KC’s ‘Sun’ Headed for Tulips in Holland!

8/20/05

Why this is newsworthy: 

Another first for the first Mesoamerican marimba ensemble permanently-based in the United States, Kansas City’s own Marimba Sol de Chiapas is the first group of its kind to perform at the flourishing Tulipanes Latino Art and Film Festival in Holland, Michigan. Additionally, the festival appearance is a part of one of the most active Septembers ever in the group’s seventeen-year history.

Who is behind this:

Marimba Sol de Chiapas—Kansas City’s Professional Mexican Marimba Ensemble since 1991—is the quartet specializing in the musical traditions of Mexico and Central America via a beautiful and enchanting authentic instrument from Chiapas, Mexico.
What is it all about:
Marimba Sol de Chiapas travels to Holland, Michigan during Labor Day weekend as feature performers in the 5th Annual Tulipanes Latino Art and Film Festival. The festival is a citywide annual celebration of Latino culture through music, art and film. The Tulipanes Mission Statement includes the following: 

“The Tulipanes Festival was founded…in order to challenge negative stereotypes of Latinos on a local and national level. We strive to promote a positive image of Hispanic youth, families, senior citizens, and professionals. This goal is achieved through highlighting success stories in a fun, educational setting.”

Where is the event:
The home of more than six million tulips and a famous May festival celebrating same, Holland is situated on an inland lake along the eastern shore of Lake Michigan. This western Michigan town boasts a population of 36,000 in the city proper, with more than 120,000 in the larger community. A sister city with Queretaro, Mexico of primarily Dutch ancestry, Mayor Albert H. McGeehan describes Holland as “…an oasis of economic prosperity and human diversity.”

When does this happen:
Sol’s Tulipanes concert on the Centennial Park Stage in downtown Holland starts at 6pm the evening of Saturday, September 3rd, 2005. This festival performance follows two late August appearances by Marimba Sol de Chiapas that include an August 24th Wednesday Evening Concert at the Merriam Marketplace and an August 26th Friday Evening Concert at the northland’s Zona Rosa shopping district. Just before “hitting the road” for Holland, the group plays a First Friday noon-hour concert on September 2nd in the KC Public Library’s Central Library. The library performance marks the start of one of the busiest Septembers ever for the group, with a number of post-Tulipanes performances back in the Kansas City Metroplex including appearances at KC’s annual Fiesta Hispana, a Hallmark-sponsored National Hispanic Heritage Month (September 15th – October 15th) lunch-hour performance on September 22nd with Grupo Folklorico Atotonilco at the Crown Center Pavilion, two performance at the Country Club Plaza including an appearance at the Plaza’s prestigious annual Art Fair, and more!!!

More Information:
Marimba Sol de Chiapas

John Currey--Director, James Schank, James Clanton, and Brian Fronzaglia

It's the dawning of a new day for the first professional folkloric music ensemble of its kind permanently-based within the United States and calling Kansas City home since 1991. The June 1st, 2004 rising of Marimba Sol de Chiapas is the evolution of the group started by Laurence Kaptain in 1988 as Marimba Yajalón. Committed to the authentic performance practice and spirit of the marimba heard throughout Mesoamerica, Marimba Sol de Chiapas (which translates as The Chiapan Sun Marimba Group) maintains an active schedule of performances, recordings, and multi-cultural workshops. 

More than seventeen years of ensemble highlights range from a feature on National Public Radio’s Morning Edition, to a cameo appearance on ABC’s Good Morning America, from performances at three International Festivals of the Marimba, to several Compact Disc releases. So authentic is their interpretation and approach that the ensemble has toured Mexico on numerous occasions as guests of the Mexican Government. 

Dedicated to community as well as art, Marimba Sol de Chiapas is a teaching performance ensemble for Kansas City Young Audiences with well over thirty years combined in-school presentation experience. The group's emphasis on enriching as well as entertaining their audiences in a variety of local, national, and international venues and formats brings the music of the Mexican marimba to thousands of listeners, and furthers the reputation of Marimba Sol de Chiapas as North America's premiere professional Mexican marimba ensemble.

Visit Sol’s website for more group information and current activities, and for more about the connection between the marimba and the latest location of CBS’ perennial smash-hit, Survivor!
Marimba Sol de Chiapas

Kansas City's Mexican Marimba Ensemble

John Currey, Director

P. O. Box 22536, Kansas City, MO  64113-0536

816-333-6874,  marimbasoldechiapas@yahoo.com

www.mexicanmarimba.com
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