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So, to the final games of the season, with still two matters to be decided. In the Viking division, Foxhall, Gateford and Memphis all had a chance of winning the division and with it a place in the post season. Meanwhile with West Norwood having clinched the Saxon division and Hanalei also qualifying, it was doiwn to Bracknell, Kingston and Chichester for the final place.

Viking Division

Before the key game, the top 3 stood thus;-  


Warriors
58  GP

60  Points


Flames

58

58  


Blues

58

57

Gateford's trip to Foxhall for a possible division decider turned out to be a decidedly cautious affair. Dave Scatchard gave Flames the lead with the only goal of the first period. With chances at a premium the game grew more tense, but as it turned out that was the only goal of the game, so Flames moved level with Warriors with one game each remaining. Meanwhile Memphis made the trek north to Teesside and took part in a much more open game. Eight goals were scored, with Bombers giving Memphis the Blues by scoring 5 of them. The other game was a niggly affair with numerous pairs of players visiting the sin bins. Berehowsky and Nedved scored for Leafs, with Dumont and Kjellberg, both on the PP, replying for Aces as they shared the points. 

Flames finished the season at home to the Leafs, and ended it in style, turning on a show with Nylander collecting a career high 3  assists. And with 6 different goal scorers the stars were a hard choice.  So, Warriors visit to Teesside was important, but for the second time in consecutive games the Bombers ended a teams' post season hopes, downing the Warriors 2-1. Blues drop off in form over the last two months, going 5-14-2-3, was ended as Aces rounded off their season with an easy win. Regular scorers Forsberg, Messier and Dumont all lit the lamp, whilst Dackell managed Blues lone tally.

Scores:

Bom 5  Blue 3

Fla 1  War 0

Mlf 2  Ace 2 (OT)

Ace 5  Blue 1

Bom 2  War 1 

Fla 6  Mlf 2

Saxon Division

The Seals, with games in hand, had closed the gap on the sides above them. Three of their last 5 games were at home, and they also had 2 matches with Bracknell to come…..


(2nd to 5th places)

Huskies

57  GP

69  Points


Blades

57

63


Nighthawks
58

62


Seals

55

59
Chichester hosted Hanalei in a hard hitting game, with the home team taking the lead through Halpern and then Jagr. Nieuwendyk hit back midway through the third, but that was the way the score stayed. The Meteors were the Seals next visitors, and after an early exchange of goals it was 2-2 at the 13 minute mark. From then on Sean Burke suffered a torrid time and Meteors blasted to vistory, as Markus Naslund completed a hat-trick, Hejduk added 2+2 and Sakic and Audette had 3 points apiece. This confirmed Huskies second place.

So to the first of the Blades/Seals match ups. With Blades having won the first 4 encounters this season, hopes were high. A tense affair followed, scoreless for virtually 40 minutes, until a controversial goal from Zamuner for the home side, with apparently no time remaining on the clock. Three minutes into the final period Zamuner struck again, but Roberts soon had Blades on the board and the tension mounted. Any chances of levelling disappeared late on when Jason Allison took a cross-checking penalty, and Derian Hatcher cashed in the powerplay to send the Seals fans home happy.

Going in to the final two rounds of games, Blades and Seals were level with Kingston just a point back…


Blades

58

63 

Seals

58

63


Nighthawks
58

62


Seals hectic schedule led them to West Norwood, where everything seemed to catch up with them. Super Mario continued his scoring spree with 2 goals and an assist, while Hull played "no, you shoot" with three assists as the Nomads blew out the Chichester outift. Blades were also on the road, at Hanalei, for whom Darcy Tucker scored after 24 seconds, and after 4 minutes the Huskies were up 3-0 and the crowd were enjoying the end of season festivities.  The skaters responded well and by mid way through the second period the lead had grown to 6-1 (six different Huskies netting).  But then the Blades came back into the game and the Huskies had to hang on for the last five minutes.  The relieved crowd even gave Gary Roberts a nice hand for scoring against his old team.  Kingston faced off with old rivals Thanet and a real barn-burner ensued. Kingston led 2-0 before Sakic scored SH to spark Meteors, and they came back to lead 3-2. Martin Straka forced the game into overtime where Peter Bondra ended Kingston's home season with the game winner.


So, Kingston leap frogged both sides, to be in pole position with one game to play. They had to visit West Norwood, whilst the Seals went to Bracknell. The 'other' game saw Meteors lead going into the 3rd, then a Schaefer PPG tied it & McAmmond scored in OT to win the game for the Huskies. In Bracknell, an early double-minor penalty on Jagr gave Blades a chance and Redden scored the powerplay goal to put Blades in front. Richter then had to be in good form as Seals turned up the pressure, and he made 3 in-range saves to deny the opposing forwards. But he couldn't keep out Brunette's close range shot. Then when Smolinksi earned a penalty, the crowd were stunned as Jagr broke away to score short handed and give Seals a lead at the first imtermission. Little used Matthew Barnaby tipped home within two minutes of the re-start and Chichester held the two goal lead after 40 minutes.  Meanwhile news was filtering through from West Norwood that the Nighthawks were being absolutely pounded by the Nomads, meaning the winner in Bracknell would make the play-offs.  


Blades came out fired up in the third and Brad Richards goal after 24 seconds cranked up the crowd, who were enraged when Richards went down injured 30 seconds later and had to leave the game. With the noise deafening, Irbe was now extremely sharp, as he saved 3 IR shots in the next 5 mintues - denying Selanne twice and then Isbister.  As a powerplay came and went, Seals were regaining control and finally Redden's penalty led to Smolinski firing home to give his side the win, and a place in the post-season!

Scores:

Sea 2  Hus 1

Sea 3 Met 8

Sea 3 Blad 1



Hus 6  Blad 4

Nig 4  Met 3 (OT)
Nom 7  Sea 1



Blad 2  Sea 3

Met 2  Hus 3 (OT)

Nom 13  Nig 1

PS - Neither David or myself knew the result of the other game when we played these final ones, so imagine David's delight, coupled with my disappointment!

European Hockey League - Final Standings 2002

	
	
	
	Home games
	
	Road games
	
	Overall
	

	Viking
	GP
	
	W
	L
	T
	OL
	GF
	GA
	
	W
	L
	T
	OL
	GF
	GA
	
	W
	L
	T
	OL
	GF
	GA
	Pts

	Foxhall Flames
	60
	
	16
	 8
	4
	2
	101
	80
	
	11
	17
	2
	0
	75
	97
	
	27
	25
	6
	2
	176
	177
	62

	Gateford  Warriors
	60
	
	24
	 5
	1
	0
	103
	54
	
	 5
	24
	1
	0
	57
	96
	
	29
	29
	2
	0
	160
	150
	60

	Memphis Blues
	60
	
	17
	11
	1
	1
	106
	98
	
	 8
	17
	3
	2
	79
	104
	
	25
	28
	4
	3
	185
	202
	57

	Surbiton Maple Leafs
	60
	
	14
	12
	3
	1
	94
	95
	
	11
	17
	2
	0
	103
	118
	
	25
	29
	5
	1
	197
	213
	56

	Teesside Bombers
	60
	
	15
	12
	3
	0
	94
	89
	
	10
	19
	1
	0
	78
	105
	
	25
	31
	4
	0
	172
	194
	54

	Addingham Aces
	60
	
	12
	15
	3
	0
	81
	98
	
	 7
	21
	1
	1
	78
	119
	
	19
	36
	4
	1
	159
	217
	43

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Saxon
	GP
	
	W
	L
	T
	OL
	GF
	GA
	
	W
	L
	T
	OL
	GF
	GA
	
	W
	L
	T
	OL
	GF
	GA
	Pts

	West Norwood Nomads
	60
	
	24
	 5
	0
	1
	129
	64
	
	14
	13
	3
	0
	109
	98
	
	38
	18
	3
	1
	238
	162
	80

	Hanalei Huskies
	60
	
	18
	 9
	1
	2
	104
	82
	
	15
	11
	3
	1
	75
	80
	
	33
	20
	4
	3
	179
	162
	73

	Chichester Golden Seals
	60
	
	18
	 9
	3
	0
	104
	80
	
	11
	15
	4
	0
	95
	108
	
	29
	24
	7
	0
	199
	188
	65

	Kingston Nighthawks
	60
	
	18
	10
	1
	1
	108
	94
	
	12
	16
	1
	1
	85
	102
	
	30
	26
	2
	2
	193
	196
	64

	Bracknell Blades
	60
	
	19
	11
	0
	0
	110
	81
	
	11
	16
	2
	1
	85
	101
	
	30
	27
	2
	1
	195
	182
	63

	Thanet Meteors
	60
	
	11
	14
	4
	1
	97
	107
	
	15
	13
	1
	1
	103
	103
	
	26
	27
	5
	2
	200
	210
	59


Teams in blue have qualified for the play-offs, where the best of 7 match-ups are;-

West Norwood Nomads v Chichester Golden Seals

Foxhall Flames v Hanalei Huskies 
First named teams are at home in games 1,3,5 and 7

Tony
