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Persistent stupidity
thwarts justice at NRC

. The record is clear: Chander
Qa.o<mw has endured an ordeal
Emc:.ma by racism at the Na-
tional Research Council. The
NRC, whether maliciously or
through stubbornness, but with
persistent stupidity, denies the
scientist justice. It is time for
Industry Minister John Manley
to see that right is done.
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Righting an injustice

Editorials

THE OTTAWA nENmz,.,-

-Industry Minister John Manley has the power to end the
ordeal of racism Chander Grover has endured at the NRC.

obody can undo the ordeal of

racism and obstinacy that Chan-

der Grover has endured at the

National Research Council. But John
Manley can stop it.

And so he should. As Ea:mg\ minis-

nation, the NRC refused to do. Instead,
it met Grover again last summer at the
human rights tribunal — where Grover
sought a remedy against the NRC’s
non-compliance.-

Far from obeying the tribunal’s 1992
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ter, Manley has.both
the authority and the
obligation to end the
injustice perpetrated
against Grover by the
NRC. To see the obli-

gation, look at the
record.

~ Grover went to the
Canadian Human

Rights Commission in
1987. He complained
of racial discrimina-
tion by the manage-
ment at the NRC,
where he was an in-
ternationally recog-
nized scientist.
Promotions refused.
Facilities denied. Job
assessments doctored.
He was even fired at
one point while the
commission’s tribunal

was considering the case; after opposi-

September 1987: Chander Grover
complains to the Canadian Human
Rights Commission about discrimina-
tion by the National Research Coun-
cil.

January 1990: After an investiga
tion, commission tribunal starts hear-
ings.

August 1992: Tribunal rules NRC

discriminated against Grover, awards .

damages, orders NRC to appoint
Grover 10 a senior post.

July 1993: Grover retumns to tri-
bunal, with evidence of NRC's non-
compliance with 1992 tribunal order.

September 1993: In Federal
Court, NRC contests tribunal’s power
to judge compliance. Court sets hear-
ing date for summer of 1994,

March 1994: Tribunal rules NRC
has failed to comply with 1992 order,
and directs NRC to give Grover a di-
rector-level job.

sistent

stupidity

order, the NRC took
the tribunal itself to
court. Last fall, in the
Federal Court, it con-
tested the tribunal’s
power even to exam-
ine the question of

compliance. (The

court set a hearing for

this summer.)
Meantime, Grover

was again supported
by the tribunal. This
month it ruled that
the NRC had failed to
comply with the 1992

-order, and directed

the NRC to employ
Grover at a director-
level post.

Enough. Whether
maliciously or only to
be stubborn, the NRC
has acted with a per-
throughout this

tion MPs accused the NRC of intimida-
tion, Grover was rehired.

The tribunal finally reported in 1992,
with a finding of discrimination “fla-
grant and calculated to humiliate and
demean.” Grover was awarded $5,000
in damages (the maximum allowable),
and back pay. The NRC was ordered to

' give him a senior position “commensu-

rate with his scientific capability.”
Which, with bloody-minded determi-

squalid affair. More’s the pity, no Con-
servative cabinet minister moved to
stop the abuses. Manley is now de-
scribed by an aide as “disposed to-
wards having the NRC abide 3 the tri-
bunal’s decision.”

It is easily done.

Manley can tell NRC to withdraw its
harassing court case, give Grover his
rightful place at the NRC, and let jus-
tice, at last, prevail.




