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Gal ati ans
Paul an apostl e—sent neither by human conm ssion nor from human
authorities, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised
himfromthe dead—and all the nenbers of God's fanily who are with
nme, To the churches of Galatia: Grace to you and peace from God our
Fat her and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave hinself for our sins to
set us free fromthe present evil age, according to the will of our
God and Fat her, to whombe the glory forever and ever. Amen. | am
astoni shed that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you
in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel —not
that there is another gospel, but there are sonme who are confusing
you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an
angel from heaven should proclaimto you a gospel contrary to what
we proclainmed to you, let that one be accursed! As we have said
before, so now | repeat, if anyone proclains to you a gospe
contrary to what you received, let that one be accursed! Am| now
seeki ng human approval, or God's approval? O am| trying to please
people? If | were still pleasing people, | would not be a servant of
Christ. For I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the
gospel that was proclainmed by ne is not of human origin; for | did
not receive it froma human source, nor was | taught it, but I
received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. You have heard, no
doubt, of my earlier life in Judaism | was violently persecuting
the church of God and was trying to destroy it. | advanced in
Judai sm beyond nmany anong ny people of the sane age, for | was far

nore zealous for the traditions of ny ancestors. But when God, who
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had set ne apart before | was born and called nme through his grace,
was pleased to reveal his Son to nme, so that | might proclaimhim
anong the Gentiles, | did not confer with any human being, nor did |
go up to Jerusalemto those who were already apostles before nme, but
I went away at once into Arabia, and afterwards | returned to
Damascus. Then after three years | did go up to Jerusalemto visit
Cephas and stayed with himfifteen days; but | did not see any other
apost| e except Janmes the Lord's brother. In what | amwiting to
you, before God, | do not lie! Then | went into the regions of Syria
and Cilicia, and | was still unknown by sight to the churches of
Judea that are in Christ; they only heard it said, "The one who
formerly was persecuting us is now proclaimng the faith he once

tried to destroy.” And they glorified God because of ne. Then after
fourteen years | went up again to Jerusal emw th Barnabas, taking
Titus along with ne. | went up in response to a revelation. Then |

| ai d before them (though only in a private neeting with the

acknow edged | eaders) the gospel that | proclai manong the Gentiles,
in order to make sure that | was not running, or had not run, in
vain. But even Titus, who was with nme, was not conpelled to be
circunti sed, though he was a G eek. But because of false believers
secretly brought in, who slipped in to spy on the freedomwe have in
Christ Jesus, so that they night enslave us—wae did not submit to
them even for a nonment, so that the truth of the gospel night always

remain with you. And fromthose who were supposed to be acknow edged

| eaders (what they actually were makes no difference to ne; God
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shows no partiality)—those | eaders contributed nothing to ne. On the
contrary, when they saw that | had been entrusted with the gospel
for the uncircuntised, just as Peter had been entrusted with the
gospel for the circuntised (for he who worked t hrough Peter nmaking
hi m an apostle to the circuntised al so worked through nme in sending
me to the Gentiles), and when Janes and Cephas and John, who were
acknowl edged pillars, recognized the grace that had been given to
ne, they gave to Barnabas and ne the right hand of fellowshinp,
agreeing that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the
circunti sed. They asked only one thing, that we renenber the poor,
whi ch was actually what | was eager to do. But when Cephas cane to
Antioch, | opposed himto his face, because he stood sel f-condemed,
for until certain people cane from Janes, he used to eat with the
Gentiles. But after they cane, he drew back and kept hinself
separate for fear of the circuntision faction. And the other Jews
joined himin this hypocrisy, so that even Barnabas was | ed astray
by their hypocrisy. But when | saw that they were not acting
consistently with the truth of the gospel, | said to Cephas before
themall, "If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not |like a
Jew, how can you conpel the Gentiles to live |ike Jews?" W
oursel ves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; yet we know
that a person is justified not by the works of the | aw but through
faith in Jesus Christ. And we have cone to believe in Christ Jesus,
so that we mght be justified by faith in Christ, and not by doing

the works of the | aw, because no one will be justified by the works
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of the law. But if, in our effort to be justified in Christ, we
oursel ves have been found to be sinners, is Christ then a servant of
sin? Certainly not! But if | build up again the very things that |
once tore down, then | denpbnstrate that | ama transgressor. For
through the law | died to the law, so that | might live to God. |
have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but
it is Christ who lives in ne. And the life | nowlive in the flesh |
live by faith in the Son of God, who | oved nme and gave hinself for
ne. | do not nullify the grace of God; for if justification conmes
through the law, then Christ died for nothing. You foolish

Gal ati ans! Who has bewitched you? It was before your eyes that Jesus
Christ was publicly exhibited as crucified! The only thing | want to
learn fromyou is this: Did you receive the Spirit by doing the
works of the |aw or by believing what you heard? Are you so foolish?
Having started with the Spirit, are you now ending with the flesh?
Did you experience so much for nothing?—f it really was for

not hing. Well then, does God supply you with the Spirit and work
mracl es anong you by your doing the works of the law, or by your
bel i eving what you heard? Just as Abraham "believed God, and it was
reckoned to himas righteousness,"” so, you see, those who believe
are the descendants of Abraham And the scripture, foreseeing that
God would justify the Gentiles by faith, declared the gospel

bef orehand to Abraham saying, "All the Gentiles shall be blessed in

n

you." For this reason, those who believe are bl essed with Abraham

who believed. For all who rely on the works of the |law are under a
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curse; for it is witten, "Cursed is everyone who does not observe
and obey all the things witten in the book of the law." Now it is
evident that no one is justified before God by the law, for "The one
who is righteous will live by faith." But the | aw does not rest on
faith; on the contrary, "Woever does the works of the laww Il live
by them" Christ redeened us fromthe curse of the | aw by becom ng a
curse for us—for it is witten, "Cursed is everyone who hangs on a
tree"—n order that in Christ Jesus the bl essing of Abraham m ght
come to the Gentiles, so that we night receive the pronise of the
Spirit through faith. Brothers and sisters, | give an exanple from
daily life: once a person's will has been ratified, no one adds to
it or annuls it. Now the prom ses were nmade to Abrahamand to his

offspring; it does not say, "And to offsprings,” as of many; but it
says, "And to your offspring,” that is, to one person, who is
Christ. My point is this: the law, which canme four hundred thirty
years later, does not annul a covenant previously ratified by God,
so as to nullify the promise. For if the inheritance conmes fromthe
law, it no | onger comes fromthe prom se; but God granted it to

Abr aham t hrough the promise. Wiy then the law? It was added because
of transgressions, until the offspring would come to whomthe

promi se had been nade; and it was ordai ned through angels by a

nedi ator. Now a nedi ator involves nore than one party; but God is
one. Is the I aw then opposed to the prom ses of God? Certainly not!

For if a |l aw had been given that could make alive, then

ri ght eousness woul d i ndeed cone through the law. But the scripture
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has inprisoned all things under the power of sin, so that what was
prom sed through faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who
believe. Now before faith came, we were inprisoned and guarded under
the law until faith would be reveal ed. Therefore the | aw was our
disciplinarian until Christ cane, so that we mght be justified by
faith. But now that faith has cone, we are no |onger subject to a
disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God
through faith. As many of you as were baptized into Christ have
clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no | onger Jew or G eek,
there is no longer slave or free, there is no |Ionger mal e and
female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to
Christ, then you are Abrahamis offspring, heirs according to the
promise. My point is this: heirs, as long as they are mnors, are no
better than slaves, though they are the owners of all the property;
but they remai n under guardians and trustees until the date set by
the father. So with us; while we were minors, we were enslaved to
the elenental spirits of the world. But when the fullness of tine
had come, God sent his Son, born of a wonman, born under the law, in
order to redeemthose who were under the |aw, so that we m ght
recei ve adoption as children. And because you are children, God has
sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!"
So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also
an heir, through God. Formerly, when you did not know God, you were
ensl aved to beings that by nature are not gods. Now, however, that

you have cone to know God, or rather to be known by God, how can you
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turn back again to the weak and beggarly el enmental spirits? How can
you want to be enslaved to them agai n? You are observing speci al
days, and nonths, and seasons, and years. | amafraid that my work
for you may have been wasted. Friends, | beg you, becone as | am
for I also have beconme as you are. You have done ne no wong. You
know that it was because of a physical infirmty that | first
announced the gospel to you; though ny condition put you to the
test, you did not scorn or despise ne, but welconmed ne as an angel
of God, as Christ Jesus. Wat has becone of the goodwill you felt?
For | testify that, had it been possible, you would have torn out
your eyes and given themto ne. Have | now becone your eneny by
telling you the truth? They nake much of you, but for no good

pur pose; they want to exclude you, so that you may make nuch of
them It is good to be made nuch of for a good purpose at all tines,
and not only when | ampresent with you. My little children, for
whom | amagain in the pain of childbirth until Christ is formed in
you, | wish | were present with you now and coul d change ny tone,
for | am perpl exed about you. Tell nme, you who desire to be subject
tothe law, will you not listen to the law? For it is witten that
Abr aham had two sons, one by a slave wonman and the other by a free
woman. One, the child of the slave, was born according to the flesh;
the other, the child of the free woman, was born through the

promi se. Nowthis is an allegory: these wonen are two covenants. One
woman, in fact, is Hagar, from Mount Sinai, bearing children for

sl avery. Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the
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present Jerusalem for she is in slavery with her children. But the
ot her woman corresponds to the Jerusal em above; she is free, and she
is our nmother. For it is witten, "Rejoice, you childless one, you
who bear no children, burst into song and shout, you who endure no
birth pangs; for the children of the desolate wonman are nore
nunerous than the children of the one who is married.” Now you, ny
friends, are children of the prom se, like Isaac. But just as at
that tine the child who was born according to the flesh persecuted
the child who was born according to the Spirit, so it is now al so.
But what does the scripture say? "Drive out the slave and her child;
for the child of the slave will not share the inheritance with the
child of the free woman." So then, friends, we are children, not of
the slave but of the free woman. For freedom Christ has set us free.
Stand firm therefore, and do not submt again to a yoke of slavery.
Listen! I, Paul, amtelling you that if you let yourselves be
circuntised, Christ will be of no benefit to you. Once again
testify to every man who lets hinself be circuntised that he is
obliged to obey the entire Iaw. You who want to be justified by the
| aw have cut yourselves off from Christ; you have fallen away from
grace. For through the Spirit, by faith, we eagerly wait for the
hope of righteousness. For in Christ Jesus neither circuntision nor
unci rcunti si on counts for anything; the only thing that counts is
faith working through [ ove. You were running well; who prevented you
from obeying the truth? Such persuasion does not cone fromthe one

who calls you. Alittle yeast |eavens the whol e batch of dough. | am
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confident about you in the Lord that you will not think otherw se.
But whoever it is that is confusing you will pay the penalty. But ny
friends, why am| still being persecuted if | amstill preaching
circuntision? In that case the offense of the cross has been
renoved. | wi sh those who unsettle you would castrate thensel ves!
For you were called to freedom brothers and sisters; only do not
use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indul gence, but through
| ove becone slaves to one another. For the whole law is summed up in
a single commandnent, "You shall |ove your neighbor as yourself."
I f, however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are
not consumed by one another. Live by the Spirit, | say, and do not
gratify the desires of the flesh. For what the flesh desires is
opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the
flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from
doi ng what you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not
subject to the law. Now the works of the flesh are obvious:
fornication, inmpurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmties,
strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, envy,
drunkenness, carousing, and things |ike these. | amwarning you, as
I warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit the
ki ngdom of God. By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is |ove, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithful ness, gentleness, and
self-control. There is no | aw agai nst such things. And those who
bel ong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions

and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the
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Spirit. Let us not becone conceited, conpeting agai nst one anot her,
envyi ng one another. My friends, if anyone is detected in a
transgressi on, you who have received the Spirit should restore such
a one in a spirit of gentleness. Take care that you yourselves are
not tenpted. Bear one another's burdens, and in this way you wll
fulfill the law of Christ. For if those who are nothing think they
are sonet hing, they deceive thenselves. Al nust test their own
work; then that work, rather than their neighbor's work, will becone
a cause for pride. For all nust carry their own | oads. Those who are
taught the word nust share in all good things with their teacher. Do
not be deceived; God is not nocked, for you reap whatever you sow.
If you sow to your own flesh, you will reap corruption fromthe
flesh; but if you sowto the Spirit, you will reap eternal life from
the Spirit. So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we
will reap at harvest tinme, if we do not give up. So then, whenever
we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and
especially for those of the family of faith. See what large letters
I make when | amwiting in ny ow hand! It is those who want to
make a good showing in the flesh that try to conpel you to be
circunti sed—enly that they may not be persecuted for the cross of
Christ. Even the circuntised do not thensel ves obey the |aw, but
they want you to be circuntised so that they nay boast about your
fl esh. May | never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to nme, and | to

the worl d. For neither circuntision nor uncircuntision is anything;
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but a new creation is everything! As for those who will follow this
rul e—peace be upon them and nmercy, and upon the Israel of God. From
now on, |let no one nake trouble for ne; for | carry the marks of
Jesus branded on ny body. May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be

with your spirit, brothers and sisters. Anen.
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