Uniform and Equipage List 

96th Penna Vols, Co G “Hamburg Light Infantry”



 compiled by  Cody J Harding and Paul Boccadoro 

Basic Uniform-  Dark blue, four button Sack coat.






    Sky blue infantry trousers.



    Federal forage cap, early or mid-war style.



    Footwear (brogans)



    Federal Issue or civilian undershirt



    Drawers (federal issue or civilian.)

                            Sock, (knitted or issue cotton pair.)

There are many nuances to a Federal Soldiers uniform from 1861-1865 however, this is the most basic, generic and appropriate for men who wish to accurately portray the 96th Pennsylvania Volunteers.  

Sack Coat (fatigue blouse) -  The four button sack coat was the most common coat issued to infantry soldiers during the American Civil War.  A huge departure from the showy dress uniforms of previous years, this coat is the first true American Military Coat (all others before were of foreign influence).  It is made of indigo dyed, kersey weave flannel of dark blue color.  They were either 2, 3 or 4 piece bodies with a four button front.  Most sack coats were lined, however unlined versions were also issued (ratio- 3:1).  Lined sack coats were usually lined with a tan flannel material although other lining materials were also used.  Each coat was issued with one interior breast pocket on the left side of the coat. While more comfortable in summer the unlined versions are usually more expensive as they require more hand stitching.    

Being one of the most noticeable and important features to a soldiers impression, one should try and obtain the best available.   We are fortunate enough to have several quality makers of these items within the hobby.

CJ Daley Historical Reproductions (Chris Daley)- Maker of one of the finest sack coats in the hobby.  A pleasure to deal with.

Price: $165 ppd

Casey Osgood Historical Reproductions- Another quality maker of sack coats
Price: $165 ppd

Matt Caldwell, Sack Coats Unlimited- Excellent quality sack coat.  Will be glad to answer any questions you have. 

Footwear-  Very important piece of equipment as they will be with you for many years and will see much wear.  There are many shoddy makers of footwear out there who’s products will not hold up over the years.  Shoes are a very difficult item to borrow for obvious reasons and take some time to complete, therefore they should be one of, if not the first item purchased.  Jefferson Bootees are the most generic pair of shoe available for Federal soldiers.  

Missouri Boot and Shoe
Shoes in several styles, with sewn or wood-pegged soles. Optional heel plates and hobnails available.  Makes arguably the best pair of Jefferson Bootees on the market.

Price: $127ppd

MJN Boot & Leather Shop
Federal wooden peg-soled brogans and boots. 
 

Federal Issue Trowsers (correct 19th cent. spelling)-   The appropriate trousers are the infantry enlistedman style trousers as opposed to the mounted style with re-enforced seat. 

Several ‘patterns’ of trousers are available, the most accurate would be either Schuylkill Arsenal or J.T. Martin pattern trousers however William Deering pattern trousers are also correct.  

Chris Sullivan / Stony Brook Historical Uniformers- Schuylkill pattern trousers are the preferred for early/mid war impressions in the eastern theater over his William Deering  pattern which is also acceptable.*
Price: $88 includes shipping (make sure to get handsewn options). 

CJ Daley Historical Reproductions (Chris Daley)- Makes a J.T. Martin pattern trousers which are accurate throughout the war for both Western and Eastern theatres.
Price: $165 ppd

Forage Cap-  The union army issued several types of hats to its soldiers throughout the war.  The forage cap is probably the most versatile and the most common.  It is a dark blue cap made of English broadcloth with a painted leather visor, functional chinstrap and two federal eagle buttons to hold on the chinstrap.  The inside was lined with brown polished cotton and had a small makers label on the inside.  Forage caps came in two basic styles.  The M1858, ‘McDowell’ style brim and the mid war style brims.  The McDowell is a crescent shaped visor pointing slightly downward while the mid war style is larger and more square, usually turned or flipped upward.  

Brad Keune
Excellent replica of both styles of forage caps. Specify when ordering.

Price : $60 plus shipping

Chris Semancik

Excellent reproduction ‘midwar’ style cap 
Price: $80 plus shipping

Undershirt-  The most common undershirt worn in the Federal Army would be that of the issue shirt.  There are two varieties of the issue shirt. They are that of the ‘Federal Issue Shirt’ or ‘Contract Variant’.  The former was the most common and made of an rather rough material called Domet Flannel, a plain woven on a cotton warp with woolen filling and finished with a nap slightly raised. They were a simple garment with a one button front and one button on each sleeve.  The Contract Variant shirts were of a wool flannel and issued in either tan, gray, blue or red colors. They had a three button placket front and a exterior pocket on the left breast.  While not nearly as common as the Fed. Issue shirt, the contract shirts were still readily available throughout the war.

However, civilian shirts while in the small minority were also worn by soldiers.  It is  preferred that you get an issue shirt.
Federal Issue Shirt- 
Cody Harding- Fellow member of the 96th Pa.  Entirely handsewn shirt made of quality materials and pattern. 

Price: $60 (this price only for members of the 96th)

Contract Shirt-

CJ Daley Historical Reproductions (Chris Daley)- Makes Contract shirts out of Red, Blue, Gray or Tan flannel.  Mainly machined with hand done buttonholes 
Price: $115 ppd

Drawers-  The Federal Government also issued Underdrawers to the soldiers.  They were made of a material called ‘canton flannel’ and entirely hand-sewn.  The material resembles a fleece on the inside while the outside is rather rough to increase their durability.  They are rather simple garment that resembles long underwear.  With ties at the bottoms of each leg and a two button closure at the top.  The rear, similar to issue trousers had a tie in the rear.  These were used by most soldiers Federal through the war. Civilian drawers were also used however it was much more common for a soldier to wear no drawers rather than a civilian pair.

Federal Issue Drawers-

Cody Harding- Fellow 96er, Makes entirely hand-sewn Federal Issue Drawers.

Price: $40 (this price only for members of the 96th)

CJ Daley Historical Reproductions (Chris Daley)- Makes partially machined drawers.

Price: $68 ppd

Socks-  The Federal Government issued white cotton socks to the soldiers.  While widely used throughout the army, they often times wore quickly and became stretched out.  Many times they just did not hold up to the hard campaigning or keep fellas warm during the winter. Soldiers were very fond of knitted socks.  These socks are by far more comfortable for marching and warmer at night.  They were usually hand knitted out of 100%, naturally dyed materials.  Avoid modern ‘hunting’ socks as they usually are a blend of modern materials and knitted on a modern machine.  Hand knitted socks are a little more expensive but WELL WORTH THE PRICE when you are sleeping out in the fall or early spring. 

Cotton Issue Socks-

Mickey Black-  One of the only makers of cotton issue socks.  While not the most durable pair out there, it is definitely worth getting a pair as they make a great pair of ‘extra’ socks to keep in your pack.  

Price: $9

Wool knitted, civilian socks-  

Kathy Kleiman-
Outstanding hand-knitted wool socks. Kathy will even darn the socks for a small fee when they wear holes in them.

Joyce DeMatteis / The Sock Lady- Wool knit Federal issue stockings.


Price: For a pair it is usually $35
 

Suspenders (braces)-  While a large proportion of soldiers did not wear braces during the war, they were a common feature of a 19th Century civilian man’s outfit. 

Chris Graham-considered one of the best suspender makers around with six different styles. Uses documented period elastic.
Price: $25-57 per pair

Trans Mississippi Depot-  makes several pairs of quality suspenders.

Price: $19-35
Nick Sekela- Distribution through the Skillet Licker (Joe Hoffman).

Price: $35


Basic Equipment-  Canteen


                    Haversack


                    Blanket

                    Knapsack

        Cartridge Box w/sling


                    Cap Pouch 


                    Bayonet w/ scabbard

        Belt

                                Shelter Half

                                Gum Blanket



Canteen- The basic Federal Canteens were of two varieties.  The M1858, ‘smoothside’ canteen and the pattern 1862 ‘bulls-eye’.  The smoothside pattern is preferred as it was issued throughout the war while the bulls-eye pattern was not common until early 1863.  The canteens were originally covered with a gray or brown jean cloth or even old blanket materials. While canteens come with several different nuances depending on where they were issued from, you should consult this article on the web before purchasing your canteen:  http://members.lycos.co.uk/lazyjacks/canteen.htm
Stay away from stainless steel canteens as this is a modern process.  The correct process is that of ‘hot-tin dipping’ which prevents rust.  While this is more accurate, it costs slightly more and therefore plain tin canteens are acceptable (they have to be lined with beeswax to prevent rust).

Orchard Hill Sutlery- Makes EXCELLENT ‘Ultimate Campaigner’ smoothside canteen.  This comes in the hot-tin dipped process.  Be careful because their other generic canteens are poorly made and inaccurate. 

Price: $65 plus shipping

C. D. Jarnagin Co.-  While not the best, still makes an acceptable canteen.  If ordering from Jarnagin, make sure to get a tin canteen. Request a brown of gray jean wool cover. 

Price: $44.95 plus shipping

Haversack- The federal government issued both ‘tarred’ (waterproofed with a black paint mixture) and the unpainted canvas versions.  Most common for the eastern theater of the war would be that of the ‘tarred’ variety.  Several styles exist.


Missouri Boot and Shoe-  Makes several styles of haversacks. They make a copy of an original in their possession from an Illinois soldier Harrison Wiley who was discharged in 1863.  This is a superb haversack for only $25 ( I own one) and the deal is unbeatable.  


      Price(s)- $25-59  

The Haversack Depot- makes copies of two original Federal haversacks.  Quality goods. 



Price: $57 includes shipping. 

Blanket- The federal government originally issued gray blankets with two black end stripes to its soldiers however as supplies dwindled, they also issued blankets of dark tan/brown color.  A quality reproduction blanket is a must as it will get very chilly at nights and cheaper blankets just don’t get the job done.    They are also noticeable when wearing a knapsack or a blanket roll.  

Quartermaster Woolens- Replica blanket issued to Private Abraham Thomas. A brownish blanket.  User must hand-sew the "U.S." markings.

Price- $128 plus $10 shipping

County Cloth- Gray, issue Federal Blanket. The warmest on the market and extremely accurate but expensive.

Price- $159

Family Heirloom Weavers- Brand X blanket.  Similar to the Abe Thomas/ Quartermaster Woolens blanket.  While lighter than the County Cloth blanket, it is still of excellent quality. 

Price: $85 

Gum Blanket -  Almost every soldier carried with him a groundcloth issued to him by the army.  They were usually a rubberized piece of cloth with grommet holes on the ends to tie down or use to make into a poncho.  (Avoid getting a poncho which is similar to gum blanket but was mainly issued to cavalry throughout most of the war).

    Gum Blanket-

C.D. Jarnagin-  Makes the ONLY quality gum blanket around.  

Knapsack-  Infantry soldiers carried all most of their ‘stuff’ in their knapsacks.  The most generic  type of knapsack for an infantry soldier in the federal army would be that of a ‘double bag’ knapsack.  If there is information that the unit you are portraying carried something different, there are other options, however this is the most generic and you would almost always be safe with this.  There are makers of several styles of ‘double bags’ out there.  Some are advertised as ‘early war’ and ‘late war’.  Of course going with something early to mid war is a lot safer than something from the later period of the war.  An early war pack would usually be smaller and have a cotton inner lining rather than a linen one.  There might be variations between machine sewing and hand sewing in the two styles as well.  It is best to contact the maker and talk to them as there were MANY contractors and variations between different double bag knapsacks.  Remember, this is optional, as numerous soldiers discarded their knapsacks and carried a ‘blanket roll’ while on campaign.  Personally I prefer the blanket roll but the decision is for you to make.  If you find the blanket roll serviceable, save the money! As long as you have a quality blanket, feel free to show it off. 

Missouri Boot and Shoe-  Makes both ‘early’ and ‘late’ war styles of the pack.  Call for more info.  Very high quality and reasonably priced to boot. 


Price: $170 

Tent Halves- Infantry soldiers carried with them one shelter half (unless they threw it out) which they buttoned together with another soldiers half to form a ‘dog’ or ‘shelter’ tent.  Several styles were issued throughout the war with different number of panels as well as either brass or sewn grommet holes. The most common and correct for an mid war, eastern theatre infantry soldier would be a three panel ‘early war’ shelter tent with sewn grommet holes.  

Excellent quality-  

The Arsenal- Makes a quality 3 piece shelter half with correct grommet holes and hand done button holes


Price: $90


Serviceable- 

Jargnagin-  They offer several styles however it is preferred that you get one that is three panel (earlier war) and at least machined buttonholes as opposed to grommets.  If you know someone who can hand-sew buttonholes request that they leave them undone and you can do them yourself.
Price: $51-79

Cartridge Box w/ Sling-  The cartridge box was the ‘ammo box’ for a civil war soldier. It hung by a leather sling just above the right hip (sometimes just put on the waist belt rather than sling).  Made of black leather both the cart. box and sling had brass plates on them.  A cartridge box varied depending on the type of rifle carried.  Both .58 cal boxes and .69 cal. boxes were widely used, however for our purposes we use the .58 cal box (good for both .577 Enfield and .58 Springfield rifled muskets).  Many makers manufactured these for the Federal Army during the war.  There are many variations of makers marks available however requesting that none be on your goods is also correct.  Taking into account were the unit you are portraying was from, talk to the maker of the product and ask his opinion on marks, however avoid inspectors stamps as they did not come in until later in the war. 

Cartridge Box-

Missouri Boot and Shoe-  One of the premiere leather makers in the hobby.  Makes an excellent .58 cal box.  Either their 1857 or 1861 pattern. Both is accurate. Come complete with useable tins.  Make sure to get belt plate with it for an additional $6.50.  Request the ‘early war’ pattern plate which is more circle shaped than the ‘later war’ style which is more oval.

Price: $90 ppd 

Cartridge Box Sling-

Missouri Boot and Shoe-  sling is available in original 64 ½ inch length which is what the Ordnance Manual specifies (available in 72 inch length for taller guys. Measure before ordering.).  Available in either Smooth Grain leather or Waxed-Flesh.  For a more accurate early-mid war impression, choose Waxed-Flesh.  Also get the ‘Eagle Breast Plate’ for an additional $6.50.


Price: $25.00 ppd

Cap Pouch- Positioned on the right side of the waist belt, the cap pouch held the percussion caps which set off the musket. It is a small leather box with two flaps, and a piece of lambs wool lining to keep the caps in place.  

Missouri Boot and Shoe- High quality cap pouch. Comes in either U.S. Pattern 1850 or 1861. 1850 has sewn belt loops while the 1861 pattern has rivets on the loops, both come in either Shield Front flap or the Standard U.S. style. Either is correct.    

Price: $35 ppd

Dells Leather Works- Avoid their ‘Enfield’ style cap pouch as their ‘Springfield’ style is more common even though we use Enfield rifle muskets. Also request no makers marks.  


Price: $35 plus shipping

Belt and Belt Plate- All infantry soldiers needed a belt to put all their accouterments on.  The basic belt was a black piece of leather of either Smooth grain or Waxed-Flesh leather.  At the beginning of the war, most belts came with a sewn leather loop on the end.  However in late 1863 this was switched to a ‘brass keeper’.  Most surviving original belts are void of either.  So when choosing your belt request either a sewn end loop (early war) or nothing on the end at all.  Plates also came with the belts.  Stamped on each plate was a large US.  The earlier war style,  was of the same shape as the early war cart. box plate the later war belt plates were also more oval.  On the back were two studs and a hook.  The most common style of early war plates would be what is called a ‘puppy paw’ back.  The studs on the back resemble the pad on a puppy’s foot.  While the belts varied as to whether the hook was behind the U and the studs behind the S on the plate, either is acceptable however the hook behind the U is more common.  (Belt Plates are a confusing topic)

Missouri Boot and Shoe-  Makes excellent belts in either Waxed- Flesh or Smooth grain leather belts.  Smooth grain leather belt production began in July 1862, therefore for purposes of portraying the 96th Pa, a Waxed flesh belt would be more appropriate.

Price: $20 plus 6.50 for early war puppy paw plate. 

Trans Mississippi Depot-  Model 1861 US belt.  Request specifics, type of leather, etc. . .

Price: $38

Bayonet Scabbards-  Bayonet scabbards were of course issued for one purpose, to house your bayonet while not on your rifle.  The bayonet scabbard hung on the left side of the belt.  Near the left hip.  Several varieties of bayonet scabbards were issued to troops to house the myriad of bayonets used during the American Civil War.  Many times you will see reenactors using ‘Enfield’ scabbards which are vertical however even if the soldier used an Enfield rifle he more than likely used a ‘Springfield’ scabbard.  This scabbard is angled forward and is completely leather except for a brass tip on the end and several rivets.  

During the war the bayonet scabbard ‘progressed’ as a piece of equipment. In prewar days, bayonet scabbards like the bayonets themselves greatly varied most in this time, and through the early stages of the war were entirely sewn and void of rivets.  However, as the war progressed the union began placing two rivets on the ‘frog’ as reinforcing.  This was the most common on leather items as they lasted through much of the war and most that were made in say 1862 were probably in service near the end of the war.  However in late 1863 the ‘7 rivit’ scabbard was introduced.  This implemented 5 additional rivets on the frog to again, reinforce the leather. 

Missouri Boot and Shoe- Makes a quality bayonet scabbard.  They sell both 7 rivit and 2 rivit varieties however I suggest you take the route of 2 rivit as this will be a more diverse piece of equipment due to the fact that seven rivit scabbards are inaccurate for any event taking place pre 1863.  

Price: $45

Muskets- Muskets are a complicated and complex topic.  Consult an existing member of the unit. Should be thought out thoroughly before the purchase of a musket as this is an expensive item. One can borrowed until you decide this is the hobby for you. 
Miscellaneous-

These items are not at all necessary.  Only when all or most accurate complete uniform/ equipment is obtained should one worry yourself with these items.  These serve only to compliment your impression and are of the least importance.  However they do add a nice touch to an impression.  This goes for most items except your mess equipment which would be necessary for an event.  

Tinware- From, canteen halves to cups and boilers, tinware is a great thing to have in the field (necessary in some cases).  

For cooking purposes, it is suggested that all obtain a ‘canteen half’ which is exactly what it says, a half of a canteen.  Equipped with a ‘notched’ stick, one can make a serviceable frying pan that fits nicely into your haversack and doesn’t take the room that a frying pan would.  This was a very common practice for Union soldiers.

Otter Creek Tinware – Run by Mr. John Peterson, Otter Creek Tinware makes some of the finest tin items in the hobby. From an assortment of both civilian and military cups to period folding lanterns.  A great guy to deal with who is quick to fill orders and willing to field any questions you might have.
Jarnagin- Sells several types of cups and plates as well as other tin items.  Not the best tinware on the market but serviceable.  

Paper goods-  Period money, letter writing supplies and period books were all carried by the soldiers of the war.  What kind and how much mostly depended on the soldier himself.  Letter writing was very important to most soldiers as was the keeping of a diary or reading.  

Sullivan Press- The only authentic maker of reproduction money I have seen.  Many of the repros out there.  Makes wonderful sets of patriotic stationary, reproduction money as well as other papers and books. 

Price: Varies but very reasonable

Wallets-  In order to keep both your modern and period money in place, a period wallet is a nice addition to an impression.  Many people sell wallets out there, however it is very clear the differences between the quality ones and the garbage out there.  

Dells Leather Works-  Makes a few decent types of wallets.  They come in black and dark brown as well as one nice reddish leather wallet.


Price: $35- 45 

Nick Sekela- Makes an expensive but extremely quality wallet.  The specifications vary.  Only available through Skillet Licker on occasion. 


Price: $40

Civilian Hats (Slouch Hats)/ -  Vary from bowler style hats to tall beehives.   Worn more prominently in the Confederate Army however large quantities of civilian hats were worn in the Union Army (more prevalent in Western theatre).  Like several pieces of equipment, depends on the unit, time period and YOU the individual. 

Tim Bender (TP & H Trading Company)-  Makes a large variety of different hats.  All sorts of Civilian Hats.  Excellent quality.  All are lined using quality material and sometimes contain period labels on the inside of the crown.  Tim is a pleasure to do business with.

Price: $90 (varies depending on the hat and availability)

Bob Burton (Clearwater Hat Company)- Makes many types of civilian hats from all time periods.  Several of the Civil War period hats are based off of particular hats from period photos and originals.  Very well made. 

Price: $85-90

Pocket Knife-  Some say the most valuable tool to an infantry soldier.  If one had this, there was no telling the possibilities.  Cutting rope, chipping away at hardtack, making tent poles, lifting your cup out of the fire . . . the list is endless. It is imperative you get a well made pocket knife as it will see MUCH use.  If you have one of these you can also make your dinner knife obsolete.  

Pocket knives from this period would not be stainless steel but carbon steel.  You should try and get a quality period knife rather than carrying a modern one.  A correct pocket knife should be quality enough to use in everyday life as some of them even have several blades and maintain an edge very well. 

C.J. Daley Historical Reproductions- Sells an affordable, generic, one blade pocket knife. Well made and accurate.  Handle is made of wood.  

Price: $13

Skillet Licker- Often has different styles of accurate pocket knives in stock.

Antique Store-  many antique stores carry knives. Just look for simple non stainless steel pocket knives in decent condition.  As long as it doesn’t have anything too fancy (still doesn’t make it wrong but better safe than sorry) and isn’t made using plastic or screws (usually used pins rather than screws) it will usually serve its purpose.  

Fabrics/ Yard Goods-  For those of you who are more industrious or might know someone with sewing talents, period fabrics can be found at several places.  You can make anything from undershirts to overcoats. Stay away from ‘Wal-Mart’ or ‘Hancock’ fabrics as they are usually dyed with modern chemicals and of much lighter weight and will not hold up for something like an undershirt.  Also if you plan to sew a garment even a simple pair of drawers, it is suggested you contact someone who may have undertaken a similar project before. Pvt. Cody Harding (the unofficial company ‘tailor’) is more than happy to answer any questions you have or help you in making a garment.  Also if you plan to make any garments, start simple with say a pair of drawers rather than a lined sack coat.  

Pat Kline (Family Heirloom Weavers)- Makes a huge variety of 19th Cent. fabrics.  Includes cotton duck for shelter halves, suspender webbing, kersey wool for sack coats and many other items.  Sells thread and some finished garments by Matt Caldwell (talented tailor) too.

Charlie Childs (County Cloth)-  Very quality yard goods.  Also sells some of the ONLY authentic patterns out there.

Note- Other small items will be obtained as you progress through the hobby but none are necessary and will depend on the person as to what you buy and what you don’t. 

Other Reenacting sources on the web- 

www.authentic-campaigner.com-  The definitive resource for authentic reenactors on the web.  Links to most of the vendors on the attached vendor list as well as articles on reenacting and a forum to address questions you might have on the hobby. 

http://www.public.asu.edu/~roblewis/ACW/  - Copy of Hardee’s Infantry Tactics online.  

Camp Chase Gazette- A monthly publication for Civil War Living Historians.  Subscriptions are  

www.campchase.com
The Watchdog-  A quarterly publication that looks at the quality and authenticity of gear on the market.  

www.watchdogreview.com
