school/college

• Age: students between the ages 15 and 19

• Number: 8 students per SAARC country (total= 56)

• Length & Dates: 8-9 days (not confirmed; tentatively 14th to the 22nd December)

• Costs (approximate): 2-way fares + boarding + meals + conference expenses

For Further Information about the conference, please contact:

Ragni Kidvai: (Karachi)

Ph. #s: 

92-21-589-7228

92-21-538-0986

92-300-824-7985

Email:

ragni@kidvai.com
OR

Rabia Mir: (UWC Atlantic)

Email:

rabia_gmir@yahoo.co.uk
OR

Email YIP at:

yippak@hotmail.com 

