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INTEL TO ELECTRONICALLY ID CHIPS

Caller ID for PCs—whether you want it or not.

Chip-maker Intel plans to embed identification numbers in PC processors. Although the tagged microchips promise enhanced security, they could kill anonymous Web browsing. Intel plans to equip new processors with a machine-specific ID and a random number generator. The ID will allow, for example, e-tailers to identify customers (or at least their computers); the number generator is designed to encrypt data.

Our take: We need to study this further, but we’re not enthusiastic. We prefer digital IDs rather than embedded numbers. Just like a Social Security card is preferable to a tattoo. What do you think? Vote in the QuickPoll.

Intel’s plan to embed ID numbers

on its processors is ...

VOTE:        Cool     /      Creepy

http://www.anchordesk.com/a/adt0121nk/3012
-------------------------------------

QuickPoll Results (1/21/99)

Intel’s plan to embed ID numbers

on its processors is ...

Cool          471  (4%)

Creepy      11846  (96%)

-------------------------------------

TALKBACK:

Intel has devised corporate suicide. It’s time for “Intel Outside” — Pete Gebel Well, you finally motivated me to write my first talk back. Intel appears to have devised a most ingenious form of corporate suicide. If they implement

this egregious assault on privacy, they will have sold their last product to me and anyone I can influence. Let them build their next marketing campaign on ‘Intel Outside’. Read More If Intel IDs chips, don’t buy them — Mark Earley

Very bad idea. People are already very concerned about the ‘Big Brother’ factor. This ID concept sounds like the ultimate cookie hardwired into your pc. If the days of anonymous browsing are over, then so may be the days of

freedom on the internet. Read More We have enough Big Brothers — Phillip Roy Yet another example of Big Brother — robert Intel’s plan is an invasion of my privacy — Scott Vliek This reeks of Orwell — Steven G. Stein

ID chips? Outrageous! I will boycott! — Alfred Frisch The chip ID idea is 15 years old — Gil Stuart

Network cards already have “tattoos” — Daniel L. Schwartz Excellent tool for recovery of stolen computers — Donald Brown This is like the ‘mark of the beast’ for your computer — Carl Wilkey Back off, Big Brother! — Kenneth Freeman It’s about time Intel put some kind of ID on the processor chips — Rich Stucke Most of Intel’s stated reasons for doing this are rubbish — eric scoles AMD, here I come — Jeremy Leonard

