The Crucible
Act I Study Questions
Please write complete thoughtful answers on a separate sheet of paper.  Please hand write; do not type!
1. 
How is Reverend Parris first presented? What is he most concerned about?
2.
“It must come out—our enemies will bring it out. Let me know what you done there, Abigail, do you understand that I have many enemies?” (p. 6) What does this tell us about Parris’s motives? 

3. 
What do we learn from the scene when the four girls are left alone (pp. 15-18)? Which one seems strongest and most dangerous?

4. 
What realistic basis for accusations of witchcraft is given?

5. 
Explain that relationship between Abigail Williams and John and Elizabeth Proctor. 

What do we learn from the scene when Abigail and Proctor are alone (pp.18-21)?

6. 
What motivations does Miller give for Thomas Putnam’s involvement in the witch hunt?

7. 
What arguments arise among Proctor, Parris, the Putnams, the Nurses, and Giles Corey? (Note: pronounce Giles “jiles”)

8.
Proctor says, “I like not the smell of this ‘authority.’” (p. 28) What does this tell us about him?

9.
What does Reverend John Hale emphasize about his books? What does this reveal about his character?
10. What does the following quote illustrate about Reverend Hale’s character? “We cannot look to superstition in this. The Devil is precise; the marks of his presence are definite as stone, and I must tell you all that I shall not proceed unless you are prepared to believe me if I should find not bruise of hell upon her.” (p.35)

11. Why does Rebecca Nurse leave?

12. How does Hale question Tituba (pp. 40-49)? With what results? 


(Note: pronounce Tituba “TIT-you-ba.”, not Ti-TUBA)

