LESSON 13  

THE PASSIVE

1.
A passive sentence always contains the verb 'to be' + the past participle of the verb in question.

2. The verb 'to be' changes to give different tenses in the passive; followed by the past participle.
ACTIVE  vs  PASSIVE
Example sentences:

1.

Active: 
I keep the butter in the fridge.




   Object

Passive: 
The butter is kept in the fridge.


  Subject

2.

Active: 
They stole the painting.





Object
Passive: 
The painting was stolen.


  Subject

3.

Active: 
They are repairing the road.





  Object

Passive: 
The road is being repaired.



 Subject



4.

Active: 
Shakespeare wrote Hamlet.






Object

Passive: 
Hamlet was written by Shakespeare.



Subject



5.

Active: 
A dog bit him.




      Object

Passive: 
He was bitten by a dog.



Subject

PASSIVE STRUCTURES:

	PASSIVE TENSE 
	STRUCTURE
	EXAMPLE



	simple present
	is/are + past participle
	1. English is spoken here.

2. Roads are blocked by fallen trees.



	simple past
	was/were + pp
	1. Buses were cancelled.

2. I wasn't invited, but I went.



	present continuous
	is/are + being + pp
	1. Roads are being cleared today after 
 the typhoon.

2. Excuse the mess:  the house is being painted



	past continuous
	was/were + being + pp
	1. Residents were being warned to stay indoors.

2. I felt I was being watched.



	present perfect
	has/have + been + pp
	1. Has Mary been told?

2. The passengers have been warned not to take too much luggage with them.



	past perfect
	had + been + pp
	1. I knew I had been forgotten.

2. She had been forgiven for what she did this morning.



	will future
	will be + pp
	1. You'll be told soon.

2. I'll be given the big, fat cheque that she promised me yesterday.



	going to future
	is/are going to be + pp
	1. Who's going to be invited?

2. The students are going to be asked to do the exam soon.



	future perfect
	will have been + pp
	1. Everything will have been done by Tuesday.

2. By June, the 2nd Semester will have been completed.


