Jimmy Hahn
Period 5

A Cube for a Heart


My mom once told me that the heart is born as a cube.  With every lie that is spoken, the heart rotates inside and grinds against the soul.  At first it is painful to lie, for the hard edges and corners of the heart scrape against the soul.  But after many lies, the heart dulls itself into a wheel, something easy to turn, something difficult to stop.  Once the heart is a wheel, there is no way to stop it and no way to change it back.  Even when telling the truth, the heart will rotate, revealing an eternal life of lies.  It is unfortunate that everyone lies.  Friends like, parents lie, even teachers lie.  So should we refer to them as liars?  Should we consider ourselves liars? And why do we lie?  What is gained by lying?  Literally, a lie is “something that misleads or deceives,” and a liar is “one who has lied or lies repeatedly.”  Lies are used for self-benefit, to escape responsibility, to cheat and to find easier paths to success.  Yes, lies can pave the way to success, but they can also open trap doors to failure.  Thus it is important to remember the Russian proverb, “With lies you may get ahead in the world-but you can never go back.”  Lying is a one way path of no return.

In the children’s story, “The Boy Who Cried Wolf,” a young shepherd boy learns the hard way what happens when a lie bites back.  Bored out of his mind, the boy decides to trick the villagers into thinking that a wolf is attacking his herd for his amusement.  Even after they tell him no to, he lies again.  Then an actual wolf appears, and the boy screams for help.  The villagers believe that it is another trick and ignore his cries.  In the end all the sheep are eaten and the boy is too ashamed to return home.  The moral of this story is that a liar will not be believed even when telling the truth.  With his lie, the boy gained a few seconds of laughter, but sacrificed a herd of sheep and the trust of an entire village.


In the 1997 comedy, Liar Liar, Jim Carrey portrays Fletcher Reed, a successful lawyer whose life revolves around lies.  His lies and excuses give him wealth, but cost him his family, his friends, and his name.  Fletcher’s heart is a wheel so uncontrollable that it takes a magic wish from his son to stop it in its tracks.  Even though he loses the ability to lie, he finds that no one believes a word he says.  While under his son’s magic wish, Fletcher looks inside himself for the first time and finds that he has a wheel for a heart; a wheel that has given his success, but taken away his happiness.

In the movie adaptation of Arthur Miller’s The Crucible, Abigail Williams tries to win back John Proctor’s love by accusing his wife of witchcraft.  At first witchcraft is used as a scapegoat for a forbidden dance that Abigail and a few of the village girls had performed one night.  That one lie was the raindrop that began a flood.  Soon Abigail and her friends use witchcraft as a tool to obtain everything they fancy and the answer to all of their problems.  When John Proctor tries to prove his wife innocent, he ends up being accused of witchcraft.  Abigail watches in horror as her lie tortures the man she loves.  Ultimately Abigail runs away, trying to distance herself from her guilt and her sadness.  By lying, she sought to gain power and control of her life but ended up washing away everything she knew and loved.  Abigail fell into the trap door her lie opened and was never able to find her way out.

It is unfortunate that everyone lies.  But it is not too late to keep our severely disfigured cube from turning into a wheel.  Start being honest today.  Tell yourself that, “With lies you may get ahead in he world – but you can never go back.”  Next time a group of friends are caught lying, tell them to take responsibility.  Tell them to be trustworthy.  Tell them to be real.  Tell them to be smart.  Tell them to have a cube for a heart.
