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Career Exploration Paper

Career Autobiography – First job I had was working at a fast-food restaurant in the local mall.  My job was to basically take orders from customers and hand out prepared food and drink as they come out from the kitchen.  I also had to attract customers to our restaurant by offering free samples from the menu.  From this job, I have gained service skills where I meet, greet and serve customers.

Second job I had was working at a tutoring school teaching elementary school students.  I taught a small class which consisted of four-five fourth graders and helped them with their homework and the separate materials from the institution.  This job taught me to be patient with kids and able to teach other people with the knowledge they need. I also taught a year of bible class in my church which I think was possible because of the previous job experience and skills I acquired from it.  

Third and last job I have is selling items thru internet.  I used online websites such as eBay, Yahoo Auction, Amazon and Half.com to list items and sell to various people around the states and even some people from other countries.  This job was little different than the first job I had when it comes to deal with customers.  While on first job, I dealt with people face to face but for this job, the only way I can communicate with people was through emails and it is all conversations by texts which is quite different from talking to them directly.  From this job, I learned to use the PC and its software to sell merchandises to people all around the world and then pack and send out the items by going to post office and other related places such as UPS or FedEX.

Last but not least, I would also do chores like cooking, cleaning and taking care of the house.  Both of my parents work and would often come home late, so I would have to prepare dinner, clean the dishes, take out the trash and everything else that need to done around the house.  I believe these chores gave me skills to enable me to live by myself in the future when I move out from my parents’ house.

Assessments – I believe my personality is such that I like to listen to other people and follow accordingly so I would have little problem working in companies under management.  My interests are videogames, movies and music and perhaps as a career option, working in the gaming industry would be interesting and fits me well.  The result from the Self-Directed Search revealed that I’m social, investigative and artistic.  Those three types show that working in the gaming industry would be possible since those types would be closely related to working in particular industry.
Career Options – Besides working in the gaming industry, it would be entirely possible for me to work in normal office jobs as well.  Being a social person is what I believe to be essential to work in companies with many other workers around you.  Not just with co-workers, I would be okay with dealing with customers as well, as my previous job experiences have shown that as well.  


After looking through various job options in O*Net, I think some of the jobs that are best suited for me are General and Operations Managers, Postmasters and Mail Superintendents, Social and Community Service Managers and Financial Managers, Branch or Department.  I learned from the sites that there are many type of jobs available and it is hard to pinpoint which job you want to get exactly.  There are many type of jobs out there, however, some jobs seem not suitable for me or I’m not interested in them at all.  Just looking at some of the job descriptions, I do not feel like getting that job no matter how great is the pay.  That probably has to do with some values I have or what type of person I am.  So it was hard to narrow down the jobs that would be great for me but I chose the jobs which I believe I will be most suitable.  Those jobs I believe seem like I would have no problem learning and able to perform well.  I do not want to work in environments where it is too challenging or stressful so I selected above jobs.  I’m sure there will be some difficulties from those jobs as well but from the look of it, they seem most logical choices for me from my point of view.
Informational Interviews – I first interviewed a clerk that works at local post office whom I have seen many times during my online career.  His daily work requires him to work in his station where he will meet customers with various mailing needs and provides them with most suitable methods for delivery of their mails and percels.  What he like about his job is that now most of the works are done thru automated system so job is easy and less demanding of manual labor.  What he dislike about his job is that there are some customers that demand something outrageous and just plainly do not try to listen to his explanations.  Those customers just act hard-headed and cause trouble for him and that wears him out.  He started doing routine package maintenance and eventually moved up to become a clerk for that post office.  He suggested that I talk to some of the other clerks that work at other locations since he works at the main branch and experience at non-main branch can be quite different.
Second person I interviewed was my friend who is a manager at a financial institution.  For his job, he works at a local branch of a financial institution where he manage and work with tellers.  He will motivate and help them with their work when needed to maintain certain number of sales for his branch.  What he like about his job is that he is in control of many aspects of the branch and he also like to help his employees.  What he dislike about his job is that when some customers have problems and they demand to see the manager, he have to deal them with a professional manner no matter how uncourteous they can be.  He first got a job at the branch as a normal teller and then moved his way up to be a manager.  He suggested me to go see another friend of mine who works at a different financial institution to see some of the similar and different aspects of their institutions.  


Both settings are different where first person I interviewed is a normal employee and my friend is a manager.  As an employee, you get less responsibility but also less payroll.  As a manager, you have more control and higher pay than normal employee, but you also have a greater responsibility and not allow to make mistakes so that you are a good standard for your employees.  After interviewing both of them, it seems like both career choices are viable for me.  I would not mind starting from being a normal employee and move up to become a manager.  It will require dedication and hard work to move up in either field but it seems like it is not impossible to do so.
College Major – My college major is Economics but other majors such as Business Economics or Accounting would be suitable for the fields I’m interested in.  Economics would give me a broad overview of the currently economy and how I should act upon and Business Economics and Accounting would give me more practical skills that I can use for the future careers I’m looking for.  What I need to do now is also look for other career options that incorporate my college major and see what other steps I need to take to get those careers.  
Career Center Workshop – Workshop I attended was about the internship and it gave me good ideas about what it is and how it can help me to write a good resume.  While the idea for working for free is a let-down, one would still acquire experience and able to make contacts and build relationship to the people in the field which is a big plus in my opinion.  And an internship can lead to a full-time job in the same company so it can be a great opportunity.  There are many internships available but it is important to get an internship in the field that you are interested in.  Overall, the workshop revealed another great alternative in getting a career.  
Academic and Career Success – With everything said above, it is important to have a good foundation of your academic experience and success to get a good career.  If you are successful in your academic experience, it will increase your chance for getting a good career.  Also if you work hard as to study hard, you will most likely hard hard in your career as well and vice versa so it is crucial that one would need to have a successful academic experience with hard work and dedication.  A person will have hard time getting a job or even if one can get a job, he/she will have hard time succeeding in his/her career if they did poorly during the academic career.
