SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY 2B:  DOGMATIC THEOLOGY

DV0056 (20 credits)
Course Manager:  
Dr. John McDowell (phone:  6507912; email:  mcdowell@div.ed.ac.uk) 

Secretary: 

Lynn Robertson (phone: 6508921; email: Lynn.Robertson@ed.ac.uk) 
Teaching Staff:  

Dr. John McDowell 
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Second Semester, weeks 1-10 

Class Contact Hours:  
Lectures - Mondays and Tuesdays at 3 pm in Lecture Room 1;

Tutorial - Thursdays at 3 pm in Tutorial Rooms (tba) 

Initial Class Meeting:  
Second Semester, Week 1, Monday 3 pm in Lecture Room 1;

Description of Course

What do Christians believe?  Christianity has many different manifestations, but the Nicene Creed is frequently recognised as an authoritative expression of what Christian belief.  This course will critically study the doctrine of God as expressed in the Christian faith in both historical and contemporary perspective through the perspective of the Nicene Creed, and in particular in its intended theological iconoclasm.  This will include extended reflection on the doctrine of the Trinity, the person and work of Christ, the Holy Spirit and the ‘end things’.  Tutorials will complement the lectures by exploring these and other doctrines through the study of a recent textbook.  

Prerequisites

This course is an option for second year undergraduate students, and is required of all students intending to major in Systematic Theology at honours level.  It is also compulsory for all candidates for ordained ministry.  Students should have completed CTCL1, unless students are direct second year BD entrants.  

Aims

The course will explore 

· various central doctrinal traditions of the Christian churches 

· some ancient and more recent efforts to articulate these. 

· and what a non-idolatrous theology might look like.  

Learning Outcomes

· to promote familiarity with some of the leading thinkers and theological traditions in the history of the church

· to understand the relations between certain themes in Christian doctrine

· to consider the relation between idolatry, theology, and iconography 

· to explore the significance of the Creeds 

· to foster skills of critical analysis, coherent argumentation, and lucid presentation in writing and oral discussion

Requirements and Assessments

Assessment will be based on one 2000 word essay (20%), five 600 word tutorial assignments (20%), and the degree examination (60%).  Essays must be submitted by [DATE ????????].  Full information on assessment will be found in the School of Divinity’s Statement of Policy on Assessment and Examination.  

Assessment Criteria:
You will be expected to demonstrate clearly and coherently a knowledge of 

· key issues in the study of theology 

· the basic grammar which theology employs 

· proper foot-noting and referencing 

· critical engagement with theological questions.

· a wide range of reading 

· an ability to critically compare ideas and arguments 

Tutorial Text
Colin E. Gunton (ed.), The Cambridge Companion to Christian Doctrine (Cambridge University Press, 1997).  

Course Outline

Week 1 The Nature of Christian Disbelieving:  ‘Have No Idols!’ 
Week 2 The Nature of Christian Disbelieving:  A Non-idolatrous Theology of Scripture 

Week 3 The Nature of Christian Disbelieving:  An Apophatic Theology of the Cross 

Week 4 “We Believe in God”:  The Trinitarian God and the Scriptures 
Week 5 “We Believe in God”:  The Trinitarian God of the Fathers (Cappadocians)

Week 6 “We Believe in God”:  The Trinitarian God in Modern Theology (Barth/Moltmann) 

Week 7 “Maker of Heaven and Earth”:  Creation and Fall 
Week 8 The Creative Will of the Trinitarian God:  Providence and Prayer 
Week 9 “We Believe in the Holy Spirit”:  The Freedom of the Spirit 
Week 10 The Creative Will of the Trinitarian God:  Eschatology 

Essays

Students should select one of the following:  (bibliographies will be available in the School’s Office) 

1. “What God is in nature and essence, no man ever yet has discovered or can discover” (Gregory of Nazianzus).  Discuss how Gregory can be both a Trinitarian theologian and an apophatic theologian.  

2. Critically assess Karl Barth’s doctrine of the Trinity 

3. What is the theological significance, if any, of the ‘empty tomb’ of Jesus tradition? 

4. Describe Martin Luther’s understanding of justification and assess both its novelty and validity.

5. Evaluate the God-world relationship in process theology and compare it with traditional notions of divine transcendence.  

6. Assess the theological arguments for the baptism of infants.  

7. In what way is Christ present, if at all, in the Eucharist?  
