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Read the letter to the editor

Green Cottage

South Lane

Bath

Somerset

SN14 2RU

UK

3rd March 2002

The Editor

South China Morning Post

22 Dai Fat Street

Tai Po Industrial Estate

Tai Po

Hong Kong

Dear Sir

I recently spent a two-week holiday in Hong Kong. It was not my first time in

Hong Kong but I think it will be my last because of the terrible pollution. I am

sure that there are many other tourists to Hong Kong who feel the same way.

While I was there, the air pollution index was at the ‘high’ or ‘dangerous’ level

for seven of the days. My nose and throat were affected by the air pollution and

felt extremely uncomfortable. Also, when I went to several famous tourist spots,

I found I could barely see them!

I also found the water pollution was very bad. One day, I went diving in Sai

Kung. Although the water looked clean, I found that the bottom of the sea was

covered in plastic bags, broken glass bottles and bits of old metal. It looked like a

dump. The next day, I felt sick and I had earache. I think the water made me ill.

Hong Kong is an extremely interesting city. However, tourists will stop visiting

if something is not done about the pollution.

Yours faithfully

Sally Long

A.  Complete the following sentences using the words below. Circle the correct letter.

(12 marks, 2@)

1.  Sally Long lives in 

a) Hong Kong

b) the UK

c) Sai Kung

2.  In line 16, ‘it’ refers to 

a) the first visit to Hong Kong

b) the recent two-week holiday

c) the next holiday

3.  The air pollution index was at the ‘high’ or ‘dangerous’ level for 

a) two weeks

b) half of the time

c) none of the time

4.  The phrase ‘I could barely see them’ (line 21) means 

a) it was impossible to see them

b) it was easy to see them

c) it was difficult to see them

5.  In line 24, ‘It’ refers to 

a) a bit of old metal

b) the water

c) the bottom of the sea

6.  The word ‘dump’ (line 25) means 

a) a tourist spot

b) a place to keep fish

c) a place to put rubbish

B. Are the following sentences true or false? Tick the correct box. (14 marks, 2@)

True 

False
1. Sally has only been to Hong Kong once.





(


(
2. Sally will probably not come back to Hong Kong again.


(


(
3. Sally felt unwell during her stay in Hong Kong.




(


(
4. Sally didn’t visit any tourist spots.







(


(
5. The water in Sai Kung is clean.








(


(
6. There was lots of rubbish at the bottom of the sea.



(


(
7. Sally thinks that tourists won’t want to come to Hong Kong 

unless the situation is improved.







(


(
C. Answer the questions below. Write complete sentences (14marks, 2@).

1. Why did Sally write a letter to the editor?

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________.

2. How long did Sally spend in Hong Kong on her recent holiday?

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________.

3. Why did Sally’s nose and throat feel uncomfortable?

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________.

4. What TWO health problems did Sally experience after diving in Sai Kung? 

(4 marks)

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________.

5.  Apart from the pollution, what does Sally think about Hong Kong?

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________.

6.  What kind of person do you think Sally is?
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________.
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