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PREPARING STUDENTS TO PARTICIPATE IN COMMUNITY EVENTS
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Is there a great event in the community that you’d like your students to attend?  Are you afraid to take them because you think the content, idioms and rate of speech might be several steps above your students’ comfort level? Don’t give up their opportunity to see a film, have a guided tour of an exhibit, or attend a city council meeting.  Here’s how one teacher did it.
1.   Language and Civics Learning Opportunity 

a.   Content

b.   Vocabulary

c.   Community involvement

d.   Project-based learning opportunity

2.   Teaching and Learning Challenges 


a.   Massive amounts of unfamiliar vocabulary, idioms and concepts


b.   Lots of pre-task vocabulary teaching, even in scaffolding materials

c.   Adult learners with many responsibilities:  irregular attendance and failure to 

      complete all scaffolding assignments

d.   Significant class time commitment to one project

3.   Getting from the Challenge to the Opportunity:  Scaffolding and Recycling

a. One class’s experience: 

· Community prescreening of a TV documentary, with presentations by community representatives
· U.S. Constitution, freedom of speech, true-life hate crimes, 

     community resources for protecting civil rights, U.S. and California 

     geography
            b.   Content:    

· Use non-ESL materials if necessary, doing vocabulary preparation

· Beware of overly complex preparation materials

· Have students do internet research in small individual bites and teach each other in jigsaw discussions 

c. Give students structured tasks and prepared questions so they can focus on the event

· Provide prepared forms for note-taking during jigsaw discussions 

· Build schema with pre-event tasks:  predicting what might happen 

· Provide prepared forms for note-taking forms for the event

· Have students observe context (e.g., ethnic makeup of others in attendance) as well as the main event

d. Extending the Learning

· Have students recount their experience in class, using notes from the event

· Assign group discussions using topics from event-provider resources (e.g., educational TV education materials created for the event)

· Writing reflective thank-you letters to the producers

· Publishing:  Posters with letters and photos for display in school lounge

e. Expect Surprises
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NOT IN OUR TOWN:  NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

FILM NOTES

Directions:  Take notes of the information you get at the film Not in Our Town:  Northern California.  We will discuss this information in class and you will use it in preparation of a feedback letter to the producers.
I. The Working Group

II. Not in Our Town:  Nationwide Project

III. Not in Our Town:  Northern California
A. Who: Which towns were involved?  How would you describe each town (small, large, urban, rural, racially-mixed or only one or two ethnic groups)?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

B. What:  What was the problem in each town?  

1.

2.

3.

4.



5.

C. Where:  What parts of Northern California were the towns located in?  

1.

2.

3.

4.



5.

D. When:  When did the incidents take place?  When did the town take action?  Was there a resolution?  When did it happen?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

E. Why:  Why do you think the events occurred?  Why did the people respond to the problem they way they did?

1.

2.

3.

4.



5.

F. How:  How did the town address the problem?  Was the solution successful?

1.

2.

3.

4.



5.

G. The Film Audience:  What did you notice about the audience at the film?  Age, ethnic group(s), behavior (sit only with members of own group; talk a lot or a little), gender, reason for coming (if you have an idea).

H. Your opinions:  What did you think of the film, its producers, the 

problems, the solutions and anything else you would like to discuss?
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NOT IN OUR TOWN:  NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

STUDENT PRESENTATIONS
Directions:  Take notes of the information presented by your classmates.  You can use your notes to prepare your feedback letter to the producers of the film Not in Our Town:  Northern California.  The information will also help you to understand the film
IV. The Working Group

A. Who:  People in the group

B. What:  Activities of the group

C. Where:  Location

D. When:  History and future plans of group

E. Why:  Reason for the group

F. How:  What methods do they use to carry out their activities?

V. Not in Our Town:  Nationwide Project

A. Who:  Who started the project?

B. What:  What does the project involve?  What activities have been done?  

C. Where:  What towns have been studied so far?

D. When:  When did the project begin?  How often have the activities been 

done so far?  When will the next thing be done?

E. Why:  What was the reason for beginning this project?  What is the reason some towns participate?

F. How:  In what way has the project done its activities?  How have they chosen what they will do?  What do they do to get others to participate?

VI. Not in Our Town:  Northern California
A. Who:

B. What:

C. Where:

D. When:

E. Why:

F. How:

