Preparing for Reader’s Theater

Please prepare for your Reader’s Theater reading by doing the following:

[image: image1.wmf]
1. Carefully read through the act in which you will read your part (at least twice is best). Take note of the story, mood, and style as you read.

2. Next, write answers to the following questions. Make your answers concise. You will write/type complete answers (a paragraph for each) to the questions in studying your part.  Write ups for all parts, all Acts, will be due the day we begin reading The Prologue/Act I. 
· Title your answer page with your character name and the Act/page numbers from which you will be reading.  Example:  Reverend Hale, Act IV; Oedipus, Ode II.
· Describe the character you are portraying: not what they look like, but how they act and think.  Look to the stage directions (italics) for some help

· What are his/her important relationships with the other characters in the story? Detail two of their relationships with other major characters.
· Where and when does the action take place?

· What is the basic mood of the act?

· How does your character react to the central conflict of the act?
· What words did you have to look up? Write them down, their definitions and pronunciation.   Do not try to “fake” this!  Mrs. Tate will know if you mispronounce!

3. Rehearse aloud all of your lines. Have someone read your “prompts”- the last sentence spoken by another character just before you speak. (Or you may record them on a tape recorder) Rehearse orally as many times as you can.
4. As you rehearse, pay attention to pronouncing words clearly and reading slow enough to be easily understood. Practice reading the way the punctuation and stage directions indicate.  READ YOUR PUNCTUATION!  You will be, in part, graded for doing so.
5. Remember- you will not be acting out these lines- only reading them. You must convey you character through voice, inflection, emotion, and emphasis. Let your voice do the work.

· To get an “A” for Reader’s Theater: you will complete the written assignment (#2) above and deliver a riveting reading that includes expression as indicated by punctuation and stage directions and  correct pronunciation.
· For a “B”: you will complete #2, above, and will be familiar with the text and read with indicated emotion and correct pronunciation most of the time;  your reading may have room for more emotion or emphasis.  
· For a “C”: you complete #2, above, and read your lines loudly and clearly, correctly pronouncing all words.
Keep in mind that you will be graded on your performance and write up.
