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Intro                    







  
The reality of limited resources forces world leaders to make choices. Unfortunately, those choices have not eradicated a problem that continues to plague more than half of the world’s population – poverty. The purpose of this paper is to examine the role of the world leaders in tackling planetary emergencies and to convince the reader for a more balanced approach. We need to invest our collaborative world power in economic and social development as much as (if not more than) we do in international peace and security.    
Facts
Article 1 of the UN Charter clearly defines the goals of the UN. Since world leaders created the UN right after WWII to prevent WWIII, the Charter not surprisingly lists the “[maintenance] of international peace and security” as the UN’s purpose before mentioning economic and social development.  Third on the list is to “achieve international cooperation in solving international problems of an economic, social, cultural, or humanitarian character.” 
 A glance at the UN budget also clarifies the UN’s priorities: the peacekeeping budget is 2.8 billion dollars while the regular budget is 1.2 billion. 
According to Boutros Ghali, since the UN’s creation in 1945, “over 100 major conflicts around the world have left some 20 million dead” and the UN “was rendered powerless to deal with many of these crises because of the vetoes - 279 of them - cast in the Security Council”.
 In addition, “local defense expenditures at the end of the last decade had approached $1 trillion a year, or $2 million per minute.”
 Research from the Stockholm International Peace Institute purports that that, on average, defense spending absorbs 10% of local government budgets.
 
On the other hand, economic and social development has not been pursued whole-heartedly in the past by world leaders. Rich developed countries have not used their potential to endorse policies that will benefit developing countries.  Based on the Commitment to Development Index, the G-7 countries  - the richest of the rich – have scored poorly.
 The G-7 nations, instead of assuming responsibilities commensurate with their power and economic strength, have preferred to make themselves richer through policies that benefit their pockets more than those of developing countries.  
According to the World Health Organization, poverty is the world’s biggest killer.
  Poverty causes more preventable suffering, disease, and death than all other causes combined, including war and natural disasters. World Bank studies report that nearly 3 billion people are living on less than 2 dollars a day. 
 Various sources support the following statistics:
 1) Lack of adequate fecal sanitation, safe water, and hygiene claim an estimated 7 percent of all deaths and diseases globally, 2) Poverty kills more than 15 million people worldwide every year and 3) 30,000 children die a day from preventable causes linked to poverty (i.e. diarrhea claims the lives of almost 2.5 million children every year).  
 Analysis 
In order to achieve "social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom,”
 the UN and all world leaders must invest more in development instead of disarmament or peacekeeping. It is not a coincidence that most conflicts transpire in poor developing countries.  Since most intra-state or inter-state conflicts are either caused by or exacerbated by poverty and social injustice, by investing in development, we are simultaneously investing in peace.   

When the UN contemplates the best policies for a stable world, the answer depends on the forever debatable question: Does war feed poverty or does poverty feed war? Although causality runs both ways, the more fair choice is to invest in development.   As long as the foundation stone of UN work remains the State, the only way to eradicate poverty and pursue peace is to build strong, accountable and efficient governments in developing countries. Therefore, by pursuing in development, especially health and education, we produce more capable citizens. Bad governance and unequal policies in developing countries are as deadly as AIDS. In addition, without ensuring sound States, our humanitarian and peacekeeping efforts will be in vain. We learned from Somalia, Bosnia and Srebenica how aid can be abused and feed war instead of refugees. Giving money to unstable States is like pouring money in a black hole and sound political development is the only plug (unless the UN prefers to collaborate more with INGOs than governments).   

For world leaders, it is easier to invest in development rather than international security. Reaching agreement is not only easier between Member States in the UN but between the UN and local States. Local governments are more receptive to advice on technical assistance that improves their public infrastructure than on advice that threatens their political autonomy and sovereignty.   
Conclusion  

Economic and social development is intertwined with and international peace and security. It is difficult to pursue simply one policy without affecting the progress of the other. When tackling planetary emergencies, the UN and world leaders must try to focus on poverty alleviation through development strategies as much as they focus their energies and financial resources on their security.
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