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The Environment

I. Announcements

a. Index of Contents (due next week) – should be 1 page, presented in appropriate format, headings & sub-headings, including a mission/thesis statement.

b. 4 speakers in upcoming weeks (Mondays 6:30 – 7:30) beginning Oct. 27th
II. Environmental Agenda
Fallow: when farmers farm land for 2 years, leave the land without crop for 3rd year – in order to promote the regeneration of land (nutrients etc.)

1971: Founex Report - Economists at UN gathered to discuss environment (motel outside Geneva, Switzerland) 

· report outlined that environment was important and something needed to be done; led to ’72 conference in Stockholm

1972: Stockholm, Sweden – decided environment required specific attention

· led to formation of UNEP (United Nations Environmental Program) Location: Nairobi, Kenya
1986: Gro Bruntland (Prime Minister of Norway) drafted report on relationship between environment and development (sustainable development)

· paralleled the concept of ‘fallow’ – “only take out what you can regenerate”
1992: 2nd Global Conference (Rio, Brazil), a.k.a. The Earth Summit

· resulted with Agenda 21, an accurate and detailed report on each aspect of environmental concerns including:
i. Global Warming – increase of temperature of the earth due to increased CO & CO2 produced by fossil fuel consumption

Kyoto Protocol – cut down fossil fuel emissions by 5.2% by 2010

ii. Ozone Layer – cloud of O3 sitting atop South Pole

- contains hole caused by CFCs (Chloro Fluoro Carbons) 
Montreal Protocol – complete ban of CFCs 
· Set up GEF (Global Environment Facility): with suggested ready budget of $50 billion.  Actual budget: $3 Billion

Principles:

Precautionary: “if you’re not sure, don’t do it”
Polluter Pays: arbitrary tax principle limiting global gas emissions – voucher system.

1997: Follow up to Rio – supposed to be Rio +5, but really Rio -5
2002: Johannesburg, South Africa – no progress made

Conclusions: 
- need 1) technology transfers and 2) money

- need for the inclusion of the private sector when discussing future environmental solutions

