Psychology

Prerequisites: None



Credits: .5

Objective: 

This course provides an overview of the scientific study of human behavior. Topics include history, methodology, sensation, perception, learning, motivation, cognition, abnormal behavior, personality theory, social psychology, and other relevant topics. Upon completion, students should be able to demonstrate a basic knowledge of the science of psychology.

Journal:

Students will keep a DAILY journal that is intended to further enhance their writing, and to provide an opportunity for the student to reflect upon their feelings and thoughts. Each day students will pick up their journal and immediately begin working on them for the first 10 minutes of class. There is a ½ page requirement per entry. Students may also draw pictures, however, any illustration must show thought and effort. Students enrolled in Psychology must obtain a notebook or folder with blank paper. The teacher will randomly collect entries; therefore, students must have their journals each day. Each journal entry is worth 10 points. In addition, no inappropriate language or subjects will be tolerated. 

Projects: 

During the term each student is required to watch, analyze, and research two full-length movies that contain a character with abnormal behavior. For each movie the student will type a 2 page paper that identifies the psychological disorder of the character, sites examples from the movie based on symptoms of the disorder outlined in the text and DSM IV, and explain the affect of the behavior on other characters in the movie. 

Within a small group students will create a survey based on standard scientific practices and conduct the survey using the Mason Public Schools’ community as a sampling pool. Students will evaluate their research, and present their findings to the class in a PowerPoint presentation. 

Course Breakdown:

Daily Attendance: 5%

Journal participation: 20%

Movie Project: 15%

Survey Project: 10%

Daily assignments: 25% 

Chapter Tests: 25%

Student Acknowledgement:  

I have read and understand the terms of this syllabus. I agree to put forth my best efforts to achieve a grade that reflects my commitment to learning and graduating. In addition, I understand that the teacher reserves the right to revise or change this syllabus at anytime. 

Signature:

Date:

Grade Expectation:

