
Jewish metaphors of and references to the experience of loving God em-

phasize longing, rather than fulfillment. This lecture seeks to illuminate 

and illustrate this claim by offering an examination of the platonic dis-

tinction between love and desire as delineated by the neo-Platonist renais-

sance philosopher Judah  Abrabanel in his Dialoghi D'Amore(Dialogues 

on Love).  With a clarification of this distinction, Dr. Greenberg offers a 

deconstruction of a selection of Rabbinic and philosophical commentar-

ies to the Song of Songs that focus on the erotic dimension of loving 

God. These include Midrash Shir Hashirim Rabbah, and references from 

Bachya Ben Asher, Rambam, and Rosenzweig.  She will discuss how these 

textual sources provide important locations for expressing Jewish views of 

loving God and show that these ideas of divine love are based on the 

privileging of erotic love whereby longing rather than fulfillment is per-

ceived as the higher state of loving God.  

Public Lecture:  
"To desire or to love?  
That is the question!" 
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