SPEECH FOR THE MINISTER AT THE PRESENTATION OF THE RAPID APPRAISAL OF CHILDREN LIVING WITH HIV/AIDS 

Master of Ceremonies, ladies and gentlemen. I am honoured today to receive the Rapid Appraisal of Children living with HIV/AIDS in South Africa.

As you are aware, one of the challenges for the national Department of Welfare is to create an enabling and supportive environment for those children who are infected and affected by HIV/AIDS.  A specific challenge is to ensure the rights, protection and development of the children who are and still will be orphaned by the AIDS epidemic. 

The HIV/AIDS epidemic is not only an increasing cause of illness and death among adults, infants and young children, it is slowly impoverishing and destroying families, leaving growing numbers of orphans in its wake.  At all stages of the epidemic, families bear most of the social and economic consequences of HIV/AIDS.

Families and communities make the most important responses to the impacts of HIV/AIDS.  Not only are they on the front line of the impacts of HIV/AIDS, they are the front line of response to the health and welfare problems caused by the epidemic.

Communities in collaboration with People living with HIV/AIDS, must be prepared to take the leadership, demonstrate ownership and devise ways of sustaining the activities they initiate. 

The foundation of an effective response is the strengthening of the capacities of families and communities.  An institutional community participation and decision making has to be established by forging links, with provinces, local authorities, community-based organisations and non-governmental organisations. 

Everyone of us is affected in some way by the epidemic and should not be a question of them and us.  In Partnership Against AIDS we should break the silence, raise the level of awareness, demystify the taboos, educate and empower the communities and support campaigns and initiatives urging people to disclose their HIV/AIDS status.

It is clear to me that the rapid appraisal on the situation facing our children in South Africa has been done on the right time. This rapid appraisal could inform strategies and policies which are currently being developed.  The Department of Welfare has embarked on a project with the Departments of Health and Education to develop an effective integrated response to the HIV/AIDS epidemic with the emphasis an integrated approach.  Strategies are being developed for the care and support of orphans and home-based models for care and support for people living with HIV/AIDS.  

A district-based approach will be followed in testing the integrated strategy, which will include initiatives regarding life skills education in schools, home-based care models, making available voluntary testing and counselling facilities, community mobilisation through community-based HIV/AIDS awareness programmes to link and promote the initiatives.  Funds have been set aside from the National Budget for the implementation of these strategies. 

Dynamic partnership must be forged to support initiatives aimed at promoting public awareness, prevention, disclosure, care and support to children infected and affected and their families, education and training regarding HIV/AIDS. 

Save the Children UK forms an essential part of this partnership by sharing its expertise and experience gained from working with children around the world and to support local efforts to realise children's rights.  They learn from the diversity and depth of the South African experiences in a range of fields and seeks to share these lessons learnt with countries and organisations.  At the moment they also assist tin providing support to the Centre for the Study of Violence and Reconciliation which trains teachers to handle classroom violence and provide support to children who are abused within their families.

Through this partnership they are a member of the Interim National HIV/AIDS for Care and Support Task Team which involves government departments as well as NGOS.  The first task of the Task Team was a rapid appraisal on the situation of South African Children and Save the Children UK was willing to drive the process and funding it.

Acknowledgement and appreciation should also be extended to Rose Smart for the research done, but also for those organisations who were willing to share their experiences and knowledge in order to help give a true reflection of the situation in South Africa.

My sincere hope is that this effort will not be lost but that policy makers and those involved in the field of HIV/AIDS will use the information and that it will make a difference to the Children living with HIV/AIDS.  

