9:1
1st yr.  Of reign – 539 B.C. – near to the end of 70 yrs.

9:2
cf. Jer. 25:11-12


books: scriptural books in general


Daniel’s prayer vs. 4 –

I. Israel’s guilt vs. 4-14

A. sin of the people vs. 4-10

B. God’s punishment vs. 11-14

II. Plea for Mercy  vs. 15-19

9:3 “set my face…”


Phil Roberts: “toward Jerusalem – cf. 6:10”


Young: figuratively – set his mind toward God






(Why? Reactionary?)


1 Kings 8:22-61



Solomon’s prayer of dedication



See esp. vs. 31,33, and esp. 46-50



Conclusive for Roberts’ interpretation

9:4 – 9:11
See early notes on Covenant  (sorry, Jim. I can’t find those)



Preamble


Historical Prologue


Laws

Vs. 11 focuses here(
Blessings & Cursings   Lev. 26 (Mt. Sinai)  Dt. 28 (2nd generation remake on Plains of Moab)



Witnesses



Dt. 28:36, 49-53, 64-66

Prayer of Daniel is in keeping with the legal contract, the covenant of the law –


The Captivity

70 yrs.
Began
605 as opposed to 606


Ended
539 as opposed to 539

66 yrs., but could be stretched couple of years

70 was a round number

Actual return is vague – but decree was definitely 539 B.C.

Why “70 yrs” of captivity?


Lev. 26:34-35


Duration of captivity tied to land enjoying sabbaths which had been neglected


Lev. 25 – year of Jubilee (rest)



7 yrs.   70 = complete rest

9:23 Young identifies “command” as the command to go and rebuild the temple

9:24ff crucial passage


Most important passage in all scripture to premillennialists!

4 interpretations of 70 weeks

Traditional
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Liberal
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Keil

Dispensational
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9:24ff
disputed phrases

vs. 24
(1)
70 

weeks or 7’s? Young: “7’s, not necessarily wks.”





If 70 weeks, weeks ofyrs? Literal weeks of days? Purely symbolical?

(2) “thy people”
Jews only? (dispensationalits say yes)

all saved?

“thy holy city”
Physical or spiritual?

(3) “to finish transgression”
Literally end of all sin?

Merely restrain sin?

“make an end of sin”
Literally end of all sin?




Or sealing up and reserving sin for judgment?

(4) “bring in everlasting

righteousness”

righteousness of Christ through faith,

or political righteousness of millenial reign?

(5) “to seal up vision

& prophecy”

To keep vision & prophecy from being made,

or to completely fulfilll all previous prophecy,

or to validate prophecy,i.e. to confirm validity of prophecy by a few examples?


(6)
“annoint the Most Holy”
Israel?






Temple?






Christ?

vs. 25
(7)
“going forth of the
Which commandment?

commandment”


Any of various issued by the Lord?





Edict of Cyrus, 539 B.C.





Edict of Artaxerxes (Ezra) 458 BC?





Edict of Artaxerxes (Neh.) 444 BC?

(8) prince comes

shall be seven weeks. 62 weks and shall be rebuilt

or, shall be seven & 3 score & two weeks. The city shall be…?


(9)
Jerusalem

Historic Jerusalem or the church?

vs. 26
(10)
After 62 weeks (w/7,=69)
at end of?






in the 70th





after 69th but before 70th?


(11)
“cut off”


killed? Or simply rejected?


(12)
“prince that shall come”
Antiochus Epiphanes?






Christ, the Messiah?






Titus?






Antichrist?

vs. 27
(13)
 “he”


Messiah?






Or Prince that shall come as distinguished from Messiah?


(14)
“covenant”

what kind of covenant?

The Dispensational Approach
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vs. 24
(1)
70 


= 70 weeks of years, 444 B.C. – A.D. 33,

i.e. 483 prophetic years of 360 days + 70th = 490 years.

(2)
“thy people”

Jews only

“thy holy city”

Physical

(3)
“to finish transgression”


“make an end of sin”
sacrifice on cross at 1st advent

(4) “bring in everlasting

righteousness”

2nd Coming

(5) “to seal up vision

& prophecy”

fulfilling of all prophecy is referred to by “sealing up”


(6)
“annoint the Most Holy”
dedication of the millennial temple (Ezek. 40-48) primarily

vs. 25
(7)
“going forth of the


commandment”

ASV punctuation     * Nehemiah 2:1-8,

Edict of Artaxerxes I, 444 B.C., or command of Artaxerxes

They argue that this is the only time that the temple was

commanded to be rebuilt and the city was to be rebuilt

(8) prince comes

anointed one
Christ at 1st advent,  “shall be seven & 3 score & two weeks.” The city shall be…


(9)
Jerusalem

Physical Jerusalem

vs. 26
(10)
After 69 weeks (62+7)
after 69th but before 70th . i.e., not in the 69th nor in 70th wk.

Vs. 26 describes beginning of Gap


(11)
“cut off”


crucifixion and general rejection






**destruction of city and sanctuary – A.D. 70






**people of the prince- Romans of Old Empire under Titus






**prince himself – Antichrist of future Rome


(12)
“prince that shall come”
Antichrist

vs. 27
(13)
 “he”


Prince that shall come is the antecedent of “he”





(Week count has been resumed after the Gap introduced in vs. 26. )


(14)
“covenant”

one made the antichrist w/ the Jews at the beginning

of the 7yr  tribulation;   “midst of the week” – after

3 ½ yrs., Antichrist turns against the Jews, breaking

the coveanant

Weakness of Dispensational Approach

1) computation difficulties w/ literal 70 wks. Of years

2) Dumb to separate 70th wk. From 69th wk.

3) 70 weeks are decreed – literally:70 weeks is decreed – therefore would suggest unified period

4) people of prince separated from the prince by 2000 years

5) Things accomplished in 70 weeks are accomplished outside 70 wks (purpose clauses, e.g., “to make reconciliation”)  i.e., in the Gap. Also, fulfilling of prophecy from “sealing up”

6) Suppose Jews had accepted Christ – What about “cutting off” etc.??
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Valid Approach

vs. 24
(1)
70 sevens

70 wks, symbolical- intentionally indefinite

Levitical Cycle, 7th day, 7th yr, 49 yrs and 50th 

is Jubilee is 1st of next 49;

70 sevens, each seven = 1 Jubilee

So 70 sevens = 10 Jubilees, i.e., a round number

of  Jubiliees. Idea of rest and completion of work

& freedom of land all suggest Redemption and

Deliverance – All points to our rest

(2)
“thy people”

Physical Jews

“thy holy city”

Physical Jerusalem

(3)
“restrain transgression”


“seal up sin”

--preferred translations




reconciliation/atonement, the work/sacrifice of Christ




sin sealed = doom is sealed




i.e. reserved for judgment, destruction of city

(6) “everlasting

righteousness”

of God through faith in Christ, justification

(7) “to seal up vision

& prophecy”

to validate prophecy rather than to completely fulfill

(6) “annoint the Most Holy”
anointing of Christ at 1st advent

vs. 25
(7)
“going forth of the


commandment”

Ezra 1 – Decree of Cyrus in 539 B.C.

(9) prince comes

anointed one
“shall be seven & 3 score & two weeks.” The city shall be…


(9)
Jerusalem

Physical Jerusalem

vs. 26
(10)
After 69 weeks (62+7)
in 70th wk.


(11)
“cut off”


crucifixion


(12)
“prince that shall come”
Titus

vs. 27
(13)
 “he”


Two possibilities: Titus or Christ

Roberts says, Christ, “anointed one” is antecedent of “he”

(14)
“covenant”

cause to prevail, not necessarily broken at end of week





The covenant made w/ Abraham, fulfilledin Christ (Gal 3)

“w/ many” – the Jews shall cause the sacrifice to cease – 

nailed to the cross

rest of the vs., destruction odf Jerusalem – Mt. 24:15

Dispensationalist’s beginning date

Sir Robert Anderson: Decree of Artaxerxes – 445 + (69x7) = A.D. 38, which cannot be

Some consider the fact that Hebrews counted 360 days to a year. They began each year at the appearance of the first new moon after vernal equinox and therefore the lacking days were accounted for by being added in on occasion. Anderson therefore concludes that in prophecy, a year was counted only as 360 days w/o the additional days.

Then 445 + (69x7 years of 360 days) = A.D. 32

But astronomical evidence allows for Passover to fall on Thursday or Friday in A.D. 27, 29(?), 30 & 33, but not A.D. 32. (See Jack Finegan)

So recent Dispensational solution proposed by H. Hoenher: Rather than starting at 445, we ought to start at 444 B.C. which gives a date of A.D. 33.

So current (at least, current 20 years ago when I took these notes!) popular idea is

444 B.C. _____________________________________ A.D. 33

Problems w/ all this

1) Absurd to argue loss of years via 360 days

2) 444 date rather than 445 not supported

3) A.D. 33 is unlikely when correlated w/ Gal. 1 and with Jesus’ statement in Jn. of Temple being built 46 yrs. Josephus indicates it was begun 19 B.C. which puts Jesus’ statement in A.D. 26 or 27. Jesus was crucified w/in 3 yrs.

4) ***Major Objection*** Must make decree of Artaxerxes the beginning of the 70 wks which is totally contrary to context which includes time of Cyrus’ decree as being significant and relevant. Angel of chapt. 9 is saying now that one period of 70 ends and the next begins

Daniel: “We’ve come to the end of 70, now what?”

Angel:  “You’veot another 70 starting”


Is. 44:28 – Cyrus ordained rebuilding of Temple & City

Chapter 9 is 1st yr. Of Darius and therefore 1st year of Cyrus – That is the year of Cyrus’ decree which was 539 B.C.


2 Chron. 36:20-23 –Decree of Cyrus.

Valid Approach

Prophecy of Jerus. – 70 yrs. based on Lev. 26 curse of captivity when land would enjoy its sabbath rest

2 Chron. 36:21 ties 70 yrs of prophecy of Jerus. to land enjoying its rest. Failed to observe 70 sabbaths of 490 yrs. (these numbers are symbolic!) therefore 70 yrs. of captivity make-up for 70 yrs. of land’s missed sabbaths.

Chapter 9, Daniel is reading Jeremiah prophcy which is tied to all this – This is the context in which the angel prophesies the coming 70 sevens

Sabbath Day

Sabbath Year

Jubilee = 49 yrs.

70 7’s = 10 Jubilees

Symbolic of rest, completion of work, release of slaves, redemption of various things

All point to work of Christ

Good sources on 9:24-27

(1) Young’s extended comments “Good”

(2) J Barton Payne The Goal of Daniel’s 70 weeks Journal of Evangelical Theological Society (JETS)  vol. 21 Jun ’78 pp. 97-115   “Good”

(3) Meredith G. Klein “The Covenant of the70th Week” (article in The Law & the Prophets ed. By John Skilton, pp. 452-469 (Calvinist) “Good”

(4) Dispensational Approach – Hoehner “Chronological Aspects of the Life of Christ, part VI” in Bibliotheca Sacra, vol. 133 ’75 pp. 47-65  “Lousy”  - Dallas Theological Seminary
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