Man executed despite pleas from victim’s mother
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Despite the efforts of his attorney and the victim’s mother, who pleaded with the Board of Pardons and Parole to commute this man, Johnny Martinez was executed.

The case brought attention because the mother of the victim met with Mr Martinez through a victim’s rights mediation program, which puts the accused and a member of the victim’s family together in a face to face meeting, during their meeting Mrs Lana Norris, victim’s mother, stated that she forgave Mr Martinez and thus decided to write an in depth letter to the Board of Pardons and Parole requesting that they commute Mr Martinez to life in prison.  That act in itself is rare in Texas because 98 % percent of the time, the prosecutor has poisoned the minds of victim’s families with vengeance.

In an unusually close vote, the Board of Pardons and Parole voted 9 – 8 to reject commutation of Mr. Martinez’s death sentence.

His lawyer argued that Mr. Martinez did not have full access to the Courts, which he is entitled to under the law.  His argumentative reasoning, with evidence, was that Mr. Martinez’s first State Habeas attorney, whom the court appointed, did very little on his behalf.

Before the lethal chemicals began their journey, Mr. Martinez spoke with eloquence and conviction….quote, unquote…”I know I’m fixing to die, but not for my mistakes.  My trial lawyers, they are the ones who are killing me”.

Where are we, a civilized society headed for when one Mother who has lost a son, pleads for the life of her son’s killer, so another Mother won’t have to grieve the loss of a son ?  How can such strong beliefs of forgiveness fall upon deaf ears !  Texas always speaks about the victims’ rights, well in this case Texas totally ignored the victims rights and request.

Another Mother has laid her son to rest.  Far too many Mothers are crying and far too many brothers are dying.  Marvin Gaye told a truth that has exceeded his life… in his song “What’s going on”.
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