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Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela


Venezuela, officially known as the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela (Spanish: República Bolivariana de Venezuela) is the northernmost country in South America and part of Caribbean South America. It borders the Caribbean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean to the north, Guyana to the east, Brazil to the south, and Colombia to the west. Off the Venezuelan coast are also found the Caribbean states of Aruba, the Netherlands Antilles and Trinidad and Tobago.

	República Bolivariana de Venezuela

	





Flag
Coat of Arms


	National Anthem: Gloria al Bravo Pueblo

	

	



	Capital
	Caracas
10°30′ N 66°58′ W

	Largest city
	Caracas

	Official language
	Spanish

	Government 
President
	Federal Republic
Hugo Rafel Chávez Frías 

	Independence
Declared
	From Spain
July 5, 1811 

	Area
 • Total
 • Water (%)
	 
916,445 km² 
0.3

	Population
 • July 2005
 • 2001 census


	 
25.375.281 
23.054.210


	GDP (PPP)
 • Total
 • Per capita
	2004 estimate
$ 153,331 million 
$ 6,200 

	Currency
	Venezuelan bolívar (Bs.) (VEB)

	Time zone
	UTC -4

	Internet TLD
	.ve

	Calling code
	+58



A former Spanish colony, Venezuela is a Federal Republic. Culturally and geographically it is the most Caribbean country of South America, having in its possession over 600 islands in the aforementioned sea. Historically, Venezuela has had territorial disputes with Guyana, largely concerning the Essequibo area. This issue is not yet resolved. To this day, Venezuela is known for its petroleum industry, the friendly temperment of its inhabitants, the environmental diversity of its territory, and its sheer natural beauty. It has been claimed that Christopher Columbus was so enthralled by Venezuela's landscape, when arriving to its coast in 1498, that he referred to the land as Tierra de Gracia (Land of Grace), which has become the country’s nickname. [edit]
Name


The name "Venezuela" is believed to have originated from the cartographer Amerigo Vespucci, who in 1499 led a naval exploration of the northwestern coast (known today as the Gulf of Venezuela), along with Alonso de Ojeda. On reaching the Guajira Peninsula, the crew observed the stilt villages (palafitos) that the Añu natives had built over the water. This reminded Vespucci of the city of Venice and as a result the region was named Venezuela, which means Little Venice. On the other hand, Spanish conquistador and geographer Martín Fernández de Enciso, member of the same crew, says in his work Summa de Geografía that the above mentioned population was called Veneciuela, and that it was built on a large, plain rock. Therefore, the name Venezuela would be a native word. Nevertheless, the first version remains today as the most popular and widely accepted and by far regarded as the most likely.

[edit]

History
More than 25 indigenous ethnics groups inhabited the northern tip of South America when the Spanish arrived on these shores in 1498, during Columbus’ Third Voyage. Local buildings, constructed on poles, reminded the Spaniards of the appearance of Venice, so they named the country Venezuela.

In the early colonial period, what is today Venezuela were different provinces that depended alternatively from the Crown in Madrid, the Viceroyalty of New Granada or the Royal Audience of Santo Domingo and had certain autonomy. In 1777, the province of Venezuela became a Captaincy General, and assumed the central government of the provinces of Margarita, Trinidad & Guayana, Mérida-La Grita and Cumaná or New Andalusia. At the end of the 18th century it became the most important farming colony, producing mainly coffee and cocoa. A local landowning class of European extraction developed, using African slave labor on their plantations. The mestizo, who constitute the overwhelming majority of the population today, are the descendants from the mix between the Africans, the Indians and the Europeans.

Two of the greatest leaders of the Latin American Independence were born in Venezuela: Francisco de Miranda and Simón Bolívar. On April 19th 1810, the war of Independence broke out after the constitution of a Cabildo or Assembly. Miranda became the commander of the army, envisaging a vast American Confederacy, but his dreams did not come to fruition as the Spaniards captured him in 1811, dying in prison in La Carraca (Cádiz, Spain) in 1816.

Bolívar took up Miranda’s project for American liberation and was backed, in principle, by his peers, the landowners. In a swift campaign (1812-13) he took over the country, and was able to install a government in Caracas. In 1814, Bolívar was defeated by the Spanish loyalist General José Tomás Boves, and in 1815 had to flee to Haiti, where President, Alexandre Sabés Petión, helped him return to Venezuela in 1816.

Accompanied by other important military leaders like Antonio José de Sucre, Santiago Mariño, José Antonio Páez, Rafael Urdaneta and Juan Bautista Arismendi, he carried out successful military campaigns in the northern half of the continent. He subsequently founded Bolivia in what had hitherto been known as «Upper Peru».

In 1819, the Angostura Congress created the new republic of «Gran Colombia», uniting Colombia (Panama was still part of it), Ecuador, and Venezuela.

The resounding victory of the Republicans, commanded by The Liberator Simón Bolívar, at the Battle of Carabobo, on June 24th 1821, turns the fate of the War of Independence, which ended with the Naval Battle of the Lake of Maracaibo, on July 24th 1823.

The internal struggle for power between Bolivar and Páez, leads to the exile of the first to Colombia and the dissolution of the Gran Colombia, in 1830, which worsened Bolivar’s frail health leading to his death on December 17th of the same year, in San Pedro Alejandrino, near Santa Marta, Colombia.

In that same year of 1830, a political period called “El Caudillismo” started in Venezuela with the ruling of two major parties, the Conservatives and the Liberals. This situation ended with the Federal War, fought between 1859 and 1863, which devastated the country, leaving it in very precarious economic and social conditions.

Liberals and Conservatives fought for their own privileges. In 1863, the Liberals won the war, consolidating democratic principles and rights in the Constitution of 1864. A sequence of governments followed during the period between 1863 and 1908, giving the country an unstable political climate.

In 1908, Juan Vicente Gomez seized the Presidency through a Coup d’Etat, marking the beginning of Venezuela’s longest dictatorship, until his death in 1935. 

From 1935 to 1948 there was a political transition to democracy, but in November 1948, Lieutenant Colonel Marcos Perez Jimenez led a military regime that held the government until January 23rd 1958, when a popular movement toppled him.

Since 1958, Venezuela has had democratic governments elected by the people. Democratic principles and public rights have been consolidated through civic participation, opening the country to social advancements and economic progress.
Politics

The Venezuelan president is elected by a popular vote, with direct and universal suffrage, and functions as both head of state and head of government. The term of office is six years, and a president may be re-elected to a single consecutive term. The president appoints the vice-president and decides the size and composition of the cabinet and makes appointments to it with the involvement of the legislature. The president can ask the legislature to reconsider portions of laws he finds objectionable, but a simple parliamentary majority can override these objections.


The unicameral Venezuelan parliament is the National Assembly or Asamblea Nacional. Its 165 deputies, of which three are reserved for indigenous peoples, serve five-year terms and may be re-elected for a maximum of two additional terms. They are elected by popular vote through a combination of party lists and single member constituencies. The highest judicial body is the Supreme Tribunal of Justice or Tribunal Supremo de Justicia, whose magistrates are elected by parliament for a single 12-year term. The Consejo Nacional Electoral is in charge of electoral processes; it is formed by five main directors elected by the National Assembly.


Hugo Rafael Chávez Frías was elected president in 1998 with 56% of the vote as part of a new political party, the Movement for the Fifth Republic. His platform, (Bolivarian revolution), called for the signing of a new constitution written by a Constituent Assembly and approved by referendum in 1999. Chávez was re-elected in 2000 under the new constitution with 59% of the vote. In November 2000, the National Assembly granted Chávez the right to rule by decree for one year, and in November 2001, Chávez made a set of 49 decrees, including large reforms in oil and agrarian policy. Those decrees made him even more popular with the poor.
[edit]
Political-Administrative Division

[edit]

States

Venezuela is subdivided into 23 states (estados), a Capital District (Distrito Capital) correspondent to the city of Caracas, and the Federal Dependencies (Dependencias Federales). Refer to the map for correspondence.
                           







States of Venezuela
	State
	Capital City
	State
	Capital City

	1) Amazonas
	Puerto Ayacucho
	13) Mérida
	Mérida

	2) Anzoátegui
	Barcelona
	14) Miranda
	Los Teques

	3) Apure
	San Fernando de Apure
	15) Monagas
	Maturín

	4) Aragua
	Maracay
	16) Nueva Esparta
	La Asunción

	5) Barinas
	Barinas
	17) Portuguesa
	Guanare

	6) Bolívar
	Ciudad Bolívar
	18) Sucre
	Cumaná

	7) Carabobo
	Valencia
	19) Táchira
	San Cristóbal

	8) Cojedes
	San Carlos
	20) Trujillo
	Trujillo

	9) Delta Amacuro
	Tucupita
	21) Yaracuy
	San Felipe

	10) Falcón
	Coro
	22) Vargas
	La Güaira

	11) Guárico
	San Juan De Los Morros
	23) Zulia
	Maracaibo

	12) Lara
	Barquisimeto
	24) Federal Dependencies
	not appliable


[edit]

Administrative Regions

The country is also divided into ten administrative regions (regiones administrativas), the administrative regions were established by presidential decrees.

	Region
	Forming States

	Capital
	Miranda, Vargas, and the Capital District (i.e., Caracas).

	Central
	Aragua, Carabobo and Cojedes.

	Insular
	Nueva Esparta and the Federal Dependencies

	Nor - Oriental
	Anzoátegui, Monagas, and Sucre.

	Zulian
	Zulia.

	Guayana
	Bolívar, Amazonas and Delta Amacuro.

	Andean
	Barinas, Mérida and Trujillo.

	South - Occidental
	Táchira, and the Páez Municipality of the Apure State

	Llanos
	Apure and Guárico.

	Central - Occidental
	Falcón, Lara, Portuguesa and Yaracuy.


[edit]

Geography

Venezuela is home to a wide variety of landscapes, such as the north-easternmost extensions of the Andes mountains in the northwest and along the northern Caribbean coast, of which the highest point is the Pico Bolívar at 5,007 m.
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The Angel Falls (Salto Ángel), world's highest waterfall


The centre of the country is characterised by extensive plains known as the llanos that stretch from the Colombian border to the river delta of the Orinoco east. To the south are found the dissected Guayana Highlands, home to Angel Falls, the world's highest waterfall, and the northern edge of Amazonia. This is a classical division, however.


The country can also be divided into nine geographical areas, some corresponding to the natural regions, one being the Andes Range. The Lake Maracaibo region comprehends the lowlands near the Gulf of Venezuela. The Coro System, a mountainous block in the northern occidental territory, is the fount of several sierras and valleys. The Central Range is tied up with the coast and the hills surrounding Caracas, while the Eastern Range, separated from the Central by the Gulf of Cariaco, covers all of Sucre State and northern Monagas. The Llanos Region involves a third part of the country's area, above the Orinoco River. Under it, is the South Orinoco Region (the Guianas, above described). The Insular Region is formed by the Nueva Esparta State and the Federal Dependencies. The last geographical region is the Deltaic System forms a pantanous triangle, covering Delta Amacuro State, with the Atlantic platform branchin off the coast.


The Orinoco River is the largest and most important river of the country, originating one of the biggest watersheds in Latin America. Other important rivers are the Caroní and the Apure.


The capital, Caracas is also the country's largest city. Other major cities include Maracaibo, Barquisimeto, Valencia, Maracay, and Ciudad Guayana.


Venezuela is one of the seventeen Megadiverse Countries, for the great number of animal and vegetal species that habitate there. 
Climate
                 [image: image8.jpg]



Venezuela is a country of natural beauty and contrasts. The snow capped mountains of the Andes; the steamy Amazonian Jungles; the beautiful Gran Sabana plateau with flat top mountains (tepuis) and 3000 kilometers of white - sand beaches lining the Caribbean coast. Venezuela has the largest South America’s lake, Maracaibo Lake, the fourth largest river, the Orinoco, and the world’s highest waterfall, Angel Falls.

The country’s climate is predominantly tropical. Temperatures rarely vary more than a few degrees. Venezuela’s climatic zones are defined by rainfall rather than by differences in temperature.

There are regional variations in rainfall, while the Caribbean Islands and the northern coastal region remain dry, the mountain slopes of northern Venezuela are normally wet, the Amazons remain wet for most of the year and in the Llanos (vast plains) extensive floods during the rain period are followed by severe droughts in the dry season.

Like all tropical countries, Venezuela has two seasons, the dry season known as verano (from December to April/ May) and the rainy season known as invierno (from May to November).

[edit]

Economy









Punta Cardón oil refinery complex in Paraguaná Peninsula

The petroleum sector dominates the economy, accounting for roughly a third of GDP, around 80% of export earnings, and more than half of government operating revenues. The sector operates through the government-owned Petroleos de Venezuela (PDVSA), which among other things owns the US Citgo distributor, which has 14,000 service stations in the US.


Venezuela also depends highly on the agricultural sector. Venezuela has the potential to export coffee and cocoa on a grand scale.
[edit]

Demographics









View of an old suburban area of Maracaibo

The Venezuelan people comprise a rich combination of heritages. The historically present Amerindians, Spanish colonists and Africans were joined by Italians, Portuguese, Arabs, Germans, and others from neighbouring countries in South America during waves of immigration in the 20th century. About 85% of the population lives in urban areas in the northern portion of the country. While almost half of Venezuela's land area lies south of the Orinoco River, this region contains only 5% of the population.


The national and official language is Spanish, but numerous indigenous languages also exist (Wayu, Pemon, Warao, etc), as do dialects introduced by immigrants. Nominally 96% of the population is Roman Catholic; other denominations, primarily Protestants, make up the remainder, as well as a Jewish community of about 30,000. 

[edit]

[edit]

Culture




   




Above, image of a crowd dancing joropo, the emblematic Venezuelan dance

The Venezuelan culture comes from a wide variety of heritages, mainly of the indigenous populations, Spanish and African provenance, dating from the Colony. Before this period, indigenous cultural manifestations were expressed in art (petroglyphs), crafts, architecture (shabonos) and social organization. Aboriginal culture was subsequently assimilated by Spaniards; over the years, the hybrid culture had diversificated by region.


Venezuelan art is gaining attention within and outside the country. Firstly dominated by religious motives, in the late 19th century changed to historical and heroic representations, led by Martín Tovar y Tovar. Modernism took over in the 20th century. Some very remarkable Venezuelan artists include Arturo Michelena, Cristóbal Rojas, Armando Reverón, Jesús-Rafael Soto, Carlos Cruz-Diez (both who contributed greatly to the kinetic art), and Manuel Cabré.









Image of a traditional public performance by the Diablos Danzantes de Yare 
(Dancing Devils of Yare)


Venezuelan literature began developing soon after Spanish conquest, and it was dominated by Spanish culture and thinking. Following the rise of political literature during the Independence War, was the Romanticism, the first important genre in the region, whose great exponent was Juan Vicente González. Although mainly focused on narrative, poets figure with great importance, being Andrés Eloy Blanco the most famous of them, aside Fermín Toro. Major writers and novelists are Rómulo Gallegos, Teresa de la Parra, Arturo Uslar Pietri, Adriano González León, Miguel Otero Silva and Mariano Picón Salas. Another great poet and humanist was Andrés Bello, besides being and educator and a intellectual.


Other philosophers and intellectuals, like Laureano Vallenilla Lanz and José Gil Fortoul, along with many other writers, sustained the theory of the Venezuelan positivism.


The great architect of the Venezuelan Modern era was Carlos Raúl Villanueva, who designed and built the Universidad Central de Venezuela and its Aula Magna. Venezuelan architecture examples are the National Pantheon, the Baralt Theatre, the Teatro Teresa Carreño,and the General Rafael Urdaneta Bridge.


Autoctonal music styles are sort of a crisol of the Venezuelan cultural inheritages, most noted in groups like Un Solo Pueblo and Serenata Guayanesa. The national musical instrument is the cuatro. The national songs are mainly from the llanos area and its environment, so is the case of the Alma Llanera and Caballo Viejo by Simón Díaz. The gaitas is also a popular style, played generally on Christmas, typical of Zulia State. The national dance is the joropo.


Teresa Carreño was a world famous piano virtuosa during late 19th century.


Venezuela is also a reference for their world famous baseball players, such as Luis Aparicio, David Concepción, Oswaldo Guillén, Andrés Galarraga, Omar Vizquel, Luis Sojo, and Johan Santana, winner of the Cy Young Award in 2004. Although baseball is tremendously popular, football (soccer) is also gaining popularity, due to the increasing performance of the Venezuela national football team.
Cuisine of Venezuela
Arepa
               Jump to: navigation, search




        

The arepa is a part of traditional Venezuelan cuisine, but has also become common in many other Latin American countries. It is a round and flat (the flatness varies) meal cake of maize flour which can be cut and split open like a loaf of bread to then be filled with cheese, deli meats, and a great variety of fillings, like a sandwich, or dressed with toppings. Although as a meal it is similar to a sandwich in its presentation, it can also be eaten together with any meal, the same way people eat bread.


There are two ways to make the dough: the original and very laborious one requires the maize grains to be soaked, peeled and ground (this is done by pounding the grains in a larger mortar) to make the flour; the second, easier, and almost universall now is buying pre-cooked arepa corn flour. The most popular brand name of corn flour is Harina P.A.N., produced by Empresas Polar in Venezuela since 1960; made from white corn, it was the first precooked maize flour ever to come to the market. The flour is mixed with water and salt (some people add eggs and/or milk). After being molded by hand or in a special template into a pattie, the dough is fried, grilled or baked.


Their preparation depends on two main factors: one is the personal taste or preference of each individual; the second is the region in which they are made, besides the individual inventive, therefore giving a wide variety of arepas: Typical corn arepa, Corn flour arepa (Arepa blanca), Sweet arepa (Arepa dulce), Andean arepa (Arepa andina), Baked arepas (Arepas horneadas), Fried arepas (Arepa frita), etc. 

Hallaca
One of the most beloved of Venezuelan national dishes, the hallaca is typically served during the Christmas holiday. It is a mixture of beef, pork, capers, raisins, and olives wrapped in maize (cornmeal dough) bound within a banana leaf with string and then steamed. Is also known in the eastern part of Colombia as "Hayaca", with almost the same preparation.
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Hallacas
Pabellón


Pabellón criollo is a traditional Venezuelan dish. It is a plate of rice, shredded beef, tajadas (fried plantain slices) and stewed black beans.

Tequeño

Tequeños are prepared with bread dough with white cheese (queso blanco) in the middle. It is formed into a bread stick and then fried. It´s one of the most popular snack foods in parties and specially weddings. It is said that a party isn´t a true Venezuelan party without tequeños.


The name "tequeños" comes from the town of "Los Teques", capital of the state of Miranda where it is believed this food originated from. The oldest known references to it come from the first decade of the 19th century. At that time the richest families of Caracas would spend long vacation periods in Los Teques and it is believed that they started preparing them with the left over dough of another Venezuelan food "pastelitos".

Cachapa
Cachapas are made of maize in the form of masa. They are made as fresh corn is ground and then mixed into a batter of the consistency of pancakes, yet slightly thicker and lumpier. It is then cooked like a pancake. It is served with many toppings, but traditionally with butter or margarine and white cheese (queso blanco) on top. Cachapas are generally eaten instead of bread, but they can be also prepared as an appetizer.

                                                


                                                          Cachapa with cheese

[edit]

[edit]

Holidays

	Date
	Local Name
	English Name
	Remarks

	January 1
	Día de Año Nuevo
	New Year's Day
	Beginning of the Liturgical Year

	January 6
	Día de Reyes
	Epiphany
	Christian feast, the visit of the three Magi to Jesus.

	Monday and Tuesday before Ash Wednesday
	Carnaval
	Carnival
	

	From Palm Sunday to Easter
	Semana Santa
	Holy Week
	Commemoration of the Passion and Resurrection of Christ.

	March 19
	Día de San José
	Saint Joseph's Day
	In honor of Saint Joseph

	April 19
	19 de abril
	Beginning of the Independence Movement
	Start of the Venezuelan Independence

	May 1
	Día del Trabajador
	Labour Day
	

	June 24
	Batalla de Carabobo
	Battle of Carabobo
	Army's Day

	July 5
	5 de julio
	Independence Day
	Signing of the Venezuelan Declaration of Independence

	July 24
	Natalicio del Libertador
	Birth of Simón Bolívar
	Navy's Day.

	October 12
	Día de la Resistencia Indígena
	Columbus Day
	Previously, in Venezuela the holiday was called Día de la Raza, celebrating the arrival of Christopher Columbus to the Americas.

	November 1
	Día de Todos los Santos
	All Saints Day
	

	December 8
	Inmaculada Concepción
	Immaculate Conception
	

	December 24
	Noche de Navidad
	Christmas Eve
	Birth of Jesus (Divino Niño).

	December 31
	Año Nuevo
	New Year's Eve
	Final day of the Liturgical Year


[edit]

National Symbols

Venezuela's national symbols include the Flag, the Coat of Arms, and the National Anthem. Other elements relative to the typical flora and fauna of the territory are remarkable. The governments through history have officially declared these as national symbols:

Flag and Coat of Arms





The flag is the one primarily adopted by the National Congress of 1811, consisting of three equal horizontal stripes. This original design was by Francisco de Miranda, who on 12 March 1806 hoisted a flag with three stripes, yellow, blue, and red, on his ship headed to Coro, Venezuela on his second attempt to initiate a revolutionary movement of independence. The yellow band stands for the wealth of the land, the red for the blood and courage of the people, and the blue for the waters separating Venezuela from Spain. Flag Day is celebrated in Venezuela on 12 March in honor of Miranda.

During the first half of the 19th century, seven stars were added to the flag to represent the seven colonial provinces of Barcelona, Barinas, Caracas, Cumaná, Margarita, Mérida, and Trujillo, which had united against Spain during Venezuelan independence.

The Law of the National Flag, Coat of Arms and Anthem added the Coat of Arms to the flag on 17 February 1954. The coat of arms was not incorporated into the Civil or Maritime Flag, which is intended for non-governmental purposes, such as civilian use, merchant craft, and international sports competition.

On 12 March 2006, the flag was changed once again to the one depicted in the top image. The main changes are the addition of an eighth star, which President Hugo Chávez has called the "Bolivar Star" in honor of Simón Bolívar who had himself proposed the eighth star in 1817. This eighth star recognizes the contributions of the 19th century colonial province of Guayana (roughly coterminous with the present Venezuelan state of Bolivar), which joined in the fight for independence shortly after the original seven.

The Coat of Arms of Venezuela has also been modified. The direction the horse is running has been reversed: formerly running to the viewer's right but twisting its head to the viewer's left, it now runs and faces toward the viewer's left; in heraldry, however, this is dexter, the shield-bearer's right, and is the usual direction of motion.
National Anthem

The National Anthem of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela is known with the traditional name of ‘Glory to the brave people’.

With lyrics of Vicente Salias and music of Juan José Landaeta, ‘Glory to the brave people’ evokes the days that followed the April 19th 1810 declaration of Independence from Spain.

A Presidential Decree of Antonio Guzmán Blanco officially established it as the Venezuelan National Anthem on May 25th, 1881.
	Spanish lyrics:
— Coro — 

Gloria al bravo pueblo 

que el yugo lanzó, 

La Ley respetando 

la virtud y honor. 

  

— I — 

¡Abajo cadenas! 

Gritaba el señor; 

y el pobre en su choza 

libertad pidió. 

A este santo nombre 

tembló de pavor 

el vil egoísmo 

que otra vez triunfó. 

  (Coro) 

— II — 

Gritemos con brío: 

¡Muera la opresión! 

Compatriotas fieles, 

la fuerza es la unión; 

y desde el Empíreo 

el Supremo Autor, 

un sublime aliento 

al pueblo infundió. 

  
(Coro)
— III — 

Unida con lazos 

que el cielo formó, 

la América toda, 

existe en nación; 

y si el despotismo 

levanta la voz, 

seguid el ejemplo 

que Caracas dio. 
	English lyrics:
— Chorus — 

Glory to the brave nation 

which shook off the yoke, 

respecting the Law 

virtue and honour. 

(repeat chorus) 

— I — 

“Off with the chains!” (repeat) 

Cried the Lord; (repeat) 

and the poor man in his hovel 

implored freedom. 

At this holy name((repeat)) 

there trembled in fear 

the vile selfishness 

that had once triumphed. 

((repeat last four lines)) 

(Chorus) 

— II — 

Let’s cry out aloud: (repeat) 

Down with oppression! (repeat) 

Faithful countrymen, your strength 

lies in your unity; 

and from the heavens ((repeat)) 

the supreme Creator 

breathed a sublime spirit 

into the nation. 

((repeat last four lines)) 
(Chorus) 

— III — 

United by bonds (repeat) 

made by heaven, (repeat) 

all America exists 

as a Nation; 

and if tyranny ((repeat)) 

raises its voice, 

follow the example 

given by Caracas. 
((repeat last four lines)) 


eNational Flower





The Orchid (Cattleya mossiae)

This kind of orchid is also known as Flor de Mayo (May Flower). Was first discovered in the northern land in 1839. Was given the status of National Flower on 23 May 1951.
National Tree





The Araguaney (Tabebuia chrysantha) 

editCalled aravanei by the caribes, it can be found mostly in regions with temperate weather. It can reach a height between 6 and 12 m. The araguaney flourishes within the period following a rainy season, mostly on the first months of the year.  Declared National Tree on 29 May 1945.
National Bird





The Turpial (Icterus icterus)
Fully colored with yellow-orange tones except in the head an the wings, which are black with a few tones in white; also has a blue spot surrounding the eyes. It can be found in woods, the llanos, at the shores of jungles, and in northern and southern Orinoco. The turpial is fairly appreciated due to its singing and was declared the National Bird on 23 May 1958.

Major cities


Venezuela's cities are interconnected by a vast network of roads, as well as by commercial airlines that fly regularly to various parts of the country. Both between and within cities, extensive public transportation system is accessible and cheap.


Due to its proximity to the Aeropuerto Internacional de Maiquetía-- the principal international airport in the country-- Caracas is the hub and gateway to most visitors. The capital of Venezuela is situated high in a beautiful valley, blessed with perpetual spring weather, and enriched with numerous cultural institutions, hotels, shopping centers, famous restaurants, and varied nightlife. 


But most tourists traveling to Venezuela wish to see that which extends beyond the boundaries of the city of Caracas. The most popular destination in Venezuela is found in the state of Nueva Esparta, Isla Margarita. The mountainous Andes region and the city of Mérida closely follow as tourist destinations.


To the west lies the small city of Coro, a colonial gem in the state of Falcón, as well as the city of Maracaibo in the oil rich state of Zulia.


Approximately a 1½ hour drive southwest of Caracas is the city of Maracay, in the state of Aragua. Here you'll find the famous nature preserve Parque Nacional Henri Pittier, where birdwatchers and nature lovers can enjoy the beauty of the coastal cloud forest, and the lively colonial towns of Choroní and Puerto Colombia. Also found in the mountains of Aragua and not far from Caracas is the picturesque Bavarian town of La Colonia Tovar.


Valencia, in the state of Carabobo, is situated just south of Maracay. An industrial hub, Valencia is the third largest city in Venezuela. Its important role in shaping the history of Venezuela can be appreciated with a visit to the monuments of Campo Carabobo, where in 1821 the decisive battle for independence was fought. Also in the state of Carabobo you will find Puerto Cabello, a port of significant commercial importance since its inception in the middle of the sixteenth century.


Southeast of Valencia, in the heart of Venezuela, you will find Los Llanos, or the plains. Major cities in this area include: San Carlos in the state of Cojedes, Calabozo in the state of Guárico, and San Fernando de Apure, in the state of Apure.


East of Caracas, in the state of Sucre, you will find Cumaná-- the oldest city in all of South America.


Other important cities include: Barquisimeto, San Cristóbal, Ciudad Guayana, Ciudad Bolívar, and Puerto Ayacucho.




                                                                   Simón Bolívar
National Dress of Venezuela
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                                                                             1.- Andina          2.- Guajira      3.- Liqui Liqui

[edit]

Links
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venezuela
http://www.venezuelatuya.com
http://www.discovervenezuela.com
http://www.embavenez-us.org/constitution/intro.htm (Venezuelan Constitution in English)
http://www.misionvenezuela.org (Embassy of Venezuela in Canada)
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