Speech Openers & Closers – Rhetorical Devices
Use these devices throughout your speech/essay.  Remember “THE RULE”:  you may not open and close with the same device.

	Tripartite Division:
	Breaking sentences or phrases into three parallel or equal parts.  

· These critics--who point out the beauties of style and ideas, who discover the faults of false constructions, and who discuss the application of the rules--usually help a lot in engendering an understanding of the writer's essay. 
· We cannot dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we cannot hallow this ground.

	Rhetorical Question:
	Rhetorical questions are asked only for effect and are not intended to be answered. They are used for effect, emphasis, or provocation, or for drawing a conclusionary statement from the facts at hand. 

· . . . For if we lose the ability to perceive our faults, what is the good of living on? --Marcus Aurelius 

· Is justice then to be considered merely a word? Or is it whatever results from the bartering between attorneys? 

	Parallelism:
	Parallelism creates stylistic and syntactic balance and clarity to sentences.  Several parts of a sentence or several sentences are expressed similarly to show that the ideas in the parts or sentences are equal in importance. 

· Ferocious dragons breathing fire and wicked sorcerers casting their spells do their harm by night in the forest of Darkness. : 

· I have always sought but seldom obtained a parking space near the door. 

· As we reconsider our priorities, let us reconsider our humanity.

	Allusion:
	Allusion is a short, informal reference to a famous person, event or literary work.

· If you take his parking place, you can expect World War II all over again. 

· Plan ahead: it wasn't raining when Noah built the ark. --Richard Cushing 

	Repetition:
	Repetition of significant words and phrases for emphasis, to make a point, and/or to simply help audiences remember.  This is the only way of making sure your audience will remember what you want them to!

	Simile & Metaphor
	Are always good, in any kind of writing for English class!


