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PRE-REUNION CITY EVENTS IN DECEMBER2005





THE SINUKUWAN FESTIVAL (1st Week of December)





The Sinukuwan Festival relives the Kapampangan spirit with a week-long calendar of cultural revivals capped by a grand street-dance parade in the streets of San Fernando, with towns outdoing each other to the tune of “Atin Cu Pung Singsing.” Organized annually by the Save Pampanga Movement, the festival memorializes Aring Sinukwan, god of the ancient Kapampangans.





SAKLITAN BURAROL(Kite Dogfight Festival)–2nd week of December


 


Another unique festival of the City of San Fernando , the event features the various Kapampangan burarol and guryon traditions. The competition is divided into various events such as the pataran – one on one kite dogfights, labu-labo – a royal rumble for the fighter kites, singkasanting or the most attractive, and singkatunud or the most stable. 





ALDO NING KAPAMPANGAN (December 11)





Created on December 11, 1571, the Provincia de la Pampanga is proud of its distinction of being the first province in the country. The Kapampangans are only too eager to celebrate this annually. It is a daylong activity marked by a civic parade, street dancing and annual awarding of distinguished Pampangueños. 


 


LUBENAS (December 16 to 24)


 


A nine-day nightly procession of lanterns in each barrio which culminates with the maytines on December 24, when the lanterns of each barrio converge in the Church of San Fernando for the midnight Mass. 
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GIANT LANTERN FESTIVAL December 23





The dynamic interplay of lights and color that precisely moves with the rhythm of a brass band, the magnificent sizes and  intricate designs, these are what spectators get to marvel at as the giant lanterns of San Fernando are pitted against one another on festival night. No one can dispute the fact that the Giant Lantern Festival of San Fernando is the event that the province of Pampanga is most known for.





It is no wonder that these giant lanterns and the San Fernando lantern-making industry made the City of San Fernando the “Christmas Capital of the Philippines.”





Old folks say that the first lantern festival was held in 1928 to honor President Manuel L. Quezon who was made an adopted son of Pampanga. At that time, Quezon made Arayat his rest area and converted the legendary Mount Arayat into a tourist resort. As a show of gratitude to Quezon, the people of San Fernando held a Christmas lantern contest to honor the First Family. Quezon himself donated the prize for this lantern contest, which was personally awarded to the winner by First Lady Aurora Aragon Quezon.





In the years that followed, more innovations were introduced to the giant lanterns. Colored plastics replaced traditional papel de hapon. Large steel barrels called rotors also substituted the hand-controlled switches to manipulate the lights. And lanterns have grown in size, approximately 20-feet today, and illuminated by about 3,500 to 5,000 light bulbs.





The result, a magnificent display of Fernandino artistry now renowned worldwide! So come and watch the Giant Lantern Festival every December only in the City of San Fernando, Pampanga…the undisputed Christmas Capital of the Philippines
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