“What ComesFromYour Heart?”’
John7:37-39

The Day of Pentecost, Year A— May 15, 2005
The Rev. Todd R. Goddard, pastor

Zion West Walworth United Methodist Church

John7:37-39
370Onthe last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he cried

out, “Let anyone who is thirsty cometo me, 383nd let the one who believes in medrink.
As the scripture hassaid, ‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.””

39Now he said this about the Spirit, whichbelieversin himwere to receive; for asyet
there was no Spirit, becauseJesuswas not yet glorified.

Prayer.

There is running at this time a series of television commercials for a popular credit
card company. It stars David Spade, who portrays a call center manager for all the other
credit card companies. He trains a new, overweight, rather dull, effeminate recruit to
say “No”to every consumertelephone request. No to frequent flier miles. No to bonus
prizes and gifts. No to cash back rewards. And he is creative in saying no ... No-can-do,
No-arenio, No way Jose, No - arama-bama. The point is to highlight the benefit of the
sponsor, that their company always says yes to it's card holders. Eachcommercial ends
with the tag line “What's in your wallet?”

Today, my question to you is not “what's in your wallet?” My question is “what's in your
heart?”

“Out of the believer's heart shall flow rivers of living water,” Jesustells the Passover
pilgrimswho were within earshot (John7:38)

Onthis day of Pentecost, we remember,we celebrate, we recognize the presence of
Christ's own Spirit in the lives of all of uswho considerourselves believers and
disciplesof Jesus. That Spirit camewith tonguesas of fire to our ancestors,the
original disciplesof Jesus,who,for fear of the Jewishauthorities, foundthemselves
frightenedandsecuredaway in the Upper Room. The Spirit filled them,empowered
them,guidedthemto speak,to witness,to build communities of faith. It wasby the
power of the Holy Spirit that the early Churchwas born.

That sameSpirit workedthrough2,000years of Churchhistory, throughpopes,through
saints, andthroughsinners,too. TheSpirit suffered whenthe Churchlost its way, but it
did not depart. TheSpirit thrives whenwe are penitent andfaithful, whenwe loosen
our natural resistanceto its influence.

That sameSpirit comesto ustoday, in our birth, in our baptism,with our worship,and
in our lives. That sameSpirit comeswhenwe have beenthirsty for truth and meaning,
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whenwe have brought that thirst to God'sthrone,andwhenwe have takena drink of
God'sliving water. What a beautiful metaphorfor God'samazinggrace: that we are
empty, thirsty vessels, but are now filled by the eternal, living water, the Holy Spirit of
Christ himself.

Themerefact that you are in attendancetoday bearswitnessto the fact that the Holy
Spirit is alreadyin you, andat workin your life. In myown experience, the Spirit is
what gives mepower and passionin mylife. Thereis authority behind mywordsthat
comesfrombeyondme.| knowit comesfrombeyondme;for without it's influence, |
would be incapable of preaching,interpreting the Word, celebrating the Sacraments,or
of pastoringa church.

Spirit driven passionmakesmylife authentic. Personallevels of energy fall woefully
short of expectations. TheSpirit lifts meto new planesof authority when| preachor
teach. The Spirit worksthroughmywordsandactionsto flow throughmypitiful vessel
andinto the empty vessels of others.

| knowit becausel seeit. | seethe effect of the Holy Spirit workingthroughme,the
thirst in peopleseyes,andhowthe living water that flows throughme,comesinto
their lives andsatisfies their thirst.

In myown experience, | lived with the knowledge that the Holy Spirit is in myheart,
through-and-through,for mostof mylife. I've also learnedthat the temptations of
beingled by the Spirit, the Holy Spirit of JesusChrist, are manyanddangerous.

1. Thereis dangerthat the personbecomesmoreimportant than the message.Old
testament prophets understoodthis danger. Manybig ego pastors never learnthis
lesson. | live with this dangerall the time. Thesuccessor failure of this community
of faith hasnothingto dowith ToddGoddard,or for that matter, any pastor whois
appointed here. The Truth proclaimed,the scripturesinterpreted, the Eucharist
celebrated, hasnothingto dowith who| amor how great a pastor, scholar, teacher,
or administrator | might be. That'swhy | wear a white alb every Sunday- to bleach
meout of the picture, to removethe focusfromthe celebrant,andto keepit onthe
messageand majesty of worship. Everythingrelated to Zionandthis community of
faith, hasto do with the Holy Spirit, andits workin our midst.

2. Thereis dangerin substituting the will of the Spirit for the will of the self. The
motives of the flesh call out to meona daily basis, just as| knowtemptation works
powerfully in your lives, too. Instead of goingthat extra mile,1'd rather stay home
andput myfeet upandsinkinto myeasy chair. Instead of giving somethingto eat
frommyown cupboard,|'d muchrather belly upfor secondson the maincourse.
Instead of ensuringthe best stewardshipof the church,| tend to wonder “what's in
it for me?” Instead of listeningto the needsof others,mymindtendsto thing about
other things. Thesetemptationstend to pollute the natural flow of the Spirit, as
living water, emanatingfromour hearts.

3. In myown experience, the third danger of living with the Spirit of Christin my
heart, is that | often allow the complexity of life impededthe flow of the Spirit, to
redirect it, to raise barriersthat the Spirit should not have to overcome.For



example,on mycalendar,| have 12 appointmentsto maketoday. Thereisn't enough
travel timein betweenthem,so I'm rushedthroughout the day and always running
late. Thena driver cuts meoff. Oh,baby,do| ever get anxious!It's not road rage, by
any measureof the imagination, but it certainly is a barrier to the work of the Spirit
already in myheart. Forexample,at times| loose patience with myfamily- like
teachingNicholasto drive. Myshort tempercanbe a barrier to our relationship,and
a barrier to the Holy Spirit that is in myheart.

“Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water,” Jesustells the crowd
(John7:38).Hiswordstrickle into our lives today.

Theworldis in needof this living water. It thirsts continually. It's thirst causesit to
look in all kindsof outrageousdirections. It needsthe power, passion,anddirection of
the Holy Spirit; the sameSpirit that hasbeengiven to you andresidesin your heart.
Don't changeit. Don't divert it. It hasbeengivento you. Simplylet it flow.

TheWordof the Lord,asit hascometo me. Thanksbe to God.Amen.



