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Exercise 1

Match the problems on the left column with the advice on the right column. Write the correct letters in the spaces provided. Use each letter once only.

1 My parents are too strict with me. 

a) You ought to arrange some activities

                                                                            with your friends.

2 The other students tease me because 
b) You should study for a short

   I’m slow in class.                                              time every evening then you won’t

                                                                             need to worry.

3 I always get embarrassed and go red           c) You should join a club and meet

   when I speak to people.                                    some new people.

4 My weekends are really boring.                  d) If I were you, I’d breathe slowly and

                                                                            try to relax.

5 I can’t get to sleep at night.                         e) You ought to get a job on Saturdays.

6 I’m worried about my history exam.           f) You ought to ask your teacher for

                                                                             extra help.

7 I feel lonely.                                                 g) If I were you, I’d practise with

                                                                              friends at the weekends.

8 I want to be in the volleyball team,              h) If I were you, I’d read for half an

   but I’m not good enough.                                   hour before bedtime.

9 All my friends have more money than         i) You ought to ask him some

   me.                                                                     questions about your schoolwork.

10 I like Kenny but he doesn’t notice me.       j) You should tell your parents that you

                                                                               need more freedom.

Answers

1. _______  2. _______  3. _______  4. _______  5. _______  

6. _______  7. _______  8. _______  9. _______  10. _______  

Exercise 2

Complete the letter of advice below with ‘ought’, ‘should’, ‘should not’, ‘would’, ‘would not’ or ‘were’.

Dear Alison

I am sorry to hear that you are so miserable at your new school. First, let me say that I 

think you (1) _________________________worry too much. Everybody has difficulties 

when they start something new. I am sure most of your problems will disappear when 

you get used to your new school.

You say that you have not been able to make friends. You (2) _____________________ 

feel that this is your fault. Remember, the other students may be shy and this might be 

why they do not talk to you. I think you (3) _______________________to join a school 

club or maybe two! The other students will be more relaxed and interested in getting to 

know you outside the classroom. 

Of course the work seems more difficult because you have different teachers and you 

are in a higher class now! If I (4) __________________you, I would talk to one of the 

teachers about this. Maybe they can suggest some private study that you can do to help 

yourself. Also, I (5) _____________________invite some of the other students to form 

a homework club. That way, you could all help each other.

I am sorry to hear that your parents are very busy at work and you feel they have no 

time to talk to you. But what about Sundays? If I were you, I (6) __________________ 

spend Sundays away from my family, but try to organise a family day so that you can 

all be together. Then you (7) ________________________explain to them that you feel 

lonely. I am sure they will be happy to help you when they understand.

Finally, you (8) ______________________to keep in touch with your friends from your 

old school. Remember, they may miss you too.
With best wishes

Connie
