Quarter II – III Book Reports

American Themes I-Read


Your quarter 2-3 book report consists of two parts.  Everyone must do the found poem for part 1; for part 2, work either by yourself or with members of your thematic group who read the same book on one of the choices below.  Be sure to keep in mind that the book report must demonstrate your knowledge and familiarity with the text.  Students whose projects do not show depth of understanding and careful thought may be required to have an in person interview with Mrs. Tate regarding your book before you grade will be complete.
Part I:  Found Poem
Three pages:  Found poem, illustration, original passage


Poem: Select a particularly effective passage of description or action that demonstrates your assigned American theme.  Use the words and phrases to create a found poem that clearly describes how the theme is addressed in the book.  Rewrite the passage, leaving out some words and rearranging them to create a poem. You may add a few words of your own, and don’t forget a title.  Your final poem will be at least 15 lines and include at least two major poetic devices (refrain, repetition, imagery are good devices, but not major.) 


Illustration: Create a one page illustration or collage to augment your poem.  Can contain images only or images and words.  


Original Passage: Type out the original passage and page number.  Include this as the last page.

Part II:  Choices

Graphic Novel (1 person):

Select 15 – 20 quotes* and passages from your book that illustrate the main characters and especially, the prominent theme.  Arrange these quotes into a graphic novel with drawings by you.  Drawings may be in color or black and white, but may not be computer clip art or downloads.  Hand drawing or collage only.  Each page may be no smaller than 5’x8” and no larger than 81/2 x 11”.  Be sure to include a cover, cover page and about the author page for your book.  Bind your book in some way.

Board Game (1-2people)
Create a board game with game tokens, card, complete, written directions, game board and packaging (box) centered on a major theme of your book.  Characters and major plot events must be represented as part of the board and/or on game cards.  At least six  significant quotes * from the book must be used on game board or on game cards. Goal of the game should be to achieve or avoid the major plot/theme conflict, as evidenced in the novel.
Video Documentary (1- 2 people – 5 – 10 minutes):
Create a video documentary about your theme and book.  Include at least six significant quotes/passages from your book.  Include interviews with experts (real documentaries usually include interviews with college professors and such) and “people on the street.”  You may also include reenactments, “archival” footage, letters, journals, and artworks.  Be sure to have a clear title, introduction and conclusion.  In your documentary you must:

Confront the existing public understanding your theme.  What are the public's beliefs about it?  Their understanding of the people involved? Their perception of the beliefs associated with the event/phenomena/trend? The challenges and problems, the opportunities it presents?  Be sure to show how this theme is prevalent in both your novel and in society today.  Try to find a positive note on which to conclude.  (Think of An Inconvenient Truth, or March of the Penguins.) 
Thematic Radio Show: (Groups of 3 or more):
Write a script for and prepare a live radio drama about the theme of your book. The “topic” of your show is your assigned American theme.  Include an announcer, music, at least one commercial (maximum 2), and live sound effects (sounds made with the mouth do not count and repeating the same sound still counts as “one.”) You must also include at least six significant quotes and or passages* that support the main theme.  Include interviews, news, serial drama and comedy/variety shows in your show, but you must write an original script; you may not simply “Act out” scenes from the book.  Everyone in your group should have an active role in the presentation, either as a sound maker or actor/announcer.  Your show should be 8-10 minutes and be performed live for the class on your assigned presentation day.  Turn in a copy of your complete script, commercial, and six significant quotes on your presentation day – please bold your quotes if they are part of the script.
* When using quotes, always include page numbers, either immediately following, or as a footnote.

Due Date:

You will sign up for a presentation date, but all book report components will be due on the same day: _________.  
Poetry Draft Workshop: 

In class on _____.  
