BACKGROUND

The Venezuelan Government, for more than  39 years, has developed  a programme of educational and cultural cooperation with the non-Spanish speaking countries in the Caribbean region. This is executed through fourteen Institutions, known as Venezuelan Institutes for Culture & Cooperation (VICC), located in Antigua, Aruba, Barbados, Bonaire, Curazao, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent, St. Kitts & Nevis, Suriname and Trinidad.   

The programme started on April 19, 1963, when the Ministry of Education of Venezuela, under the auspices of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Venezuela, founded in  Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, the Cultural Institute  “Andrés Bello”, with a vision of cultural projection of Venezuela in the region, and the teaching of Spanish free of charge. 

Currently, these cultural centers are maintained by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Venezuela. 

