1. Guided Reading
     Reading instruction will be taught in whole class, small group, partner, and independent settings.  The children will be placed in flexible groups and pairings based on varying criteria throughout the year.  Some groups will be based on reading interest, some on focused instruction, and some will be random groupings.  This flexible grouping technique allows children to work with different students throughout the year.  It also offers me an opportunity to target specific skills, strengths and areas of concern.  The children will both read and respond to literature in different genres.  Responses will be both oral and written.
      Several themes will be explored throughout the year.  These themes include but are not limited to:  Self-awareness, Respect, Conflict Resolution, Trees, Communities, Native Americans & Pilgrims, Air & Weather, Matter,  Pond Life and Author Studies.  Several of these themes are integrated with science and social studies curriculum, allowing continuity across the curriculum.  In these themes, some books will be read by the whole class and others will be read in small groups and often shared with the class through discussions, skits, projects, and reports.
 
2. Self-Selected Reading
      
      The children also have time everyday to enjoy a book of their own choosing.  Self-Selected Reading is a time when children select their own books from our classroom collection and read silently on their own.  At times, I may ask them to make a more challenging selection, but in general, it is a book of their choice.
      Several times per week, we take time for a “Read Aloud” book.  I choose a chapter book to read to the class.  These books cover a wide range of authors and styles.  Hearing a book read with expression gets kids excited about stories and encourages children to read themselves.
 
3. Writing

      The writing approach used in second grade is aimed at the students taking the basic skills they have learned so far and applying them in a structured, formal writing process.  This process has several defined steps including:  brainstorming, organizing ideas, rough drafts, revising, editing, and publishing.  Conferencing with either peers or teachers is an important part of the process.  This allows the writer to receive feedback on both the creative and mechanical parts of writing.  It also gives the editors an opportunity to correct errors that they may recognize in their own writing.  The children will also practice editing skills through daily, whole-class mini-lessons, and small groups in which specific skills are targeted.
      The children will be using a text from the Write Source writing program as a resource.  The text provides general information, specific guidelines for forms of writing, and guides for good writing habits.  Grammar and mechanics practice sheets and activities are used to improve those basic writing skills.
      The children will be using personal journals.  Part of their weekly morning work is to write in their journal.  I start the year expecting three to five sentences written, and then gradually increase this minimum.  This journal is neither graded nor corrected.  It is a wonderful window into their lives, and often times a child may share something with me about his/her life in this forum instead of in conversation.
      Students write across all areas of curriculum.  They will respond to their reading selections, math problems, science and social studies questions, write original poetry, research reports, and much more.
 










