Mystery/Who Dun It? Theme Ideas

In a message dated 9/2/02 1:54:21 PM Eastern Daylight Time, 

kantonaitis@stny.rr.com writes:

> what kinds of things did you do for your mystery night?   Karen

> 

Hi Karen,

Again we did this as Juniors and my girls still (as Cadettes) talk about how 

much fun it was. This was just for an evening not an overnighter.

Here are some of the things we did (the girls were like secret agents or 

detectives):

Fingerprinting

       Each girl is fingerprinted as they arrive. The fingerprints are done 

on index cards two sets for each person. The girls are then given magnifying 

glasses (picked these up at the dollar store-so became part of their "party" 

favors). Then they had to use the magnifying glasses and try to match as many 

fingerprint sets as they could. And of course at the end of the night they 

also took home their own set of fingerprints.

Dusting for fingerprints

       Also had the girls hold a drinking glass and then mixed them up and 

each girl took another glass and we "dusted" them with baby powder. Sprinkled 

powder on the part touched by another girl....then blew away the excess 

powder and then they lightly used a small paint brush and brushed away rest 

of powder residue. It does leave a "fingerprint" and again they had to try to 

match it.

Murder, She Winked (they still like to choose this game when ask to teach a 

game to younger group)

All sit in a circle on the floor. From a bowl they each draw a piece of 

paper, all are blank except one that is marked with an "X". That person is 

the murderer, but she doesn't tell anyone. She winks at someone trying not to 

let anyone see her doing it but the person she winks at. That person falls 

over "dead". If you see someone winking at someone you can immediately 

identify them. (But only the murderer can do the winking, others don't). The 

murderer continues to wink at the players until someone guess her.

Who's Who

Divide the agents into two teams. One team of agents leaves the room. They 

come back in one at a time, dressed as the "ultimate secret agent". We had a 

long trench coat, clear dusted face mask, black fedora hat, dark sunglasses. 

They would roll their pants up take their shoes off and by putting on the 

coat, etc disguised themselves. Then would come back into the room and 

(disguising their voice) would say "You're under arrest". The other team 

would have one guess to guess who it was. If guessed right they got one 

point. Then after all on the first team took turns coming out. They switched 

places. The team who had the most points, by their first guess being right, 

wins.

Because this is getting long, I will tell you a brief description of rest, 

let me know if you need more details....

Is Sherlock Home?--lights go out one person screams, falls dead, lights on 

Sherlock has to figure out who did it.

Cake Hunt--13 clues that lead to all of the ingredients, hidden to bake a 

cake....ends up being Ice Cream cake in the freezer

The Missing Link -- Take a tongue twister, or long sentence, write down, 

eliminate a common letter, say all the "S's" and the push all words together 

to form one word..must discover missing letter and then decipher sentence. 

(Did this one while eating....Had Pizza.)

Tangled Web--several party favors....tie individually, same color string to 

each party favor and hide party favor, toss the other ends all over the room, 

tangling. Each girl found an end and had to follow to "end" unwinding all 

over the room to see what they came up with.

Some favors I got were mystery books, magnifying glasses, detective 

fingerprint kits, small "Clue" keychain game, etc

It really was a fun night. Hope this gives you some ideas.

FIS,

Sandy

Cadette Troop 152

Hornets Nest Girl Scout Council

Charlotte, NC

http://www.geocities.com/gstroop152

Hey Karen, something not mentioned which is geared more for older girls is 

the game "How to Host a Teen Mystery"-- it's on the same line as those murder 

mystery games for adults. You can find them at Wizards of the Coast store if 

you have them in your area or Barnes and Noble carries some of these games 

(although I'm not sure about the teen ones). Anyway, it provides everything 

you need to host a teen mystery dinner for 8 players -- invitations, play 

booklets, menu of teen dinner, tape revealing the details of the mystery etc. 

We used it for our older girl SU encampment--24 girls played -- we just broke 

them up into 3 tables and copied all the stuff so each table played the same 

game. It takes about 2-3 hours to play with eating dinner. Leaders cooked and 

served dinner.The girls really enjoyed it.

Have fun,

Sara, Senior leader

Just wanted to share an idea that sprang out of our Service Unit Older Girl

planning group last year that we are doing this year.  We have had totally

unexpected reception to it as well.

The girls wanted to go to a Murder Mystery Dinner.  So I got various places

and costs and menu's and besides being very expensive, they did not like the

adult type menu (or most of them did not).  So we tried to think outside that

box again.

We contacted the theater group that the resturants hire, then find place,

then plan simple easy teen friendly menu, etc.

Since the theater group was expensive to hire, very expensive, we needed to

make 100 minimum and 200 max ( we have edged that up a tad though).  Having 6

foot subs, veggie subs too (did not think of that originally but a lot of

girls/adults are vegetarians and with subs this is easy to

accomodate),soda,salad, snack foods, dessert, event patch, etc.

We opened to our council and our neighboring council (who always allows us to

attend their events if there is room - what goes around comes around).

Well, we closed out a week ahead of deadline with 156 on waiting list.  We

were shocked and pleased, but shocked.  We scheduled a 2nd dinner, and closed

out again a week ahead.  Both dinners have about 225 or 221 in them.

This was not run as a fundraiser, only to accomplish what our Service Unit

Older Girl Planning Group wished to hold as an event.

On the flyer we put out, listed what it was, and if troops wanted to work on

own, there is Mystery IP from another council, and gave link, they could

earn, and attending the dinner would cover one of the requirements.  Can earn

something, but also can just go and have fun.  Hmmmmmmmmm - maybe this is way

to go for more C/S things.

Actually, there is another IPA as well, called Forensic Science from Rockland

that Joanne Moodhe wrote that is great is the girls want to get really into

this topic.  Murder Mystery Dinner though does not cover any requirements for

it.

We came in with cost of $28 a person to just make it, and no profit.  A far

cry from $54 and $60 for murder mystery dinners around here and kids will

actually eat what is being served.

Will let you all know how it goes, 1st dinner in Jan, 2nd beginning of Feb.

This was just one event that we were not expecting to be such a success to

have to run a second one.

We now know that there are at least 450 hidden C/S and leaders between 2

councils in NJ - LOL.

You could also use this as recruiting tool for older girls, have the girls

bring a friend or two.  Just have to take out extra insurance.

Kay, NJ

We need to find way to coordinate with troops from other service units and

councils more often.  We are all GS and this should not be territory issue,

just GS issue.  OK - I can dream.

My dream would be to have some mechanism to share all C/S info and other

levels too, remember NJ is next to a lot of states and can drive easily, a

mutli-state list of programs and events that all would have access to.  I

know at least in NJ, the councils meet a few times a year and share, but they

do not coordinate with each other, yet - hoping someday soon they will grow

to this point.  :)

Didn't someone ask for something like this recently?? I remember posting

it a few months ago. At the very least, it might help you create your

own.

http://kalee.tock.com/personal/mystery For Mystery Themed ideas check out the following websites:

http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/5658/mystery1.html

http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/5658/mystery2.html

http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/5658/mystery3.html

http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/5658/mystery4.html

This is my first post to the WAGGGS-L list!  I hope I'm doing it right!
