Essays – Chapter 1

1. What are the 4 Rs in attacking environmental pollution?  List at least three ways that you can implement these into your daily life.

2. What is the tragedy of the commons?  Name remedies (at least five) that might redress this tragedy.  Evaluate the effectiveness of at least two of the remedies.

3. Define sustainable.  Imagine that the world moves toward a more sustainable society.  Enumerate the human activities that might drastically decrease or disappear.   List jobs that will no longer exist.  Suggest jobs that might come into being.  Be specific.  (In this essay, you may be wordy.)

4. Describe the features of the planetary management philosophy.  Which of the major cultural revolutions appear to follow this philosophy?  What is the term that describes an opposing philosophy?  Do any periods in the US environmental history appear to reflect his philosophy?  Give specific examples to support your claims.

5. The Pile High Island is a small island found on Lake Erie.  The island is totally self sustaining at its present population.  It is the island culture not to ask for help from any nation.  The total population of the island in the year 2000 is 20.  The annual growth rate for the island is 5.0% a year.  The carrying capacity for the island is 400.  Calculate and graph the number of tears it would take for the population to go beyond its carrying capacity.  Discuss how going beyond its carrying capacity can impact their environment.   (at least 3).  Also in your answer discuss Paul Erhlich and John Holden model of “environmental impact of population.”
6. The suggested essays on the PowerPoint outline.

7. Explain the difference between a conservationist and a preservationist.  Be specific.  List at least three differences.  If you consider yourself an environmentalist (conservationist, preservationist or some other stripe or hybrid), explain why you have chosen the “camp” that you have. If you are not an environmentalist, list specific objections to the environmental views from above.

People to Know:
Kennedy, Nixon, Reagan, Carter, Bushes,Clinton, TRoosevelt, FDR,Hardin, Hamilton, Carson, Thoreau, Marsh, Leopold
Acronyms to Know:

TVA,CAA,CWA,CCC,EPA

Random Facts

The passenger pigeon became extinct in the mid 1800s.

The precautionary principle takes the “safe” path that exhorts:  Do no harm.

Pollution identification needs to be specific with the listing of specific impacts!
