2 Poems for the “Poetry Thing”

1) REALISM SPIN-OFF:
Write a poem on a subject of your choice that mimics the form and style of one of the following Realistic Poems: “O’ Captain, My Captain,” “Miniver Cheevy,” “I Saw in Louisiana a Live Oak Growing”
Your poem must:
· mimic the exact style and structure of the original
· Contain at least two poetic devices
· Have clear tone via diction/word choice

· Be at LEAST 24 lines long

· Have stanzas that are identical in meter, rhyme and structure to the original

· Be on any topic of your choice (appropriate for school)

· Have an excellent title 

BONUS:  Extra credit will be awarded to writers of Realism Spin-off poems who successful employ an extended metaphor in their poem.  For an example of this device, see Whitman’s “I saw in Louisiana a Live Oak Growing”, in which Whitman describes a tree, but the tree is a comparison for something else throughout the poem.
2) FAMILY HERITAGE:
Write a poem about your family -- their history, nationality, immigration from (another country) to U.S., languages etc. -- in which you “remember” a relative or detail an experience you, a relative or your family as a whole have experienced or shared.  
You might consider using a few non English words in your poem, but you must italicize them if you do,  and the meaning of the words should be implied from the surrounding context.  If you use more than two non-English words, you will need to include footnotes at the bottom of the poem in addition to the above.

Your poem must:

· Have clear structure & form designed by you, in clearly developed verse or free verse
· Have clear tone via diction/word choice
· Have a rhyming, one or two line refrain in each stanza (see checklist below). No rhyme anywhere else

· Must be at least 16 lines
· Must contain all the following devices:

· 1 metaphor or simile

· 1 or more lines containing personification

· 2 other devices (other than refrain)
· vivid, specific description using all five senses

BONUS:  Writers of Heritage poems who include titles that are metaphorical/and or not words/phrases otherwise used in poem will receive a bonus

To help you get started, see attached heritage poems for topic, structure and voice suggestions.  You may use these as a guide, but are encouraged to develop your own poem and style.
Mary TallMountain

A native of Alaska although she now lives in San Francisco, Mary TallMountain is part Russian and Scots-Irish as well as Athabaskan.  She is the author of Nine Poems (1979) and There is No Word for Goodbye(1981), of which the following is the title poem.


This poem suggests subtleties of language that express subtleties of behavior and feeling.

THERE IS NO WORD FOR GOODBYE



Sokoya, I said, looking through


the net of wrinkles into


wise black pools

of her eyes.

What do you say in Athabaskan

when you leave each other?

what is the word

for goodbye?

A shade of feeling rippled

the wind-tanned skin.

Ah, nothing, she said,

watching the river flash.

She looked at me close.

We just say, Tlaa.  That means,

See you.

We never leave each other.

When does your mouth

say goodbye to you heart?

She touched me light

as a bluebell.

You forgot when you leave us,

You’re so small then.

We don’t use that word.

We always think you’re coming back,

but if you don’t,

we’ll see you some place else.

You understand.

There is no word for goodbye.

