EXPERIMENTAL COLLEGE TEACHING FAQ
Thanks for your interest in teaching at the Experimental College!  This sheet is designed to answer some of the most frequently asked questions about being an instructor with the EC.  If this information does not satisfy your curiosity about who we are, what we do, and how you fit in, please call us at (530) 752-2568 or email us at experimentalcollege@ucdavis.edu.  Our website is www.experimentalcollege.org.
So, what is the Experimental College?

We were founded in 1966 as part of a movement of Experimental Colleges on university campuses to bring alternative voices to the University culture. We do this through holding courses every quarter and through managing a community garden and a library. 
Our courses are scheduled to parallel the UCD quarter, in order to provide convenience to students. Registration occurs at the the beginning of each quarter, and classes start shortly after UCD courses and end shortly before finals week. Registration is open to all community members, not just students. We strive to provide a forum for learning and an outlet for individuals to share their interests and skills in an informal, cooperative setting. Our Course Catalog is published towards the end of each quarter and contains information regarding course prices, times, and dates. Many of our courses are the same from quarter to quarter, so if you are looking at this catalog for the first time, and it is too late to sign up for a class you are interested in, there is a good chance that it will run again next quarter. 

In addition to sponsoring courses, the Experimental College manages a community garden and a library. Our gardens are located on campus, and we rent plots to community members and students. We promote organic methods, and encourage gardeners to form a community. Our library is located in our office at the South Silo, and book loans are available for all community members. We emphasize alternative literature, sustainable farming and building practices, and holistic health. 

What kinds of classes does the EC offer?

Most EC classes fit into one of the following categories (but don’t let this limit you!): Heart and Spirit (Meditation, Firewalking, etc.), Music, Language, Hands-On Skills (Cooking, Composting, Etiquette, Starwalking, Bike Maintenance, Dog Training, etc.), Yoga and Movement, Holistic Health and Massage, Martial Arts, and Dance.   Please talk to us about any ideas you have--we'll consider just about anything.

Who can teach?
Anyone with a skill and a desire to teach is welcome.  We don't necessarily require previous teaching experience, but we do require professionalism, creativity and a well-thought out lesson plan.  A notable exception to flexibility is classes involving health care and medicine.  Advanced health care is beyond the scope of the EC.  People interested in serious health care training should attend a trade school.  For those wanting to teach an introductory level health care class through the EC, we do require some experience.

Who decides if I can teach and why?

The EC staff discusses potential classes.  The decision to include or not include certain classes in our curriculum is arbitrary to some degree, but there are a number of specific factors that influence our decision.  If there are similar classes currently being offered, we give priority to the teachers currently teaching.  Other factors are the potential for the class to actually run, our ability to provide space for the class, the qualifications of the instructor, the detail put into a class outline and description, and the appropriateness of the class in the context of the Experimental College.

How much will I receive for teaching?

For the most part, you are allowed to set the fees for your course.  We will discuss changing the course fee if we feel that it is necessary.  You are paid for your course on a per student basis.  The EC charges a registration fee every quarter in addition to the fee for the course.  

If your course fee is $10 or less, you keep the entire fee. If you request a fee between $11-$20, you keep 85% of the fee for each student, and the EC gets 15%. If you request a fee of $21 or above per student, you get 70% and the EC gets 30%. 
Checks are printed on the fifteenth of the second and third months of the quarter, and are issued through the ASUCD business office on the third floor of the Memorial Union.  We neither issue paychecks nor hold them in our office.  At your request, the EC will pick up and mail you your check.

What if my class requires students to purchase materials?

You are allowed to charge a separate materials fee, which should represent only costs associated with those materials.  These fees are collected in class by the instructor.  Materials fees may be audited in order to keep course costs down.  In addition to or instead of a cost, you may wish to specify certain materials that the student may bring.  We will indicate these materials and costs in the catalog.  
What about times, dates, and lengths of classes?

The EC quarter is timed with the UCD quarter.  The EC quarter is eight weeks long, beginning the second full week of the quarter, and ending a week before finals begin.  Your class can meet as often as you like, but keep in mind that students are busy.  Many classes meet once a week, usually on a weekday evening, but many classes that meet on Sunday evenings or weekday mornings have done well.  We also host many one or two day seminars and workshops.

What sort of room accommodations does the EC offer?

There is limited space available in the EC dance room, library and lounge.  We can provide you with regular classroom space after 6:00 PM, but we are subject to being bumped by the UCD registrar.  Even though we try to juggle schedules to fit everyone's needs, we give priority to instructors who have been with us the longest.  

How is publicity handled?

Your class will be listed in the quarterly EC catalog.  The catalog is mailed to about 3,000 people and placed around Davis.  If you would like additional publicity for your class, talk to the Publicity Coordinators for suggestions and assistance. The best publicity is public presence.  Participating in our talent shows, or holding a demonstration during lunch on the Quad is an excellent way to find interested students.  

Responsibilities for you, the instructor…

· If your class doesn't meet the minimum number of students that you set, you are not required to teach it, though you certainly may, if you wish.  We need to cancel a course at least 24 hours before the start time in order that all students can get the message that the course was cancelled.  Please do not tell your students that a class is cancelled before talking to EC staff.

· You must teach all the classes that you agreed to.  If you need to miss a class, you must schedule a make up date that works for as many students as possible.  Please inform us as soon as possible if you will be late or miss a class.
· Print out or check your class roster before your class starts.  You can find these online at our web page, or request one through the offie.  

· It is your responsibility to have students complete evaluations if we request them.  The evaluations provide important feedback for you and for us

· Keep your contact info updated.  
· CONTACT US EARLY EACH QUARTER TO SCHEDULE YOUR COURSE FOR UPCOMING QUARTERS!  We generally need requests for course updates two months before the start of the quarter.  
So how do I become a teacher?

Submit your course proposal in writing.  In general, we will need to hear that you are interested in teaching four months before the start of the quarter (i.e. end of August for Winter quarter).  We are looking for teachers who have a clear idea of curriculum, and can present their material in a clear and professional fashion, so the more details you put in, the better.  
We will schedule an interview with you.  At this meeting with we will get to know each other and talk about what we’re each all about.  Logistical details of your course such as scheduling and location will take place later.
