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They come into the set walking hand in hand. Even from the distance, you can see they are smiling. The way they look at each other reveals the truth. It is no more a rumor, it is no more the tender smile the fans of the show are waiting for. Andrew and Monica, the angels that for nine years visited millions of homes every Sunday, are definitely in love.


We wait for them to get make up for the photo session after the interview, and it goes faster. Half an hour and five rolls had been taken, most of the pictures confirming what many Touched by an Angel fans waited for years. Make up is ready and we start the interview. They take a seat in a couch in front of us and he wastes no time in wrapping an arm around her shoulders.

Starmagazine: John, Roma, no rumors this time...

Roma Downey: No, no rumors. (She turns to look at him and they smile at each other) It is true.

SM:  We talk about years of suspicions. Once and again there were notes saying you had gone out together or that you were dating. Why did you finally decide to talk about your relationship?

John Dye: We think it’s time to finish with the rumors.

RD: Keep it in secret was giving just more chances for the rumors to grow.

SM: So, we’re talking about years of relationship?

RD: No.

JD: Yes.

(They look at each other again and laugh)

SM: How so? Yes or not?

RD: It’s not been that long.

JD: It’s not been that long for you, but for me it’s been nine years now... I even confessed that on TV but none believed me! (Roma looks at him in surprise, as saying ‘I never knew!’) I did! At “True stories”, a special episode we did at the end of season four.

SM: You mean the behind the scenes where you showed that add saying you had a crush on her...

JD: Yeah!

RD: (Chuckling) You were joking!

JD: No, I wasn’t! I meant it, I really did! But none believed me, you least than all! (He kisses her on the cheek)
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Season four saw the romance growing...
SM: Then, when did you first realize you were in love?

JD: (Roma laughs nervously) I realized about five minutes after I first talked to her!

SM: But she was married then, John. How did you feel about that?

JD: (He clears his throat before answering. Roma looks away) I remember my first thought was ‘God, here you go again, John. Foolishly in love with an impossible...’

SM: And you kept it to yourself all these years?

JD: Yes, and just being able to stay close to her and see her practically everyday was enough for me then. 

SM: How about you, Roma? It wasn’t fast for you, I believe.

RD: No, it wasn't. I didn't want to go through hard times again, and especially with someone my daughter loves a lot.

SM: And when did you first realize you were in love with John?
RD: Well... I guess I didn’t realize it from the start. John was my greatest supporter during some of the saddest moments in my life, I don’t know what I would’ve done without him. He stood by my side, always with his arms wide open and ready to comfort me... (she looks at him with a slight smile on her face, and John returns the look). But there was one day, when we were filming the episode ‘Netherlands’, on season 7...

(at that moment, Johns chuckles and a her smile becomes wider)

JD: I never thought how much I’d love to be a stand by! (he laughs now)

SM: What happened on that episode?

RD: Well... John had to replace the actor who would kiss me so that the director could set the cameras and our positions... 

SM: So... you mean you guys kissed?

BOTH: Yes...

JD: (playfully) It was for a good cause... (he places a kiss on her cheek) 

SM: Wow, that could be a good scene for a DVD extra!

JD: Yes, but I don’t think they kept that material... 

RD: (She blushes and smiles tenderly) I felt like a teenager. It seemed my first kiss ever. On that moment, when I looked at John’s eyes right before we kissed, I knew in my heart that what I felt for him wasn’t only a close friendship anymore... It was then that I realized how much love I had inside my heart.

(He tightens his hold on her and pulls her closer to him, kissing the top of her head)

SM: You mentioned you didn’t want to go through hard times with someone your daughter loves very much. How did Reilly react to your romance? 

(both look at each other and smile)

RD: Reilly is so happy... She is one of our greatest supporters! 

JD: (playfully) That little one is smart! She saw the possibilities before everybody else!

RD: She loves Johnny. He practically raised her, he was the first one to hear her speaking, he was the one to hold her when she was a little baby while I was filming... She even calls him ‘Papa Bear’! Reilly grew very attached to him and whenever she stays far from Johnny, even if it’s only for a few days, she misses him terribly.

JD: That little one is just adorable, she’s like... well, like a little angel in our lives. I’ve already said, in another interview, how much I love kids and when we’re talking about Reilly... She’s very special to me, I feel responsible for her, you know. I love her as if she were my own.

SM: And tell me, with so many rumors about a possible romance, when exactly did you start dating?

JD: It was in a night, in the porch, when we were finishing season 8.

RD: Yes, we were about to finish season 8.

SM: And who made the first move?

JD: Well, I did...

RD: Yes, Johnny was the first one to speak, but I guess we were both deeply in love already and, well, we both confessed our feelings to each other that night.

SM: And how was it? 

JD: (takes a deep breath) I guess I never felt so nervous in my whole life! I was about to confess something that had been going on for years and I suddenly got terrified with the fact that she wouldn’t feel the same! But then I told her I loved her and... when I looked in her eyes and we kissed... I guess I never felt so happy!

RD: (looks at him tenderly) I can say the same thing. As a matter of fact, I couldn’t believe at first that Johnny was in love with me... I thought that it was too good to be true but... when I heard the words ‘I love you’ from his lips and when we kissed I felt, you know, butterflies fluttering in my stomach... So much joy...

SM: What about Della? Was she another supporter of your romance? Was she the first one to know about it? 

(they look at each other and laugh)

JD: Well... yes, she was one of the first to know about it... though we didn’t exactly tell her about it...

SM: How is that so?

RD: We had been dating for about a month and nobody knew about it, but there were so many rumors that we decided that, at least for that year, we should spend Christmas away from each other and Johnny went to his parents’ house.

JD: And I ended up not being able to take my flight because of the weather, it was snowing a lot. So I came back to Roma’s house really late at night; Reilly, Della and Steven were sleeping already. I was happy to be back but I was also exhausted for being so many hours in an airport. Then, after having our late Christmas dinner, Roma and I set in the living room and ended up sleeping in front of the fireplace!

(they laugh)

SM: So... when did you guys wake up?

RD: Well, basically with Reilly and Della staring at us holding onto each other on the following morning...

SM: And? How was their reaction?

JD: Very... contrasting, I’d say...

RD: Reilly was yelling in our ears and jumping with a happy smile while Della... well... She was a little bit upset with the fact that we hadn’t told her anything about us before...

JD: She got maaad at us because we didn’t say anything!

RD: But it was just because it was all so new to us... I had just found myself so in love with Johnny and he was corresponding my feelings... I hadn’t felt so happy in years. But we wanted to preserve Reilly and tell her everything at the right time and the rumors in the press only made us be even more careful. We were so afraid that we kept that feeling for ourselves and, even involuntarily, we ended up hiding it from Della too.

JD: But later we had a long talk to both Reilly and Della and they are really our greatest supporters.

SM: When do you intend to get married?

RD:

JD: 
SM: Where do you intend to go on honeymoon?

RD: I guess somewhere with beaches... He loves beaches and I love the ocean... We haven’t decided yet but I’ve been thinking about an island... the Caribbean perhaps...
JD: Anywhere will be like Heaven for me just to be with her! (they hug again, and he kisses her cheek in adoration)
SM: What about children? Roma has one already but don’t you want to be a father too, John?
JD: I already have one! (when we look at him in surprise, he adds) Reilly is my daughter, I’ve always said that! (He gets serious) Really, of course I’d like to have a baby with the woman I love but it’s not that I won’t love her as much if we don’t have any more babies... My life is complete with her and Reilly.
RD: I agree with John... Of course I’d like to have a baby with him, but one of the things I’m more grateful for is him loving Reilly as much as he does. I always said that if someone loved me, he would have to love my daughter too... Only that when I said that I didn’t think I had already gotten that man already...
SM: What was the greatest proof of love John has showed you, Roma?
RD: Staying together with me during the good and bad times even knowing that I was married and without asking anything but friendship... It goes beyond words. He changed my world, I'm different now because he helped me to grow stronger. When had I lost all my hope he showed me love. Johnny came into my life sent from above and I love him with all my heart and soul.
 
SM: And you John? 
JD: She gives me a proof of love every single day we are together. I treasure everything about her, from the most simple things, such as the way she looks at me, to the way she shares her life with me.  Roma’s love is the best present I ever received in my whole life and I know I’ll carry here (he points to his heart) forever.
SM: Do you  have plans of starring a movie together?

JD: Yes, in fact we are already working on a project with Steven Reese, Della’s husband, and filming starts in a few weeks.

SM: And is it a love story?

RD and JD: Yes, it is. 
SM: What is it about?

JD: The film is about a guy who’s been in love with a girl for years and when he finally has the courage to tell her so, a lot of things happen in the way and he can’t manage to tell her he loves her. 

SM: mmm... that story sounds quite familiar...

(laughs)

SM: And is the girl in love with him? Tell us more about your character, Roma.

RD: Yes, she loves him deeply, but she thinks he sees her as a friend and there’ll never be a romance between both of them. So she decides to go back to her home land – Ireland, and to leave her life in America behind to try to forget him. Alice is a teacher who came to The USA to take her Master’s Degree in Literature. She meets Sean, John’s character, who Physics Professor at the same University, and the 2 become friends after a series of clumsily and disastrous encounters. She’s a kind hearted woman, who’s a wee bit confused and trying to adjust herself to the American life style; in fact, she’s a dreamer, sort of a poetic character. It’s been a joy to perform her!  

SM: What about your character, John?

JD: Well, Sean is that guy who has an extraordinary intelligence; as Roma said, he’s a very talented and respected Physicist. But when it comes about his feelings, he’s a total disaster, unable to ‘rationalize’ them like he does with the most complicated equations. And the fact that he loves Alice so deeply only makes it more difficult for him to express it. But he’ll try to, many times, and lots of obstacles will stop him from confessing his true feelings.

SM: Sounds like a charming love story, like yours, doesn’t it?

(They look at each other smiling tenderly; John tightens his hold on her once more.)

JD: What Roma and I have goes beyond words for me. I’ve never felt so happy and so blessed for having this woman at my side; she’s the love of my life, the one I’ll be holding and kissing until I get 100 years old!”

RD: (gazes at him with sparkling eyes and strokes his cheek) I can say yes to the question, though ours is the best love story I’ve even known and I’m sure that it’ll last for the rest of my life.

SM: Well guys Stars Magazine wishes you a lot of success on this project and many many happiness in your personal life too!
Secrets are finally over...  John Dye and Roma Downey tell us everything about their relationship.





“True stories”, the first public confession...











