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Clarenville’s strength and growth 
as a commercial center came 
from the establishment of its 
railway station that was built in 
1891.  This station was one of the 
first five built along the mainline.  
The opening of the Bonavista 
Branch Line, in 1911, further 
boosted Clarenville’s economic 
importance.  Despite the closing 
of the railway in 1988, Clarenville 
has maintained its role as a 
important commercial center and 
has been given the label, “Hub of 
the East Coast”.

The shipyard in Clarenville has 
had a long history of shipbuilding 
including the construction of the 
‘Splinter Fleet’ in 1942.

Shoal Harbour was first settled in the early 
1800’s as a logging community.  In 1994, the 
town amalgamated with Clarenville to be 
governed under one municipality.  Today, 
Shoal Harbour serves as a tranquil residential 
homestead of the Clarenville area.  

Clarenville was selected for the 
origin point of the Transatlantic 
Cable which was laid in June of 
1955.  The cable spanned from 
the old booster station in 
Clarenville to Oban, Scotland.

In July of 1933, Italian General Italo 
Balbo and his armada of 24 
seaplanes landed in Shoal Harbour 
during a two week stop over on his 
way back from the Century of 
Progress Exhibition in Chicago.  At 
the time, it was the largest armada 
of planes to ever make a 
transatlantic flight.  In recognition 
of this, the elementary school and 
the main road through Shoal 
Harbour are named after him.

The Hef fer ton Causeway,  
constructed in 1952, was named 
after the area’s first MHA, Sam 
Hefferton.  

On September 5th, 1822, William 
Epps Cormack and his Indian 
Guide, Joseph Sylvester set out 
from The Bar to walk across the 
island in an attempt to establish 
friendly contact with the Beothuk 
Indians.  Although his mission 
was unsuccessful, he did become 
the first known man to walk across 
the island of Newfoundland.  His 
point of departure is a National 
Historic Site.
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