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· What is Avian Influenza?

Avian influenza is a contagious viral infection that can affect all species of birds (chickens, turkeys, guinea fowl, pet birds and wild birds). In intensive poultry rearing systems, young fattening turkeys and laying hens are usually the most affected species.



· “History” of the first human infection of A.I.V.:

Place : In Hong Kong, 1997
Type of virus : H5N1

Consequence : 18 people affected, of whom 6 died

Government had to kill all the chickens in HK.



· The most popular type of virus – H5N1

Reasons : 

· it mutates rapidly
· it has ability to cause severe disease in humans 

· it has a high pathogenicity and can cause severe disease in humans 

· H5N1 variants demonstrated a capacity to directly infect humans in 1997, and have done so again in Vietnam in January 2004. 
· The difference between Bird Flu and Flu

In general, their symptoms are alike such as having fever, headache, sneeze …

But it is much easier to have complications such as pneumonia, bronchitis,

cerebritis ………..

· Mode of transmission :

· Highly infectious in bird population
· Very low infectivity in human

· Very rare to transmit between humans

· But H5N1, H7N7 and H9N2 subtypes of the AIV can still cause illnesses to people

Luckily, there is no evidence that the virus can be transmitted by mosquitoes 
· What can we do to prevent A.I.V.

1. Plan of Hong Kong government :
· vaccination 

· regulation of local farms including tightened biosecurity measures 

· import control 

· segregation policy for different types of live poultry 

· market rest days 

· hygiene requirements on wholesale market and retail outlet 

· surveillance 

2. Community:
· stepped up enforcement actions against illegal feeding of wild birds 
· stepped up surveillance at schools 

· data exchange among Hong Kong, Guangdong and Macao on suspected or confirmed avian flu cases in humans 

· stepped up health monitoring of travellers at boundary control points 

· stringent infection control measures in public hospitals 

· stepped up publicity
The present situation of A.I.V. in the world:

· Since mid-December 2003, a growing number of Asian countries have reported outbreaks
· H5N1 has jumped the species barrier, causing severe disease in humans 

· Gradually growing numbers of people in Viet Nam and Thailand were suffered.
· A.I.V. has been detected in pigs in China on 20th August, 2004
· Reference
· http://www.who.int/csr/disease/avian_influenza

 HYPERLINK "http://www.who.int/csr/disease/avian_influenza/en/" \t "_blank" /en/
· http://www.hc-

 HYPERLINK "http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/english/diseases/flu/avian.html" \l "1" \t "_blank" sc.gc.ca/english/diseases/flu/avian.html#1
· http://www.vet.uga.edu/vpp/gray_book/FAD/A
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· http://www.info.gov.hk
· Current News about A.I.V:

· http://www.who.int/csr/don/2004_08_20/en/ - On 20 – 8 - 2004

· http://www.who.int/csr/don/2004_08_18/en/ - On 18 – 8 - 2004

