Everyday Crafts

Pottery



Goldsmith

Cobbler(leather)

Painter

Blacksmith


Embroiders

Stone carvers


Glass Blowers

Stained glass


Tapestry Weavers

Paper making


Soap Making

Candle Dipping



Everyday Life


Learn about period dress



- What the average person wore



- Create princess hats or flower rings

- Sachets/charms pinned to ladies dress as a token of affection from a knight or to make up for the lack of bathing


Learn some of the period language


Learn about an average woman’s day


Meals of period food (or regular food with period names)


Learn about the government, Kings and Queens and Nobles

Windmills used to power millstones and grind grain into flour


Chess and card playing became popular


Sundials and hourglasses used to tell time

The Arts

Music 


Instruments that were widely used - Recorder, finger cymbals, drums, tambourine

Painting


Paints mixed in the period style, create a painting in the style of a period artist

Puppeteers


Travelling puppeteers entertained at faire’s

Theater


Was the main form of entertainment, Shakespeare


Book Printing

Printing presses were invented in 1455, first book printed was the Bible

Illumination is the art of hand decorating the pages of manuscripts

Jesters

Professional entertainers for the Royal Court

Juggling - scarves could be used for beginners

Knights and Castles


Heraldry


Create your own coat of arms/banner


Armor


Create armor out of cardboard, tinfoil, milk jugs


Quintan


A knight’s jousting practice, a fake knight was set up to be charged at.


Create a Castle
Build your own castle from a paper model, recycled food boxes, draw a picture, or the layout of a castle after learning about them

Science


Astronomy

Great advancements were made during this time, tracking planets and constellations, proving the idea of a sun centric universe, and the first telescope was invented

Alchemists

Chemists tried to turn ordinary metals into gold through science and magic

Misc items/Need more information

Period games

Period food

Dragons - mythical creatures blamed for the destruction of crops and of cities; Believed 

to be guarding secret hoards of jewels

Excaliber - King Arthur’s sword pulled from the stone, or some believe given to him by 

the Lady of the Lake.

Merlin - a legendary wizard, King Arthur’s most trusted advisor

Unicorn - it’s horn was said to have magical qualities; unicorns appear in paintings, tapestry’s, stained glass, literature, and heraldry

Legend of Robin Hood
Focus on Women of the Renaissance

Rename the sites to reflect renaissance names

Renaissance scavenger hunt

Hunt to find the Dragons treasure

Hunt to free the princess from the dragon

In August and 100 degree Texas heat, our troop will be tent

camping.  We wanted to have a theme for the camp this time and

the girls came up with a Princess Friendship camp.

If anyone has any directions on how to do pool noodle jousting

where you try to put the noodle through rings, please let me know.

I'm stuck on where to put the rings.  Do you hang them?

If anyone is interested, here's the activities that we've come up:

Meeting before camping:  teach girls how to make finger weaving

belts.  We'll give them the supplies to make the belts as they get

into the cars going to the camp (1 1/2 hr trip).

After arriving and unloading, setting up tents, eating sack dinner,

girls will decorate the cuffs of socks with "jewels" (I have a tough

time getting them to wear socks at camp.  Hopefully this will help.)

 Also they will paint on torn strips of tissue paper onto small poster

board hearts with liquid starch.  Hearts will have holes punched into

the top.  Girls will tie ribbon in the holes.  Socks and hearts will dry

overnight.

The next day, everyone will make wreaths out of the wire that is

gold and has stars on it.  They'll twist in silk flowers in the front and

tie long ribbons and fabric strips down the back.  They'll wear these

over their bandanas.  They'll also cut off the arms and neck ribbing

from adult x-large white t-shirts, decorate them with markers, fringe

the bottom if they like for a tunic.  They'll put on the tunic and

jewelled socks, wear their belt they made, put on the wreath, and

hang the tissue paper hearts from either their belt or from their

wreath.

Then they'll rotate between stations:

 - Learn about medieval illuminations.  Each buddy pair will copy

onto poster board one part of the Girl Scout Promise, making the

1st letter very large.  Then they'll decorate that first letter with

hearts, vines, flowers, etc.

 - Learn the lazy daisy embroidery stitch and make some pouches.

 Hang these from their belt.

 - Make decorated walking sticks with yarn wrapped around them,

glued on jewels, hang perhaps their tissue paper hearts too.

- When it's really hot, we'll have the Royal Games.  Included will be

jousting with pool noodles, wet sponge toss, bouncing water

ballons with their buddy on a pillow case, and "Dragon in the Moat"

game.  The dragons (leaders) sit in a kiddy pool filled with water.

Leaders have a squirt gun or water bottle.  The object of the game

is to get your team's pail filled up.  One girl from each team  runs

with a kid's sand pail and fills it up from the moat.  However, the

dragon can squirt anyone who gets near.  The pail has holes cut in

the sides and bottom so the water leaks out as the girls run back

to pour the water in the pail.  The next girl runs to the moat, etc.

At the evening campfire, we'll sing some rounds and some

Princess songs (Princess Pat, etc.)

On Sunday, we'll have 2 stations:

 - I found on sale cute small paper mache boxes with tops at a

craft store.  I'll spray paint these gold ahead of time.  Girls will glue

on "jewels" and decorate the boxes.  Leader will face paint the girls

while they're working on the boxes.  Face painting will be flowers,

stars, etc.

 - Make sachets (since medieval people were kind of stinky as the

girls may very well be by then).

We'll pack up, have lunch, then end with a royal scavenger hunt.

Christine Tarski

Rockwall, TX

Troop 2113

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 Summary of ideas:

 Play jousting, riding broom handles, fighting with empty paper towel

 rolls.

 Making floral wreath head-dresses with ribbons on the back.

 Human chess.

 Have a set of stocks set up and wet sponges available (Drench a Wench!)

 Have a falconer visit

 Have a local re-enactment group visit.

 Address each other as "Lady Emily", "Lady Gemma" etc. Reply with "Yes,

 m'lady".

 Address leaders as "Your highness"!

 Puppet shows.

 Juggling

 Finger food/no forks banquet with traditional foods and table manners

 Archery

 Knights of the round table, excalibur, merlin, camelot, King Arthu

 The lady of shallot

 Sorcery, fairy tales

 Quill writing, manuscript illumination

 Pot pourri sachets

 Weaving and spinning wool.

 Medieval campfire with appropriate songs and instruments (recorder,

 finger cymbals, drums, tambourines)

 Maypole dancing

 Medieval widegame - rescuing princesses or outwitting witches and

 dragons.

 Bards and story-tellers

 Court-jesters

 Heraldry - design your own coat or arms

 Make a shield of your coat of arms.

 Make a cardboard and tin-foil suit of armour

 "Stained glass" suncatchers

 Robin Hood, Sherwood Forest etc.

 The crusades

 Jewel boxes

 Tall cones hats with chiffon scarves trailling from the top

 Leather work

 Embroidery

 Paper making

 Candle dipping

 Make a sundial round the flagpole

 Astonomy

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1. Medieval Madness: decorate camp w/medieval stuff, crafts could include

making paper castles(I've got instructions), making finger cymbals &

Tambourines, making costumes like damsel hats & jester hats, games could

include some kind of jousting, bean bag tosses, or other types of medieval

games. Of course you would have to have a feast or banquet. Different units

could be different characters -- Seniors/Cadettes could be serving

wenches(that should entice them to stay in scouts), Daisies could be

princesses and Brownies queens, Juniors could be jesters, of course, you'll

probably get a bunch of Brownie Queens running around telling everyone what

to do...

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

we took burger king crowns, spray painted them gold, added some sequins

and metallic fabric paint - gave them to every adult and made them "my

lady".  the the two leaders who co chaired the event were address as

"your majesty."

my girls (5th grade/6th grade juniors) were, at first, knights of the

kingdom.  we adapted a cub scout flag ceremony (thanks to jari dikes and

others for giving me the ceremony to adapt and some great ideas!)(the

ceremony follows at end of message.)

we had 1 girl, the caller, be the herald.  we had 1 girl be the bard.  we

had two cadettes be the squires.  the rest of the girls were the knights.

 we had cut sheilds from poster board that they decorated and they spray

painted poster board sword a metallic silver and black.  (the sword had a

straighten wire hanger duct taped to the back of the sword as a support)

the knights were the center of the horseshoe and as they came in they

formed two lines.  the queens followed and you should of seen their faces

when the knights all knelt and put their swords over their hearts as they

passed.  then as the flags came through they stood up and raised their

swords to form an arch.  they loved it.

once the opening ceremony was finished they exchanged their swords and

shields for robin hood hats and then they assisted with the programing.

as they passed any adult with a crown they bowed their heads and murmured

my lady.  it flustered some of the leaders.  =)  and of course their

majesties got a deeper bow.  my girls had a blast!  it was the most fun

they had ever had helping out at an event.

ladies and gentleman, please remember when you use your older girls to

help out at events - please allow them some say in how they will help.

we were asked to help and then given the theme.  we were then invited to

join in the theme however we wanted.  the girls had alot of fun coming up

with these ideas - except for the flag ceremony - that was my job.  =)

the more they have invested the better they will enjoy the event.  by

allowing them to take on a role - they could play too.  after all once

you hit the grand age of 11 & 12 how many times do you still play dress

up and make believe?

the girls still talk about the fun they had being staff at the service

unit campout.

yigggs,

ann

the flag ceremony

(Squires:  have the girl scouts form a horseshoe around the area where we

will place the flags with a break in the middle for the flags to enter.)

Herald:

Here Ye, Hear Ye!

The Kingdom of Girl Scouting and the Barony of Illinois Crossroads

requests your presence before the Royalty of the Land!

Squires, Prepare for the entrance of their Majesties and their Knights.

(Squires:  make sure the center area is open enough for 2 lines of

knights and the flags).

(The knights enter followed by their Majesties.)

Bard:

The flags, shields, and banners of kings were symbols of the monarchy.

Fleur-de-lis, lions, trees symbolized strength, purity or the place of

the king.

Our banner has three colors, and stars as symbols.  Our colors show red

for bravery, white for purity, and blue for loyalty.  The stripes stand

for the thirteen colonies, and the stars stand for all the states.

Herald:

Girl Scouts of the Kingdom, please stand at attention for the symbol of

our land.

Herald:

Knights!  Hold your swords at attention while the flag of our country is

brought up.

(the american flag enters)

Herald:

Please join in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Bard:

The banner of our Barony of Illinois Crossroads flies freely in the wind.

 The colors of blue, green and white representing the three parts of our

promise.

(the council flag enters)

Herald:

Please join in the Girl Scout Promise.

Color Guard please post the colors.

Color Guard honor the Flag of your Country.

Color guard dismissed.

Girl Scouts dismissed.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Cool Joni!! Can I come too??? I hope to take my troop to the Ohio Renaissance 

Festival for GS days in Sept. Here is their website: 

http://www.renfestival.com/

Here is the paper castle instructions. I think it is from Owl and Mouse...<A 

HREF="

http://familycrafts.about.com/gi/dynamic/offsite.htm?site=http://www.yourchildlearns.com/castle.htm


"> http://www.yourchildlearns.com/castle.htm</A>

The planetarium at U. of Louisville has a traveling astronomy program. I 

scheduled it for my service unit last year and the girls all loved it. You 

may want to check into that.

You've probably thought of these things: dipped candles, leather 

crafts...maybe you could get someone to demonstrate jousting or something 

else horse related...or other crafts/arts from the time. The website above 

should give you lots of ideas to get you going in the right direction. Maybe 

someone could come from a zoo to show some birds of prey...

Laura Owens

GS of Kentuckiana

Louisville

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Here is the link to the site with a free program to make a paper castle. The

free software is easy to use -- you just print pages out. I think it is from

Owl & Mouse. I found the link from About.com Paper Crafts or something like

that...

<A

HREF="http://familycrafts.about.com/gi/dynamic/offsite.htm?site=http://www.you

rchildlearns.com/castle.htm"> http://www.yourchildlearns.com/castle.htm</A>

Here is another one w/building plans for castles. I haven't checked this one

out.

 <A HREF="http://www.geocities.com:0080/Area51/Hollow/7231/castleplans.html">C

lick here: Castle Building Plans: Our Dreams on Paper</A>

While looking for my lost castle plans, I found ice cream in a bag or

can...You can find it midway down the list of activities on this page. There

are other things on there that look pretty useful too! It is from About.com

<A

HREF="http://childparenting.about.com/parenting/childparenting/library/weekly/

aa060698.htm?rnk=r3&terms=paper+castle"> Summer Activities for K-6 Kids: Arts

& Crafts - Parenting of K-6 Children - 06/06/98</A>

Laura Owens

GS of Kentuckiana

Louisville

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Hi Joni!

Here are some musical instrument ideas:

Drum:  Take a 1 lb. coffee can or similarly sized oatmeal box and a 12 inch 

balloon.  Cut off the stem part of the balloon and stretch it to fit over the 

opening of the can.  Then I usually take contact paper or colored paper and 

attach it around the can and decorate it.  Attaching the paper helps keep the 

balloon in place.  We made drum sticks and poked holes in the sides of the 

cans to attach strings to too. It also makes a neat sound if you just pinch 

the balloon with your fingers, pull it out slightly and let go.

Kazoos:  Directions found in the brownie handbook to make them out of TP 

rolls:  Fit a square of wax paper over one side, secure with a rubber band, 

and hum through the other end to make the kazoo sounds.

Bell tambourines:  Use 2 chinet plates, punch holes around the edges so they 

line up on the 2 plates with the insides facing each other.  Tie bells onto 

about 18" of curling ribbon and thread thru the holes in the plates.  

Decorate the outside of the plates as you wish.  We did sponge painting once, 

but decorating them with markers was much less messy!!!

Bell bracelets:  Make a bracelet by stringing bells onto stiff cording.

Rattles:  Take a 1x2" piece of wood about a foot long.  Use a hammer and nail 

to nail metal bottle caps to the end.  Put 3 caps together, and hammer the 

nail into them just until the nail holds, not enough to go thru the other 

end.  Line up about 3 to 4 sets of these at the end of the wood.

Maracas:  Cut up an egg carton and put two of the egg cups together face to 

face.  Place beans inside, secure together with masking tape.  Carefully 

slice a hole in the bottom of one to fit in a popsicle stick or wooden dowel. 

 Paper mache around the egg cups, let dry, paint as desired.

Sand paper noise makers:  Secure sand paper around 2 wooden blocks, and 

scrape them together to make an interesting sound.  You can fasten a wooden 

knob to the wood too for a handle.

Rhythm sticks:  Two large dowels that have been cut to about a 12" length, 

sanded and decoratively painted.  Even better if you can cut notches into 

them and scrape them together to make interesting sounds.

Harmonica:  Use large straws like the ones that come from McDonalds.  Cut 

them into graduated lengths.  Place a piece of masking tape down onto a table 

and line up the straws in order of their length, keeping one end even all the 

way across.  Do this for about 8 pieces.  Fold the tape over the top of all 

the straws.  Now blow across the tops of the straws to make the sound.  You 

may have to adjust the lengths of the straws to get the tones you like.

Hope some of these ideas help!

Lynn Chaput

Jr Leader & SUM

Leicester, Mass

Montachusett GSC

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Do you really want to MAKE an instrument?  An idea we used at our Day Camp 

(Renaissance Theme) was we BOUGHT Recorders (the were bamboo from Oriental 

Trader at I think around 60 cents per girl) and had a Minstrel "teach" the 

girls how to play a simple scale!  Just a different twist, instead of 

concentrating on making them we learned how to use them.

Another thing that may fit you theme is learning and then doing a Maypole 

Dance as this was from this period,

Good luck!

Elaine Royer

Trainer, SUD, Lifetime Member

Hemlock GS Council

Central PA

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Hello! I attended a Renaissance encampment a couple

years back, and it was fabulous. Some ideas that you

might be able to use:

-teach them to waltz. Call the local Arthur Murray

dance studio and ask for someone to volunteer--- or,

call the local community of active retirees and see if

anyone there dances. The seniors usually love to come

and share with the girls. Waltz is a bit later than

the minuet, but it's still a court dance. If you

prefer to learn to minuet and can't find anyone, call

the local college/university dance department and see

if anyone there teaches History of Dance or stages

dances for theater productions like Camelot,

Cinderella, etc.-- those people may be able to help as

well. (Even better if you're teaching them a dance--

try to get a couple of long skirts that a pair or two

can put on at a time and try to dance in-- it's next

to impossible and lots of fun!!)

-make a jester hat or a flower ring. One of the most

popular activities for our girls(the troop sponsoring

it ran out of supplies) was to make a flower ring for

their hair.  The troop provided silk flowers and

ribbon; the girls braided 3 ribbons to make a base,

glued flowers on, and wore them constantly. 

-design a coat of arms. There are some good books

available for basic heraldry, and girls loved

designing a crest for themselves and/or their troops.

Hope some of this is of use to you-- I did try to

think of instruments and even asked my mom (she's a

teacher), but no luck other than drums, violins/lutes,

and recorders. 

YiGGGS,

Leanne Powner, AU CGS

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

      You could start by contacting the local branch of the Society for

Creative

Anachronism (SCA).  Most SCA folk are more than willing to arrange to

help

people with a medieval theme activity (we call it a demonstration).

They can usually demonstrate medieval dance (and teach it), show off

foot combat (we use rattan swords not steel), calligraphy, costuming and

more.

     You can start with the main SCA WebPage:  http://www.sca.org/

there is a section (page) on the site to help you locate a local branch

of the Society.

       Don Stark

       Known in the SCA as:  Lord Galen the Merchant

                                          Companion of the Order of the

Panache

                                          Companion of the Order of the

Lindquistrings

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

     I just wanted to Thank everyone that has helped with ideas and

suggestions for our "Medieval" Encampment!   We had such fun!!  We did

not get much sleep the first night!  LOL we knew that was going to

happen!  The second night was the leaders up all night laughing and the

girls sound asleep!  The cardboard horses and pool noodle jousting  (had

3 rings to hook) was a big hit  as was the Funny utencil meal!  Can't

wait to get pictures back on that one! We made flowered wreathes for our

hair, pouches out of burlap, and had a Jewel of Knowledge quest ( Thank

you Lisa) also a search for the Dragon! Dragon was holding a flowered

ribbon for everyone who found him!  My senior scouts did a great job of

hiding him!  We also made tunics out of T shirts!  there was a shield

and banner already printed on shirt.  Girls all made their own crests

they were really creative!  then cut off arms and neck of T shirt cut

down the sides and used ribbon to lace it back up.  This was the first

time my juniors went tent camping and they had such a great time, 2 got

a bit

homesick and 1 was afraid of the the latrines but they made it and had

smiles when we got home

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Hello, friends....I thank you for all the responses you sent regarding

the Renaissance faire program, and I'd like to share the program we did

and also the compilation of your responses.  Queen Juliet's Faire was

held on the first weekend in June and was a terrific program, despite

the fact that the organizer had insufficient help and a 7 week old

baby.  In my council, programs are proposed in March for the next

year....so anything can happen in the interim!  Anyway, we were all in

costume for most of Saturday, while we did activities run by Lady

Jennifer's SCA friends..  archery, blacksmithing, flowered headresses,

dance, embroidery, games, and heraldry.  At midday, we had a wonderful 8

course feast which was prepared by Lady Jennifer and her family. We had

characters walking around...Queen Juliet and an outlaw we all tried to

capture for the reward.  We also had a campfire on Friday night and a

troubador on Saturday night.  170 girls and adults signed up for this

program, which was open to all levels.  My troop has volunteered to be

the kitchen crew for the next one!   Thanks again!

YiGGGS,

Joan Piercey

Other ideas you all sent:

     Do jousting - not real jousting, but have girls ride stick horses

with an empty paper towel roll in their hand and they have to catch a

ring hanging somewhere.  Does that make sense?

     For a craft have them make long veil like things that attach to

headband things decorated with fake flowers.

     We went to a renaissance fair and they played live chess.

     You could have a stock set up and have people throw wet sponges at

them

(public punishment in the old days)

     Maybe you could find a falconer to come and give a demonstration.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

     My first job was working as a 'wench' at The Renaissance Faire in

Sterling

Forrest, New York.  Off the top of my head I would say no faire would be

complete without girls running around in flower-wreath crowns.  If you

want to go for the simple ones, just use a head-sized ring or two of

wire garland and tie off with long curling ribbon streamers in the back

(you can use the streamer colors to identify certain age-levels or

troops).  More elaborate ones would incorporate silk or dried flowers,

real ribbons, more garland to thicken it up.  Fancier ones make good

thank you gifts to the volunteers.  Since it's Girl Scouts, a big ring

of daisies accented

with small yellow roses and baby's breath and ribbons in green & blue

would

be cute.

     Have the girls call each other by "Lady _____" the whole time ....

Lady Meagan, Lady Katie, Lady Jennifer, etc.

     Troop leaders or certain volunteers could be identified by gold

paper crowns (available in party stores or paint over the ones at Burger

King). A 'Queen for the Day' kind of thing.  Make the girls address them

as ' your majesty' or 'your highness.' Always following up her comments

with "Yes, ma'lady."

     Puppet shows were big back then.  Kites were a novel idea.  See if

you can find a juggler or two to wander around or have someone try to

teach the girls.  You might be able to get folks from a reenactment

group come and pretend to be certain characters.  Some may go as far as

staging a knights' challenge or dual.

     Punch, no soda.  Only finger foods.  Roasted or BBQ chicken legs if

possible.  If you are doing a bigger authentic meal...go for 'throwed'

rolls, boiled & parsely'd small red potatoes, clean but uncut carrots.

Watermelon could work as a dessert.

     Tease them with the fact there was no ice or toilet paper back then

and chocolate was just being invented...and only sampled by the wealthy.

     If the event is outside, try a sponge tossing contest...noting the

people back then probably only took sponge baths and those were rare.

We used to call this "Drench a Wench."

     An easy craft could be 'Kissing Stones."  Find a bag of 1" white

rocks (Home Depot sells them for filling in walkways, etc.  They're in

the garden section) and have the girls use donated old nailpolish to

paint a heart on a rock.  Renaissance girls would do this and slip the

rock to a boy they liked.  He could later exchange it for a kiss.  This

would be cute to take home to dad or mom after the event.

     I still have my first 'rock.'  On the last day of the faire, I was

(16) busy making crepes and the cutest 20 yr old guy making sausages on

a nearby grill dropped a kissing stone in my apron pocket. He said I was

the highlight of his summer and he had to have one kiss to remember me

by. (Insert many butterflies into tummy here).  The King and Queen

mock-married us that afternoon in the middle of the human chess game

just before the joust & he got his kiss.  Half the faire 'characters'

celebrated that night by going to Rocky Horror Picture Show...in

renaissance customes...and then went our separate ways.  Quite the

day...1982.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

     First of all, have each patrol make up a coat of arms.

     You will want to have a jousting tournament, I can give you details

of

how to do one if you like.

     You will want archery, too.  You can hit up BSA for an archery

instructor, if needed.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

     Think medieval....Knights of the Round Table and Merlin the

Magician....The girls can make flower or ribbon garlands for their

hair...glitter gel and fairy wands seem appropriate...maypole

dancing....fortune telling with crystal balls...eating

chicken or turkey legs with no utensils and "grog" to drink.  Maybe they

can braid Rapunzel's long hair...make a cake castle with ice cream cones

as the turrets. I would look into birthday party books for a princess

type party..

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

      For spring encampment last year they did a renaissance theme.

They did writing with feather quill pens they made themselves, maypole

dances, a wide game with dragons and damsels in distress and knights on

stick-horse "steeds" and they made sachets ... it was great.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

     If they're in the spirit, food is interesting, as in the Medieval

era there were no tomatoes, potatoes,  corn or peanut butter. We did

bread with lunchmeat and cheese, apples, pears on day 1. The same plus

pies in pie irons day 2, a one-pot with sausage and cabbage and barley

day 3, chicken under a bucket day 4 and a roast pig day 5. Gamey things

like pheasant and venison would be neat. I had one crabby mom who

thought day camp should be hot dogs and ice cream and she sort of ruined

the atmosphere.

     Crafts: take a soup can (or bigger), freeze water in it and make

interesting designs with a nail - it becomes a candle holder when the

ice melts (the ice is to keep the can intact when making holes..

     Pomander balls: take an orange (available from China in 15th

century, which is only sort of cheating) and put whole cloves in it (Can

get whole cloves cheap from LEts Spice it up at 1-800-659-6302 - 12 oz

for $6)  This is a scented thing that hangs in a closet or drawer and

smells good.

     Carving - get 25lb of plaster of paris (about $6 at Lowes) and make

batches and put in school-sized milk cartons (could use bigger). Let

dry, peel off the carton, and have kids carve with butter-type knife

(get cheap at thrift store)

     Weaving, playing with raw wool  are always appropriate.

     Music can be chants, minstrelly, tambouriney things. All rounds

sound medieval whether they are or not.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

     We have a large professional Renaissance fair in our area so we're

using some of those ideas.

     * A Maypole

     * Hair ornaments that circle the head like a halo.  They're made

from pretty craft wire (the kind with gold stars) with ribbon wrapped

around the wire and allowed to hang down in back.

     * Turkey drumsticks cooked outside

     * Apple cider

     * Short, funny skits created by the girls

     * Juggling

     * Funny games like water balloon tag

     * Simple necklaces with moon and stars

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

     Many moons ago, my Cadette Senior Troop wanted to have a May Day

Festival. (May 1). We enlisted the help of some individuals from the

SCA, Society for Creative Anachronisms.

     We danced around a Maypole to medieval music, on cassette that we

borrowed from our local library, everyone learned how to dress

appropriately, without zippers, only using ties and hooks and eyes.

Things like watches and anything that didn't belong to the time period

was not allowed. We had a meal of roasted chicken, and beef with

trenchers, (bread plates), salat (salad), pasties (potato turnovers).

Our dessert consisted of gingerbread in the shape of a castle. Everyone

was called m'lord or m'lady and young ladies were escorted to their

seats by a gentleman in a tunic and tights. It turned out very well. Oh

by the way, the only utensils allowed were spoons and knives, forks

didn't exist in the time period that we used. The trenchers are meant to

sop up the gravy from the meat and be eaten.

     We also did a program with another organization called Medieval

Knights, we served a similar program but asked for some costumers who

also sang to come and provide entertainment "for a meal and a song".

This also turned out well, we had attended a performance at a local

Medieval Dinner Theatre and adapted our dinner to this. We had an

interactive performance with the audience, where you must have

the permission of the king to do anything, even go to the bathroom,

which they called "Canterbury", Each table was required to make a

standard (flag symbol of their table) and were so called by the name of

their area. We posted wanted posters for Robin Hood,  We sold roses for

m'lady (from Oriental Trading catalog) for a 1.00 each, (to go to

charity), had a costume contest, The executioner had a game called

"Prisoner's escape" using rope handcuffs that we borrowed from a local

boy scout stunt book. Two buddy's were linked together, each with their

own rope handcuffs, and they had to get out and be the first to escape.

One of the trusty boy scouts pulled out a jacknife and cut his way out.

We gave them swap type key rings as prizes that had a thin rope noose

attached to a wooden block with the attatched words, "It's the block for

you!"

     Leather work is appropriate, target shooting of any sort, floral

wire wrapped with ribbon and flowers makes simple crowns for the ladies,

by the way some of them were called wenches. A Jester or Juggler was

also considered for entertainment.

From: Ltramutolo@aol.com
Sent: Wednesday, February 27, 2002 9:51 AM
Subject: Re:Renaissance Dad-Daughter Date Night


Dad and Daughter Renaissance Date Night is now a thing of the pass but will be remembered for years to come I am sure! Of course, it took Ann and I a day to recuperate but it was worth every effort we put into it. I want to thank each and every one of you for your valuable information and encouragement. After much searching I did find some of the Society for Creative Anachronisms in Iowa but they were really not able to help us. The groups that did things for free could not come due to prior commitments or work schedule or too far away and the people who received payment were way beyond what we could afford. Each group wished us luck and the promoter of Renaissance Faires in this area sent us all tickets to attend a Renaissance Faire in August in the Amana Colonies which is only 30 minutes from here. So we visited the public library and checked out books and CDs and ! we were off and planning!

Anyhow we did it on our own and it was great. Let me tell you all about it. The girls (14 second grade Brownies) made invitations and rolled them up to look like scrolls. They made ribbons and stars crowns for themselves and used BURGER KING crowns with a few minor changes for Dads. They each made a shield of their own design. Each girl came dressed as a princess - a few in renaissance dresses and the rest a little more modern style - but each one a beautiful princess.

We made the front of a castle including the moat out of cardboard and they walked thru the castle door to get into the 'great hall' where the banquet would be. As they entered the 'great hall' the court jestor/herald (Ann's other daughter a Junior Girl Scout) sounded her trumpeter (which we made out of PVC and painted gold) and announced "Hear ye. Here ye. Welcome Princess --- and King -- of ----".  Everyone arrived almost on the dot of six o'clock which was great. Ann made her appearance in her Dragon Costume which was a surprise for the girls because they didn't plan that part. They all found their places at the table where their coat of arms was hanging plus each person had a mug with their name. Since we could not afford the real thing we found a buy at the dollar store on glass mugs so we used clear labels and OLD ENGLISH style type. We put 'Princess --' with D/D date night and the date on each mug. Each place had a page of "Faire Speak" in case someone wanted to talk like that and a place card shaped like a crown which had their name in same style script as the mugs.  I was the 'Serving Wench' in a long white muslin dress and apron with a black bodice that laced which I made. I was also the cook which took me all day long.

First remove as they called it was cream of chicken soup and French bread. Second remove was roasted chicken, twice baked potatoes, uncut green beans, and more bread plus we had veggie trays on the table too. Third remove was a mixed fruit dumpling. For drink we had fruit juice and milk. We serviced the second remove on silver platters - one for each couple. I split the chickens in half so each couple received a half of the chicken and two halves of potato. They really enjoyed eating with their fingers. 

While they were eating The Dragon told them a story about a Dragon and then she asked them questions and if they gave the correct answer they received golden coins (chocolate candy coins). Then the Wizard did magic and taught the princesses to juggle each girl receiving three scarfs. A few of the Dads got involved in that too. Then between second remove and desert they played a game sort of like Musical Chairs but this was pass a 'bundle.' When the music stopped the person holding the bundle unwrapped only the outside paper and she would find a 'treasurer' or a 'folly,' such as, say a poem or wear a napkin on your head or etc. Then the bundle was passed again until the music stopped and until the bundle was unwrapped completely.  The Dragon had her treasurer bag with little gifts for anyone who didn't get something so everyone got atlas two items. Our Dads are the really good sports and one Dad's folly was to skip around the tables.

Then it was the Dad's turn. We made two horseheads (one black and the other brown) and two shields (one with a black cross and one with a red cross) out of cardboard. We taped the horseheads to the backs of office secretary type chairs. The girls each had a small shield with a black cross on one side and a red cross on the other side. The Dads straddled the chairs and using foam-like pipe covering (lucky to have a plumber in the family) as lances they JOUSTED. What fun! The princesses yelled for the black or the red knight and then used the red or black side of their little shield to vote who won. The black knight usually won as that chair moved backwards the best. (I guess I put more backward mileage on that one!)

After everyone arrived and was announced they moved the castle front into "the great hall" and during the First Remove each Princess and Dad had their photo taken with the Wizard, the Court Jester and the Dragon in front of the castle. We made cute picture frames with a castle and a knight in shinning armor and, etc., with the date for the pictures. They will take them home next week from the meeting.

Needless to say everyone had a great time and yesterday we received many compliments from mothers. Would we do it again? YES but not next week! This week we have to deliver Girl Scout Cookies!

Lee Tramutolo & Ann Parker
Brownie Troop 1848
Cedar Rapids, Iowa
From: Becki Graham [bgraham_gs@yahoo.com]

Sent: Wednesday, February 13, 2002 3:08 AM

To: cad-senleaders@yahoogroups.com; allgirlscouts@yahoogroups.com

Subject: [cad-senleaders] Re: Day Camp Ideas...medieval/once upon a time

theme

Here is what I had compiled & saved a while back.

I'd love to hear any new ideas. Sorry, I don't

have the names of everyone on there to give

credit!

  -Becki

-------------------------------------------------

> Title: Coming together at Camelot  The girls

arrive as squires to serve at the Court of

Camelot. Arthur has left for the crusades and 

took the Knights with him. Lady Gwenevere and Sir

Boss undertake training the squires through a

variety of

> callenges to earn the right for Knighthood.

Just remember, if you find a fire-breathing

dragon in the woods and bring it in to camp, it

is an

> excellenttime for a fire drill. Hope this helps

Sue HutchinsonToronto Area Trainer>

> 

We did a Medieval theme for our Division dinner a

few years ago and one of the activities that we

had for entertainment

wasjousting on hobby horses with pool noodles. It

was a lot of fun.

Joan LundRichmond Hill, Ontario

Activities planned:

 One thing I have been part of at a church camp

is agame called "The Sword & The Satchel"  it

would be a cool wide game. Divide into teams of

about 10 or so.  Each team has a "base" area. 

They are safe in their base.  Bases were made

usingflagging tape held downwith roofing nails.

Each player gets: a sword (PVC pipe ~2' long

covered in PVC  pipeinsulation with 6" of rough

sandpaper duct-taped on ~8" from the end) a

satchel (small cloth bag with 10 pennies in it) a

balloon (moderately inflated and attached to

thebelt at the SIDE) Around the playing area are

lots of hidden   treasures(big foil covered

coins, goblettes, crowns, jewels, etc.) Playing

area should be large and  include both wooded and

open areas, although team bases should be in

theopen. Basically, it's a scavenger hunt.  Find

the treasure and get them to the  treasure box in

your base. When you encounter a player from

another team, you sword fight.  You use the

sandpaper on the sword to try and "kill" them by

breaking their balloon.  if you kill them you get

the treasure they are carrying (if any). if they

kill you, vice versa.  of course  duelling rules

need to be established.  (You must fight when

challenged, no hitting "sensitive areas", safety,

etc.) When you are killed, you go to a main depot

and trade in a coin from your sachel to get a new

life (balloon).  Run out of pennies and you get

creative to convince the staff to give you a

life.  The depot is staffed by, well, staff.

That's basically it.  The team with the

mosttreasure  at the end wins. decide ahead of

time on how long the game will go.If it goes

faster than you thought, then make it harder, or

just  reset and play it again. Oh, BTW, base

raiding is optional.  Decide before you play. 

You can't attack someone who is in a base, but if

you decide to add it, then people can steal your

treasure and you need to be sure to leave 2

people (no more) as defenders of the base.  It

adds a twist to the pillage and steal motif. Of

course, the whole time we were playing this the

music from Monty Python's "The Holy Grail" was

being played on loud-speakers, with a couple of

medieval dressed "sports commentators" doing

commentary on the loud speaker.  it made it fun

and helped take away some of the competitiveness

of the game.  The kids loved it.  So did the

staff,who played too.  (Each team had 2 staff

with them) Hope this helps.>>>>

We did a medieval theme a few years ago.  We

contacted a group of medievalists (sp?) and they

came to camp in 

costume!!

One man was a story teller and had the Brownies

listening intently. Two women came as court

jesters and did a great job. A woman came as

aprincess or something and she taught the girls

the words to "Early one morning". We made head

circlets and attached pieces cut from old living

room sheers.  Everyone including our medieval

guests had aroast beef dinner.  We had plastic

wine goblets filled with grape juice.  We made

dragon crafts and unicorn pictures.  The girls

each made a pouch purse from an old velvet coat I

bought from the thrift shop. Threaded gold rope

through the top.  They made bead  necklaces on

elastic thread.  Thats all I can remember right

now.  Great theme!

Reply-to: mamaleopard@snail-mail.net 

 Subject: Re: Re: Fairy Tale Weekend 

Before I paste it in, I wanted to let you know

there were two other files, but they were very

long.  I had already seen the information at: http://www.guidezone.skl.com/

Just search under 'Themes'.  Somewhere in there

is a file about 'Fairy Myst Weekend' and another

file about making 'Fairy Wings'.  If

you haven't seen this site....it is great!!

Ok here is the rest. I just slapped them in a

file, so don't flame me about typos!! LOL

We used "Hansel & Gretel", having the girls lay

trails with small stones & trail markings...one

group led the first way, the 

other group led us home.   We also used "Snow

White" for cooking & clean-up after meals, the

"Whistle While You Work" & then we bobbed for

apples. One of them had markings on it...that was

the Poisoned Apple, & whoever got  it won a

prize.

You can use the "Three Little Pigs" for setting 

up camp...if not tent  camping, they can decorate

cabins.

 "Goldilocks & the 3 Bears" was used to hide

things in girls  beds...once they found it, they

had to hide it in someone else's 

bed in another cabin without  getting caught. If

they were caught, they had to do something silly.

Alcie in wonderland stations where brownies would

have a tea party and work on there manners badge.

(GAME???)

Midas section everyone to work on jewelry.   

Robin Hood station Archery or horseshoes.  alice

in wonderland croquet

3 little pigs home decorating art pottery etc. 

They ate poisoned apples (carmel apple slices),

cockle shell cookies (sugar cookies), cherry

tarts, and mad hatter's punch (simple fruit

punch). They decorated the classroom with large

pictures of the fairy tale heros and heroines.

They had a yellow brick road and a castle

entrance tot he class room. They also chose a

queen and king. For a  camporee, you can adapt

the suggestions to include a scavenger hunt, a

costume contest, a ball and it only lasted for an

hour. The staff   delivered the wings while the

girls slept and a treasure box was left for the

leader containing their group's schedule for the

next  day.

On Saturday we had a color hike: the dragon had

stolen all of the color from the forest & had

also stolen the leprechaun's pot of gold. The

girl's objective was to identify her assigned

color and   find it on the hike & then to bring

back a gold coin (chocolate coin) for the end of

the  hike.

Dragon punch (apple cider with cinnamon syrup) 

and rainbow cake awaited them at the end of the

hike.

Team-building hike - Utilizing our present course

 at camp: scale a wall, climb across the spider's

web, ride the dragon's back (suspended  log),

cross the raging river on the bridge (rope bridge

over "dry" creek, ring toss the goon (little

bunny foo foo's fate), fly like a fairy (zip

line), and water transport game.

Fairy nectar (orange-pineapple and ginger-ale)

and Fairy cake (angel  food) awaited at the end)

wide games: dragon school and barnyard bedlam

orienteering: learning compass reading and then 

finding the markers to end of the trail.

crafts: flower fairies, pipe cleaner fairies and 

fairy crowns.

Defeat the Dragon

Half the players are big dragons and half are 

dragon slayers. You need a number of balloons to

be little dragons - long green ones are most

dragon-like.

The game leaders blow up the balloons and tie a  

string to each. They place the balloons around

the playing area, tying the strings to branches

or putting them under rocks. Strings should be

tied  loosely so the knot can be untied quickly.

The big dragons and dragon slayers start as far 

apart as possible, at  opposite ends of the

playing area. A small area somewhere in-between

is marked apart as the "dragon school". The big

dragons try to find the balloons and take  them

to dragon school. The dragon slayers try to find

and burst the balloons before they are found by

the big dragons. Once a big dragon has a balloon 

 in her hand it may not be burst by a dragon

slayer (d-s is afraid of the 

big dragon).  If a balloon happens to break while

being carried to the dragon school by a big

dragon, it's counted as a dead dragon.

The game ends when all the little dragons are

found. Who was more successful - the big dragons

or the dragon  slayers?

If you play this in a wooded area you can

practice camouflage by putting the balloons where

they are hard to spot because they blend in with

their surroundings.

PICK UP BALLOON PIECES AND STRING

The girls decided on a Disneyland theme. So far

we have four worlds and the four groups to go

with it.

1. Never never land - The tinkerbelles 

2. The witches castle - the dwarfs 

3. King Neptune's Kingdom - the Mermaids

4. The hundred acre woods - The pooh bears 

Never never land - making fairy dust from crushed

fruit tingles (edible) and maybe(???) making a

fairy of some kind and a Disney quiz to compare

answers to later.

The witches castle - making a hand held mirror

from hard cardboard with paints and glitter and

the like, and maybe (???) a treasurehunt to find

the dwarfs' mined gems

The Hundred acre woods - making a teddy bear out

of pom poms and painting a honey pot with bee

attached (?) - some sort of game (?)

King Neptune's Kingdom - we thought of having

mermaid shapes to which they  can paint, glitter,

sequin etc and making a Flounder using yellow

ping pong balls and blue paint and turning it

into a  hanging mobile.?????? and  maybe a

colouring competition.???

Fairy Dust Glitter Gel

1/4 cup aloe vera gel

1 teaspoon glycerin

1/4 teaspoon fine polyester glitter

5 drops Fragrance Oil -- (your choice)

1 drop food coloring -- (your choice)

Mix aloe and glycerin in a small bowl. Stir in 

glitter, fragrance and color. It is ready to use

immediately. * You can buy fine polyester glitter

at most craft stores. Personally, I don't think

the gycerine does enough to legitimize the

expense of itself. It is used to thin out thicker

 aloe vera gels and seems to help the glitter

stay put just a little longer We use the aloe

vera gel available at Wal-Mart for $2.50. This 

doesn't seem to need the glycerine at all. We

used our leftover glycerine to do a bubble making

science activity.

Warning 1: Make sure you are using the polyester,

non-toxic, super fine glitter only. Don't use

standard craft glitter. The aluminum based

glitter and stickiness of the aloe can make it a

nightmare if it gets in a  girl's eye.

Warning 2: Think twice (or even ask parental

permission) before using in certain hair types. I

have one girl (black, beautifully woven hair)

that took almost a month to get it all out of &

she  hadn't used much.

Cinderella – Ball  (Ball game) or a dress up ball

Peter Pan  - Tinker Bell  (bell craft )

Rumplestilskin – search for name (Savenger Hunt)

Hanzel & Gretel – Trail Signs

Tom Thumb or Thumbelina(Finger printing)

Beauty & the Beast (homemade make up)

Jack & the Beanstalk (climbing)

Little Mermaid (singing)

Elves and the Shoemaker (make foot castings)

Sinbad (rain gutter regetta)

Pied Piper (make pipes)

Sleeping Beauty (pillowcases)

Owl & the pussycat (paint owls)

Pinocco  (puppets)

We plan to have a day of classes with a  "feast"

in the middle.  We will have eight classes, and

the girls can choose four when they register. 

The classes will include:Make your own coat of

arms:   After a brief history lesson on coats of

arms,the girls will design a coat of arms   that

reflects themselves, their family, or their

community.  The class will be wrapped up with the

girls decorating their own heraldic cookie.

Medieval Toys:  Girls will learn about the  kinds

of toys that kids played with in the  middle

ages.  This will include lawn games like bocce,

and some of the different designs of dolls.

Medieval board games:  Girls will make their own

boards and learn how to play Nine Men's Morris

and Alquerque, two popular medieval 

board games.

Medieval food:  Girls will learn about what was

eaten in the middle ages and will make two simple

dishes, such as "Gyngerbrede".

Calligraphy and Illumination (Juniors only):  

Girls will learn simple lettering techniques, and

will write the promise on a page with a black and

white drawing in the borders.  The artist is a

friend, and she will include little girl scouts

on the borders.  Girls will mix their own

pigments to paint the border illustrations.

Storytime (Brownies only):   Several children's

books of hours have been purchased and will be

read to the girls who will then design their own

book  of hours.

Puppet Theater:  Girls will learn how puppets

were used in theater and will create their own

play.

Leatherworking:  Girls will be shown how to use

leatherworking tools and will  design their own

bookmark, etc.  Girls will also paint the

leather.

We are going to open the event/close the event

with a great medieval type flag ceremony that was

posted to the list.  We also hope to find a

sponsor to donate the cost of T-Shirts which will

have the "virtues" (taken from the GS Law) and a

picture of a medieval lady.

Maire Brown

Junior Troop #560

Heritage & Mesa Vista Service Unit Manager

Hi there!I am a member of the SCA (Society of

Creative  Anachorism), the Rennaisance Faires

Society and a

certified member of the International Guild of

Wenches  (have the  certificates to prove it

(wink). We have done medieveal camps for our

units before and  had a riot. Here is what we

did. All non-guider members of the relm are lowly

 Serfs (Peasants).  The Guiders are Nobility and

should be addressed as Mylord, or Mylady. We did

a Coming Together AT Camelot Theme.  Girls  were

split into patrols Mystics, Knights, Damsels,

Minstrels and Gypsies. (or you could go more

traditionally with "houses or  guilds" have the

girls create a name for their

guild or house" Friday night girls arrived at the

Kingrom to be  greeted by Lady Elaine and Her

Majesty Queen Gwen

who informed them that King Arthur adnd the

Knights had gone on  a Quest and left the kingdom

undefended. THose

who  wished to rise to the challenge would enlist

as Squires and enter training to gain knighthood.

First challenge was creating a house herald or

banner using variety of scraps of fabric and some

inexpensive broadcloth.

Girls made nametags out of foamie that was cut

into the form of a shield and had two cocktail

swords crossed through it as a coat of arms.

Merlin appeared at their campfire and threw 

crystals on it to make a magic incantation to

start the evetns. Next mornoing the girls had

serfs breakfast  (boiled   egg, toast, milk, tea,

fruit and oatmeal.  Made a  rope bridge and

crossed it. We had a dragon in the woods. - if

the kids found

it  and brought it back, it triggered our fire

drill - that way we never knew what was coming.

We did first aid, find 5 harmful plants

(identify) , 5 healthful plants to figure out

what poisoned Lady Gwen and what would cure her.

Craft was a minstrel stick with the head of a

jester.  Lunch was Ploughman's lunch with stew in

a bread bowl,  pomegranate, sliced apple, cheddar

cheese, egg, 

pickled onion, bread and apple butter or butter.

Drink was  mulled cider or barley water.Dinner

was roast chicken, baked potato (sword in 

stone), again cheese and fruit, bread, cous cous,

apple  tart for desert  (we tried to stay period)

At the end of the event, we knighted the girls

and gave them scrolls declaring their feats.

"Twas indeed a most royal event Check out more on

the SCA by looking at

http://www.sca.org

There is a kingdom all over north america.

Also check out

http://guidinguk.freeservers.com/medieval.html

They also have alot of other camp theme ideas 

--Tracie

District Commissioner, Sunset Hills, Calgary Area

