Articles:  Use of ‘the’ and ‘a/an’
We use the definite article ‘the’ in the following cases.

1. Before singular countable nouns which we do know about and want to identify.

· The boy in the corner speaks English well.  (Which boy? The boy in the corner.)

· I bought the red dress in the shop window.  (Which dress? The dress in the shop window.)

2. Before plural countable nouns that we know about and want to identify.

· The teachers in this school are young and wise.

3. Before singular uncountable nouns that we know about and want to identify.

· The water in that bottle is clean.

4. Before words that are related to everyday life activities.

· I’m going to take the bus to Aberdeen.

· I really must go to the doctor’s.

5. Before the names of rivers (e.g. the Yangtze), mountains (e.g. the Alps), seas (e.g. the South China Sea) and oceans (e.g. the Pacific Ocean).

6. Before the names of hotels (e.g. the Mandarin Hotel), museums (e.g. the History Museum) and banks (the World Bank).

7. Before certain plural names of countries.

· Mary comes from the Philippines.

· John was born in the United States.

8. Before singular countable nouns referring to a whole group.

· The kangaroo can be a very aggressive animal.

· The telephone was invented by Alexander Bell.

In both sentences, ‘the’ expresses a kind of generalization.

9. Before adjectives used as nouns.
· the elderly, the rich, the poor, the middle class, the Japanese, etc.

Using ‘the’ with adjectives in this way also expresses a kind of generalization.

10. Before superlatives.

· The best in the world, the biggest in Hong Kong, etc.

11. Before ordinal numbers (e.g. ‘first’, ‘second’, etc.) and ‘last’ and ‘next’ when they refer to order.

· Andrew is the third tallest boy in the class.

· Judy sits in the last seat in the first row.

N.B.
When ‘last’ or ‘next’ comes before the names of days of the week, or the names of months, or in phrases like ‘last year’, ‘next week’, ‘last month’, etc., we do not use ‘the’ before ‘last’ or ‘next’.

When ‘the’ and ‘a/an’ are not needed.

We do not use any article in the following cases.

1.
Before uncountable or plural countable nouns which refer to things or persons in general.

· Water is essential to life.

· Boys like football.

2.
Before nouns formed from verbs (i.e. gerunds).

· Swimming is good exercise.

3.
Before ‘school’, ‘church’, ‘hospital’, etc. when these places are visited or used for their primary purpose.

	For primary purpose
	For other purposes

	1.  John goes to school. (to study)
	1.  Mother sometimes goes to the school to see my teacher.

	2.  He went to church. (to pray)
	2.  He went to the church to look at the pictures inside.

	3.  She went to hospital. (to have treatment)
	3.  She went to the hospital to see a sick friend.

	4.  They are at table. (having a meal)
	4.  They are leaning on the table.


4.
Before abstract nouns.

· Jealousy is a negative emotion.

· We all need love.
5.
Before individual mountains (e.g. Mount Everest), lakes (e.g. Lake Ontario), continents (e.g. Asia) and places (e.g. Hong Kong, Wan Chai).

N.B. The following exceptions:

· The peak, the Arctic, the Antarctic

6.
With buildings (e.g. Pacific Place), shops (e.g. Wing On), parks (e.g. Victoria Park) and roads (e.g. Nathan Road).

Ex.

Fill in the blanks with ‘a’, ‘an’, the’, or ‘X’ when no article is needed.

1.
I went to ________ hospital to visit my grandmother.

2.
Jane bought ______ computer from _____ shop in ________ Wan Chai.

3.
From ______ Peak, you can see ________ harbour and ________ Kowloon.

4.
My family have never been to ______ Europe.

5.
My father took his doctor to ________ court.

6.
Helen drank ______ glass of lemonade.

7.
________ Bank/bank I use most often is _______ one in _________ North Point.

8.
I can’t go to _______ dinner they’re organizing.

9.
_________ Happiness/happiness is ______ most important thing in _____ life.

10.
After ________ swimming, let’s have _____ breakfast.

11.
Joseph is _______ untidy boy.  He is also very lazy.  He never spends more than _____ hour on his homework.

12. Sun/sun is shining and ______ air is warm.  Let’s go to _____ Ocean Park.

13. Nothing travels faster than _____ speed of light.

14. I like _____ peace and quiet of _______ countryside.

15. ______ Space/space is limited in ______ Hong Kong.

16. She went to _____ bed quite late _______ last night.

