
But GAME, which has already 

mobilised large-scale opposition, 

is urging the thousands and thou-

sands who do not want M6 expan-

sion to make their views clear to  

members of the new government.  

Tell them! 

Do you want to stop the widening 

of the M6 through Staffordshire 

and Cheshire? 

Then tell the new government, tell 

it now, and tell it loudly! 

• tell Ruth Kelly, the new Secre-

tary of State for Transport: 

ruth.kelly@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

• tell Tom Harris, Parliamentary 

Undersecretary of State for 

Transport (responsible for the 

Highways Agency and the    

strategic roads network):            

Tom.Harris@dft.gsi.gov.uk    

• tell other key ministers (see p 4) 

• and don’t forget to tell Nick 

Curwen at the Highways Agency 

itself:  

ha_info@highways.gsi.gov.uk 

Powerful forces are against us.  

Recently the Freight Transport 

Association’s West Midlands 

Freight Council urged the govern-

ment to go ahead and drown the 

Staffordshire/Cheshire countryside 

in more tarmac and concrete.           

Stop M6 widening!  
Tell her, tell him, tell them all 

Government decision - latest timescales 

At £3 billion, the current estimated 

cost for M6 widening has already 

increased massively from the 2002 

estimate of £600 million. The 

scheme is still not part of the Gov-

ernment’s approved road building 

programme, and our aim is to keep 

it that way. 

 

Currently, the Highways Agency is 

still working on modelling and 

appraising the scheme to make the 

Business Case for widening. Origi-

nally scheduled for the New Year 

of 2007, the latest official estimate 

is that the work will be completed 

‘later in the Autumn’. The Secre-

tary of State for Transport will 

then consider the Business Case 

before making the final decision 

whether or not to approve the 

scheme.  

 

National environmental and trans-

port groups, together with Newcas-

tle Borough Council, have how-

ever commissioned Professor Phil 

Goodwin, a leading transport con-

sultant, to review and examine this 

Business Case. The Department 

for Transport has agreed to con-

sider his report as part of its as-

sessment. This is a major victory 

for consultation, and gives the best 

chance of ensuring that all the 

implications, costs and alternatives 

are taken into account. 

 

Meanwhile, our postcards and 

letters, together with lobbying at 

national level urging the Govern-

ment to look at alternative option 

to reduce traffic, are very impor-

tant at this stage in the decision 

making process  
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Say no to motorway 
expansion 

• We stopped plans 

for a tolled express-

way parallel to the 

M6 between       

Cannock and  

Knutsford 

• Now the govern-

ment wants to 

widen the M6    

instead 

• We are part of a 

wide network of 

individuals, groups 

and communities 

campaigning to stop 

motorway madness 
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How to get involved 4 

Yet another GAME stall in Stafford Market Square 



Stand up for our rights 
 

The Government intends to 

change the law on major plan-

ning applications such as road 

schemes, which will reduce the 

rights of communities and 

individuals to have their say. 

For more details and to re-

spond to the Planning White 

Paper (deadline 17 Aug), see 

www.planningdisaster.co.uk 
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‘do the most 

dangerous of things ... 

analyse the business 

case!’ 

over 30 years. What message 

does this level of road-building 

send to the traveller about how 

seriously the government takes 

sustainable transport? Imagine 

what could be done with these 

vast sums of money if they were 

spent on improving public trans-

port.  

 

Rebecca Lush, Roads & Climate 

Campaigner, Transport 2000  

than the annual rail budget, and 

this is just to add another lane. 

This year the Government has to 

make the difficult decision on 

whether to approve adding an 

extra lane to the M6 between 

Birmingham and Manchester 

into the roads programme at a 

cost of £2.9bn for just 51 miles, 

making widening cost £57m a 

mile. The M25 widening PFI 

will cost the taxpayer over £5bn 

Rebecca Lush is one of GAME’s major Rebecca Lush is one of GAME’s major Rebecca Lush is one of GAME’s major Rebecca Lush is one of GAME’s major 

national supporters.  In a letter to the national supporters.  In a letter to the national supporters.  In a letter to the national supporters.  In a letter to the 

IndependentIndependentIndependentIndependent she pointed out how much  she pointed out how much  she pointed out how much  she pointed out how much 

money the government is ready to money the government is ready to money the government is ready to money the government is ready to 

lavish on M6 widening.lavish on M6 widening.lavish on M6 widening.lavish on M6 widening.    

Sir: Not only has the government 

made motoring cheaper (front 

page, 18 July), but it is also sub-

sidising more motoring with a 

£13bn road-building programme. 

The M1 widening project is now 

estimated to cost £5.1bn, more 

M6 widening: £57 million per mile 
 

Widening would not solve their  problems 
 

Chris Crean is Campaigns CoChris Crean is Campaigns CoChris Crean is Campaigns CoChris Crean is Campaigns Co----ordinator ordinator ordinator ordinator 
for West Midlands Friends of the Earth.   for West Midlands Friends of the Earth.   for West Midlands Friends of the Earth.   for West Midlands Friends of the Earth.   
Here he advises us on the next steps.Here he advises us on the next steps.Here he advises us on the next steps.Here he advises us on the next steps.    
    

GAME is doing a fantastic job of 

galvanising opposition to the 

widening of the M6 across Staf-

fordshire and Cheshire. It is also 

fantastic to have the support of 

Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough 

Council in the engagement of 

Professor Phil Goodwin. We 

were amazed by totally over-the- 

top reaction by the business 

community to the news that we 

had engaged Professor Goodwin 

to do the most dangerous of 

things imaginable, analyse the 

business case!!! My word do 

they know more than us in that 

the business case just doesn’t 

stack up and that’s why it should 

not be analysed?? I would have 

though that as a business com-

munity they would be the first to 

demand that the business case 

stands up. Call me a cynic BUT 

maybe because its someone 

else’s money they don’t care if it 

is value for money and their 

business heads rush out of the 

door as they salivate at more 

tarmac on the fields of England!! 
 

At the regional level we are still 

plugging away on two major 

strategies; the Review of the 

Regional Economic Strategy 

(RES) and the three stage partial 

review of the Regional Spatial 

Strategy (RSS). The M6 is men-

tioned in both as a desperately 

needed piece of infrastructure for 

the region. However as we con-

tinue to campaign on issues such 

as Climate Change and the end 

of the cheap oil era the conflict 

in terms of policy statements on 

climate change and the desires to 

expand more roads and airports 

become more and more appar-

ent. In many of our regional 

documents we seem to face both 

ways in that we say we need to 

respect environment limits, adapt 

and mitigate the effects of cli-

mate change and then demand 

that our roads and airports are 

widened and expanded.  

We would urge GAME and oth-

ers from Staffordshire to engage 

with both reviews. The RES can 

be seen on the Regional Devel-

opments Agency, Advantage 

West Midlands web site  

www.advantagewm.co.uk/. The 

RSS can be viewed on the West 

Midlands regional Assembly’s 

web site www.wmra.gov.uk/

page.asp?id=49 

 

The North West have similar 

strategies and reviews BUT we 

know all too well that the DfT 

and Government have the ears of 

the North West and also North 

Wales and Scotland who cite the 

M6 to their immediate south as 

the main reason for their eco-

nomic decline. That of course is 

a starter for ten for debate and 

discussion BUT we all need to 

address the issue they raise and 

seek to present reasons as to why  

M6 widening would not be a 

solution to their problems. 

‘imagine what could 

be done with these vast 

sums of money’ 

With thanks to Andy Singer for allowing 
us to use two of his cartoons 

Can you join in? 
  
The campaign received huge 

publicity in May thanks to our 

supporters in Madeley. A stall 

in the village drew massive 

support and attracted media 

attention from TV, radio and 

local press.   Would YOU like 

to help set up an event in your 

area?  Contact GAME if you 

need help (see page 4). 



John Gale was a founder member of John Gale was a founder member of John Gale was a founder member of John Gale was a founder member of 
Stafford GAME.  Here he urges us to Stafford GAME.  Here he urges us to Stafford GAME.  Here he urges us to Stafford GAME.  Here he urges us to 
keep refining our thinking on alterna-keep refining our thinking on alterna-keep refining our thinking on alterna-keep refining our thinking on alterna-
tives to the present system.tives to the present system.tives to the present system.tives to the present system.    
    

The main argument of GAME's 

October, 2006 document, the 

'Way Ahead', is that rather than 

expand the UK road network a 

more acceptable solution to the 

congestion of British roads in 

general and the M6 in particular 

would be a reduction in the 

amount of traffic. It is suggested 

that this could be achieved by a 

long-term restructuring of soci-

ety's infrastructure, designed to 

reduce society's current exces-

sive transportation needs – for 

both humans and goods. This 

long term strategy has been 

given the loose term 

'Localisation'. 

It is essential that additional 

short term relief is also given by 

the immediate wholesale imple-

mentation of numerous im-

proved traffic management tech-

niques, designed primarily to 

ease traffic flow 

If instead of attempting to ame-

liorate the effect of planning 

policies that encourage the siting 

of developments that necessitate 

excessive movement of goods 

and humans; this country were to 

adopt planning policies that re-

duced this demand for transpor-

tation, we would not need more 

roads. It is essential that the 

siting of all future developments 

is dependent upon reducing the 

required carbon emissions of the 

users.  

Unfortunately, many of the de-

velopments that took place in 

recent decades have 'high trans-

portation demands', and there-

fore a short/medium-term reduc-

tion in the massive number of 

cars that contribute towards con-

gestion is necessary. This could 

be achieved by the temporary (?) 

introduction of a motorway-

based National Coach Network 

similar to the one advocated by 

Storkey and Monbiot 

(www.monbiot.com/archives/20

06/12/05/life-coaching/#more-

1034 ) 

 

GAME suggest that these op-

tions give an acceptable solution 

that is greatly superior to the 

ridiculously costly and short-

sightedly regressive widening of 

the M6 motorway - provided the 

measures are enacted in their 

entirety as soon as possible. 

Unless planning measures with 

the aim of reducing society's 

transportation needs are intro-

duced, then the result will 

merely be a short term relief 

leading to an even more massive 

problem in years to come when 

the more severe effects of Cli-

mate Change will be combined 

with the difficulties caused by 

fuel shortages. 

 

Climate Change is already hav-

ing seriously adverse effects on 

the global economy and the 

global environment (there have 

been flood refugees from numer-

ous South Sea coral islands, New 

Orleans, and probably sites in 

south Yorkshire; there are severe 

droughts around the world; and 

as well as millions of starving 

humans, we now have hundreds 

if not thousands of polar bears 

starving due to ice melt.)  

 

It is widely predicted that there 

will soon be a global oil shortage 

(Financial Times, 10 July, Inde-

pendent, 14 June) - initially 

caused not so much by a short-

age of oil in the ground but our 

inability to get it out and then 

refine it fast enough.  Should we 

increase our rate of oil extrac-

tion, then the 'oil peak' (i.e. time 

of maximum output) will take 

place before the general predic-

tion of around the year 2020. 

 

In order to tackle both Climate 

Change and Peak Oil, the British 

government needs to introduce 

T.E.Qs. (Tradable Energy Quo-

tas [a.k.a. D.T.Q. - Domestic 

Tradable Quotas] - 

www.teqs.net/). TEQs are a 

system to enable nations to re-

duce their emissions along with 

their use of fossil fuels, and to 

ensure fair access to all. The 

government should also be giv-

ing serious consideration to 

moving away from a fossil fuel-

based economy towards David 

Flemings 'Lean Economy' - 

www.theleaneconomyconnectio

n.net/index.html - a strategy that 

in itself requires less transporta-

tion and traffic. 

 

Of course we also need to per-

suade other countries to do the 

same. Hopefully the Climate 

Change Bill is a step in the right 

direction, and since it contains 

the magic words 'Contraction 

and Convergence' as a sub-title it 

should be more than a step in the 

right direction. Contraction and 

Convergence is a global frame-

work for an assured limit to fu-

ture carbon limits suggested by 

The Global Commons Institute 

in 1999.  

An update to ‘The Way Ahead’ 
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‘it is widely predicted 

that there will soon be 

a global oil shortage’ 

Beyond hard shoulders 
 

See what lies in the North Staffordshire 

countryside beyond the hard shoulder!  

A "Motorway Countryside" Walk will 

be held in September 2007.  It will be 

led by special guests and local  

experts on the fauna, flora and natu-

ral landscape, who will be on hand 

to point out features of interest and 

points of natural beauty.  Watch out 

for details in the local press. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

ContactsContactsContactsContacts:  
  

John Gale 01785 214894 
nom6widening@googlemail.com 

 

Google list 
http://groups.google.co.uk/group/no

m6e/topics 

GAME is a coalition of people drawn from communities in Staffordshire, Cheshire and 

beyond who are concerned by plans to increase the capacity of the M6.  The group was 

formed in 2004 to fight the original proposals.  In January 2006, dismayed that people 

were not being given any alternative apart from increasing road capacity, we published 

our own proposals, entitled ‘A Third Option for the M6 Corridor Between Birmingham 

and the Northwest’.  In October 2006 we produced ‘The Way Ahead’ (see page 3).   

 

Although we are glad the government has decided that the Expressway is not acceptable 

and is no longer pursuing this option, we remain opposed to the widening option as well.  

GAME seeks to present realistic and viable alternatives, not simply to oppose all and any 

new roadbuilding schemes. We are not NIMBYs, but people who feel that traditional ap-

proaches to solving traffic problems are now redundant and damaging – and our views 

are backed up by the failure of schemes such as the Newbury Bypass either to resolve 

congestion or to reduce accidents. In particular, the reality of accelerating global warm-

ing must cause everyone to rethink conventional attitudes to economic development.  

Group Against Motorway Expansion 

Get involved 
A website is under development but more help is needed.  

Please offer if you can. 
 Meanwhile, you can download ‘The Way Ahead’ from 

 www.freewebs.com/nom6e  

GAME is supported byGAME is supported byGAME is supported byGAME is supported by    

To Ruth Kelly, 
Transport Secretary 

Things you can doThings you can doThings you can doThings you can do    
 

• Get these postcards from us to sign and send to the new minis-

ters!  Give some to friends!  

• Write directly to these ministers at the House of Commons, 

London, SW1 0AA                                   

• Help at our stalls in the Stafford and Newcastle areas. 

• Run a stall in your own town or village. 

• Join our mailing-list 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Return to GAME, c/o 1 George Bailey Court, Salt Avenue,      

Stafford, ST17 4SS or email nom6widening@googlemail.com 

To Hilary Benn,  
Environment Secretary 

To Alistair Darling,  
Chancellor of the 

 Exchequer 

To Alan Johnson,  
Health Secretary 

 
Name           ………………………………………………...…... 
Address        …………………………………………….…………………… 
        ……………………………………………….………………… 
        …………………………………………………….…………… 
Telephone     ………………………………………………………….……… 
Email             …………………………………………………………….…… 
 


