ACTIVITIES
1. TEACHING OF SPANISH 
Levels of Programme 

Basic: 

I, II, III 

Intermediate: 

I, II, III 

Advanced – Conversation:

I, II, III 

Methodology

The learning process, for beginners, is based on the use of dialogues related to everyday activities. The programme starts with short conversations about  directed situations that allow students to express communicative functions, to understand the grammar, to practice pronunciation and to build vocabulary.  On the Intermediate and Advanced levels, oral presentations about Venezuela and Barbados are encouraged. In addition, discussions on other Spanish speaking 
countries, discussions on topics of local, regional and world interest are also encouraged. 
 
Didactic Material 

The textbook costs Bdos $20.00. 

Photocopies of extra material prepared by the Specialist Teacher are also provided for each class, with no additional cost.

Special Spanish Courses 

The Institute offers courses to organizations that require our tuition, such as, United Nations, Central Bank of Barbados, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, PAHO and  Interamerican Development Bank.  These courses are designed according to their needs. 

Presently, the Specialist Teacher at the VICC teaches a Basic Spanish Course for the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB). Also, Mrs. Hazel Moss is sent by the VICC to teach Spanish at PAHO.

2. PROVIDING GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT VENEZUELA

2.1. NATIONAL VENEZUELAN HOLYDAYS  AND  TRADITIONS 

Presentation of bulletins on our notice boards in commemoration of Venezuelan Holidays; preparation of questionnaires,  which are discussed with the students in class and are based on Venezuela’s historical events and traditions, such as, The 05th of July (Independence Day), The Day of Venezuela’s Flag, Biography of The Liberator Simón Bolívar, The Carnival in Venezuela,  religious celebrations in Venezuela; e.g., Easter,  Corpus Christi, Christmas, etc. 

2.2. GEOGRAPHY, RESOURCES AND ACTIVITIES OF EACH REGION IN  VENEZUELA

Students of Intermediate and Advanced levels prepare individual or group presentations about each of the Venezuela’s regions, based on geography, economic activities,  tourist attractions, variety of accents in the country, foods, flora, fauna, etc. 

3. SUPPORT FOR THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION OF BARBADOS EXECUTED THROUGH WORKSHOPS AND SPECIAL COURSES 

-Workshop on Phonetics and Phonology for Barbados’ High School Spanish Teachers (October)


-Course for  CXC  Spanish Examination (July-August)


-Summer  Spanish Course for Children (July-August)

4. PARTICIPATION IN THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE COMPETITION OF THE BARBADOS COMMUNITY COLLEGE BARBADOS  LANGUAGE CENTRE

The Specialist Teacher of VICC participates as a member of the jury at the speech  competition in Spanish. 

5. DIRECTED VISITS  OF STUDENTS TO VICC

The Venezuelan Institute is open to organized visits of students from Primary and Secondary Schools, on Fridays, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Students must be accompanied by their Spanish teachers  and a request to the Institute should reach us one week prior to the date of proposed visit. On their visit to the Institute, the students will have the opportunity to enjoy a video of Venezuela and also discuss with the Specialist Teacher about Geography, History and traditions of Venezuela. The VICC also provides written material with updated information on Venezuela.  
6. BORROWING OF READING MATERIAL AND PROVIDING SPANISH TV SERVICE  TO STUDENTS

The Institute has a selection of magazines, newspapers and Internet news in Spanish for the students to read. They also have the opportunity to watch TV in Spanish at the VICC. 

7. ACTIVITIES OF THE STUDENTS ASSOCIATION OF VICC

Students at the VICC have an Association that organizes, together with the Institute, recreational activities, such as, latin parties and latin dance courses. 

This summer, the President of the Students Association, Mr. Ken Farrell,  will be teaching meringue and salsa. The sessions allow students to practice Spanish in a different environment and with a different activity.

Date: August 12  to September 04, 2002. 

Days and Hours: Mondays and Wednesdays from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

