Ian Kidd’s Super-Duper Wow Man Philosophy Revision Notes


LIFE AFTER DEATH

WHAT IS DEATH?

· Agree death is only certainty
· Definition: ‘The complete and permanent cessation of all vital functions        

         In a living thing’’ – Jordan

· But is death the end of any existence?

· Six LAD survival ideas:

· Continuation of genes in descendants

· Lives’ works

· Memories of others

· Immortality of the soul

· Reincarnation

· Resurrection
BODY OR SOUL?

· Materialism = No soul, only body

· Idealism = only mind real, body illusionary

· Dualism = Both mind and body, distinct but linked

MATERIALISM

· No non-physical component of body called ‘’the soul’’

· All existence physical and causal

· Ryle in Concept of Mind ‘’ghost in the machine’’

· ‘Category mistake’ speaking of soul as some separate thing (university example)

· Hard materialism utterly denies the non-physical

· Soft materialism not all is physical:

· Mind and body related

· Mind needs body to represent it

· Mind can affect body (psychosomatic)

MATERIALISM AS LAD

· Life is dependant on function body ( supports resurrection

· Materialists note:

· No evidence for soul

· Evidence of soul would be non-empirical

· But ghosts, OOBE, NDE, etc.

· Body is matter alone, so no soul

· Life needs body and brain ( death destroys body and brain ( so death is end

RE-CREATION THEORY

· If life and ‘I’ requires functioning body

· Then exact re-creation of my body would mean LAD

· Personal identify and resurrection

· Hick: God ( omnipotence ( exact replica with body and thoughts, etc.

· St Paul: raised body is spiritual body

RE-CREATION AND PERSONAL IDENTITY
· Is re-created thing me or someone like me
· John Smith, London to India, same John?

· Is re-creation after death surviving death?

· Materialism LAD restrained by import of physical only

· Issues of personal identity best served with transmissible soul
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IDEALISM

· Solution to LAD without body

· Illusion of matter and body replaced by reality of ideas only

· Hegel: mind imposes order on senses
· We never truly experience the world

· Thus no certainty as to physical
· Hegel: minds not ultimately real

· Ultimate Spirit source of minds, etc.

· Ultimate Spirit grows with evolution of souls ( reincarnation

DUALISM 

· Body and mind manifest as ‘mind’

· Survival of mind = immortality of the soul
· Plato in The Republic:

· Soul ‘’of superior nature to body’’

· Substance

· Immortal

· Body, like matter, corruptible, gross and unthinking
· Theory of Ideas ( for every idea is perfect idea, or form
· Knowledge is recollection of spiritual truths
· Ideas non-physical and thus accessible to soul

· Aristotle: men have men-souls, et cetera

· Aristotle: soul cannot survive death

· Aristotle: soul dwells on ‘universals’ like hunger not sensation of hunger

· Greek ( psyche ( emotions and sensations

· Nous: thinking part that survives death

· Aquinas : concurred with Aristotle for soul as anima
· Aquinas: soul is indivisible so cannot decay or die
· Aquinas: through body soul becomes individual
CARTESIAN DUALISM

· ‘Mind’( cannot be physically located ( so NOT brain

· Non-physical becomes part of mind

· Cogito ergo sum

· Mind and body distinct but linked ( pituitary gland

· Substance has own property:

· Matter has length, width, breadth, etc.

· Property of mind-stuff is thought

· ‘Whose whole essence is to think’

· ‘Ideas’ are in the mind not the world

· Mind can affect body and body can affect mind

· Mind and body distinct but interact ( body a vessel, soul the anima
· Mind can survive death

IS DUALISM CORRECT

· Is identity only memories and thoughts?

· Bernard Williams: memories can be fabricated and are not a good identifier

· How much of a part does the body play?

· Body can influence mind e.g. drugs

· Science shows links between mind and body e.g. splitting brains

· If mind is non-physical, how does it affect physical body?

REINCARNATION

· Trans-migration of soul to another body

· Soul gets new body NOT old one
· If LAD depends on memories then reincarnation not LAD as memories locked out

· Buddhists: deny souls on technicality of impermanence

· Lives’ connected by karma (‘action’)

· ‘I’ is product of all lived life’s

EVIDENCE OF LIFE AFTER DEATH

· Near-death experiences NDEs

· Regression to past lives under hypnosis

· Sightings of dead people (ghosts)

· Dr. Deepak Chopra ( bodies are actually energy

· Ghosts are simply this energy field

· Stone tape theory (bwahahahaha!!!)

· Spiritualism

· Cryogenics

· Is person dead whilst frozen?

· Is it life after death, or prolongation of life?

· Even if body revived, will soul return? Would it leave?

Boboskins (boh-boss-kins)
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