


EDITORIAL

As your editor for this week's issue of the Conne River Chronicle, I'd like to comment on "The
Question of the Week" in the first issue of the Chronicle. The question was, "how do you feel
about the social opportunities for teenagers In Conne River? "The replies to this question were
all negative. After I replied to the question I thought about what I said and I had other thoughts
about the situation. I came to the position where I thought there are good points and there are bad
points
Mr. Craig Benoit and Mr. Cecil Meade have done a tremendous Job at organizing sports for all
ages in which everyone should Participate. Mr. Benoit and Mr. Meade spent much time
organizing sports. Mr. Benoit estimates that lie spends 30 to 40 hours a week in the gym. On top
of this they both have their teaching jobs. These two are responsible for sports such as the
Intramural System, Jr. I Sr. Table Tennis, Jr. /Sr. Boys Floor Hockey, Ken's/Women 'El Floor
Hockey, volleyball, and Badminton. These are Just a few sports that Mr. Benoit and Mr. Meade
are responsible for. These sports are for the advantage of all people and you are urged to
participate.
Although there are a variety of sports available there are no arcades or hangouts in Conne River.
There is a dance now every Friday thanks to the efforts of a group of teenagers. You are also
urged to attend these dances. On the weekends most teenagers leave Conne River because of a
lack of hangouts. The teens that do not leave Conne River on the weekends find it more boring
because there is no people around for them to mingle with. This concludes the Editorial for this
week's issue of The Conne River Chronicle.

OUR MICMAC CULTURE – FROM CHILDHOOD TO ADULTHOOD
THEN AND NOW

It is said that the killing of his first moose is a sign of passage of a Micmac boy, from childhood
to adulthood. With the killing of his first moose and his formal entry into adulthood, the Micmac
youth or boy also entered the struggle for prestige and public recognition. It is also said that
when he reaches adulthood his childhood is dead, like his new life or stage of life is born.
What I mean by the struggle for prestige and public recognition is that he’s got to find his
rightful place in the community or tribe. Like if he is the son of the Chief who died and if he is a
good brave or warrior and fit to lead the people he will become Chief. When he reaches
adulthood, there is lots of responsibilities to be carried out. Some responsibilities are, include
getting food, protecting his people, especially your elders. You mostly have to set good examples
for the young ones or little kids that are growing up and entering into the stage of adulthood.
Now, you don’t have to kill your first moose, or go through a struggle for prestige and public
recognition. You just be a good and responsible young adult, and do the job that you want to do.
There are some job opportunities for a young adults now. You don’t have to prove anything now,
and do what you feel is good and right for yourself, and others.



Ask The Chief

Conne River Chronicle March 10, 1988
St. Anne's School
Conne River Reserve, NF
AOH IJO

Dear Editor:

First let me say, on behalf of the Council and myself “CONGRATULATIONS TO THE BOYS
VOLLEY BALL TEAM FOR WINNING THE ALL NEWFOUNDLAND FINALS AND
PLEASE ACCEPT OUR EXPRESSIONS OF BEST WISHES FOR THEIR VICTORY IN
NOVA SCOTIA. IN ANY CASE, I'M SURE THEY'LL DO THEIR BEST AND I'M ALSO
SURE THEY ARE AND WILL BE AS PROUD OF THEMSELVES AS WE ARE OF THEM.
WE WOULD ALSO LIKE TO CONGRATULATE MR. CRAIG BENOIT FOR HIS FINE
EFFORTS IN COACHING THE BOYS' VOLLEY BALL TEAM AS WELL AS HIS OWN
PERSONAL SUCCESS AT THE ALL NEWFOUNDLAND "B" DIVISION SUPER-
VOLLEY."

I also write at this time in answer to one of the articles in the "Conne River Chronicle" called
“Ask the Chief” , and I am responding to questions from Corey John, Craig Benoit, and Rose
Mary Squires.
Let me express my appreciation in hearing from the “Chronicle” and other people as well and I
only wish there were more people expressing their concerns and interests. The avenue has
always been there and the door is always Open to anyone wishing to express opinions, concerns,
or any topic of interest as well as for anyone who would just like to drop in for a coffee, tea or an
informal chat.

I'm going to be responding to the three questions, one at a time, starting with Corey John's
question.

Corey John asks- “Why isn't there any hangouts, or places to go for teenagers?”

To answer this question, I'll have to rely in part on my own experience at running a hangout. For
a private individual to start a hangout will cost approximately $ 45,000 for the construction of a
building 30' X 45'. Then you have to look at a cost between $ 1,000 and $ 2,000 for canteen
services for one week. There’s only a small profit made on the canteen services and you have
overhead cost of heat & Light, minor & major repairs as well as wages for people to operate and
clean the building. The private individual is also responsible for cleaning up the garbage which
gets thrown around even after garbage cans are put in place for the disposal of such garbage.
I guess these are some major reasons why individuals are not constructing and operating
hangouts.
It's true, we are lacking entertainment of any kind, not only for teenagers but for the adults as
well. In some cases the adults are a little better off because they have their Bingo’s, Card Parties
and every once in a while they do have dances. Through the efforts of the present youth
Committee, the youth now have dances on Friday and sometimes Saturday nights.



So there are things happening and better things will continue to happen with co-operation
between the Band Government and the Youth Committee. There has to be a good working
relationship, a partnership between the Youth and Band Government and that will only happen if
the Youth Committee want to show leadership, take responsibility, become involved and show
support for that kind of thing.
During an Annual Assembly two years ago, there was a proposal by the Youth Council to build a
Youth Center but unfortunately nothing came out of that. The Band Government does take
direction from all Band members, young and old and one of the results of these directions is the
multi-purpose court which is located near the school. The building will house some arcade
games as well as canteen services but it will have to be basically run on a volunteer basis by both
the Youth and the Adults alike. The Youth especially have to be totally involved with these sort
of things and will have to acknowledge that it is a partnership in trying to make a better
community, a more enjoyable community for all of us.

Over the years, there's been all sorts of things started by both the Band Government and Private
individuals but because of vandalism and lack of involvement by other people, the businesses
have not had much success.
The Youth Committee which is in place now has been trying to organize some activities in
conjunction with Band Government but they are running into snags in that there are not enough
teenagers involved or not enough who want to be involved in making these things work.
I hope this answers your question and I do hope with involvement on both sides, there will soon
be place of entertainment for the young and the not so young.

The next question comes from Craig Benoit and reads: "What can we expect Conne River to be
like in 20 years time when our present day leaders are unable to lead? For example, Are we, as a
community preparing future leaders? If so, in what capacity and are there any long term goals,
for the next 10-15 years?
For starters, who's to say that in 20 years the present leaders are not still going to be the leaders,
keeping in mind that there are elections every 4 years for Councillors. Besides which the people
who have shown leadership qualities by organizing themselves into a Youth Committee, who's to
say that some of those people won't become future leaders of this community.

Right now we are training our Youth as future leaders by giving then responsibilities and we are
training future leaders ii' conjunction with what the school is doing. But it has to go further than
that and into the homes by the parents themselves. They should be making sure there is a clear
understanding of what the Band Government is about as well as ensuring here are good, healthy
discussions on topics such a.~ Aboriginal Rights and Land Claims.
Everybody in the community has a part to play, some by leading and others by following and
both are very important and essential to the other. If in 20 years time, there are all new
Councillors, then the present day leaders will still be around to provide guidance and advice and
to play an active role in community affairs.

Our long term goals are the survival of the Micmac people, the recognition of our Land Claims,
to become economically self-sufficient and to hold on to the independence that we have always
had.



It is very important to have our Aboriginal Rights recognized because we cannot survive as a
Micmac people on 2 square of rock, bog, and clay. We have to become self-sufficient so we don't
always have to depend on the Government for handouts.

Ten or 15 years are hard to see without a settlement of our Land Claims and our funding will
decrease instead of increase since right now we're really getting monies for catch up since we
were not recognized as Indians in 1949 when Newfoundland joined Confederation. The catch-up
costs are; renovations to the school, water and sewer, roads, housing, etc.
Once our Aboriginal Rights are recognized, it will be much easier to see beyond 20 years. With
the settlement of Aboriginal Rights, we will become stronger and it will become easier to gain
our self-sufficiency and independence.
The future leaders of this community will have to be very strong and open-minded and have a
strong belief in themselves as Micmac people. Right now the Micmac Language is being taught
in our school and is a very important part of our identity as Micmac people. The one question I
have in this regard is “Are we doing enough to teach the future leaders of this community about
our culture and tradition to enable them to obtain an inner pride in themselves as Micmac people.

The third question comes from Rose Mary Squires and reads: “Can there be anything done with
the roads going out of Conne River?"
In response, yes there can be something done with the road but because of the unwillingness of
the Provincial and Federal Governments to provide the Band Government with monies to do the
necessary major up grading, the road may well be in its present condition for many years to
come. That's not to say that we do not lobby both levels of Government on a regular basis to
provide funding to make sure there is a decent level of road service coming into the community.

We have been told by the Provincial Government people that we were at the bottom of the totem
pole in regards to services before Registration, and since then we've been told that we’re no
longer there but are now underground for these kinds of services. I think this is very unfair, not
only to our Band Members, but to people like you who have to travel over our roads to get to
work. I would even so far as to say that I consider this a discrimination against us as Micmac
people and also against you as a citizen of this Province.
We have had teachers who have risked their lives travelling across the ice to get to work because
they didn't want to travel over the roads. As a matter of fact, anyone who travels over our roads
is risking his/her life by doing so.

When I look at the number of people who come from different parts of the Province that work
here, they themselves can help to have the road up-graded by writing to their different members
in the House of Assembly as well as to the Federal Ministers and say, "Why are you letting the
Provincial Government do that, not only to the Micmac people of Conne River, but to us as well
because we are citizens of this Province?"
We have people who come from all over this Province and I urge you as well as our own Band
Members to write to your member in the House of Assembly as well as the Federal Ministers to



request some action on this matter.

The road in question was built as a forest access road to
enable us to get to our timber stands along that road and it was
turned into a secondary highway by Joe Rouseau because we had
blocked the road to stop people from encroaching on our timber
stands. The only way the Government could make it illegal for us
to do that was to turn it into a secondary highway, but they
still haven't done anything in the way of up-grading.

Over the years, there have been promises made by the
different candidates who were running for elections. These
campaign speech promises were soon forgotten after the elections
were over but it is now time to call in these promises and demand
action. The time has long gone when we had to trek across the
ice to get the basic services and common decency says that the
people in this Community deserve a better road than the one we
have now.
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I hope I have managed to answer all questions to your
satisfaction and I have enjoyed doing so because it has made me
think and in doing so, I too,am now ready for some good, positive
action. I hope to be hearing from more people with concerns of
this nature.

Sincerely,

Saq&& Joe



TO; The Conne River Chronicle
FR: Linda A. McDonald -- Counciilor
DATE: February 25, 1988

SUBJECT:Opinion Pall Article on By-Laws

This is just a comment for information sake in regards to your article on the opinion poll
conducted by Carol and Lori McDonald.
One statement which reads as follows “Some people themselves would like it if they had some
say in the passing these By-Laws that were passed” ,causes me some concern since these By-
Laws were passed at our Annual Assembly in 1987.
At the time of the passing of these By~Laws, I was the facilitator fo'r my qroup which felt they
needed more time to read through and undeistand these By-Laws before passing or rejecting
them. When every other group wanted the By-Laws passed, this one group was outnumbered so
the By-Laws were passed by the General Assembly.
Again, for information sake, these By-Laws are subject to amendment by the General Band
Membership if they feel a change or amendment is needed.
I would like to add that I did not get a chance to read the Chronicle until today, I truly did enjoy
it and I urge you all to keep up the good work.

INTERVIEW WITH PETER MORIORITY, CHIEF OF RESERVE POLICE

INTERVIEWER: 1) How do you feel about the way people react towards the Reserve Police?
Peter Moriority: I've been a member of the R.C.M.P for 32 years, I was hired August 1987 and I
came here December 7,1987 to take over the police force here, and having been a member of the
R.C.M.P for 32 years there are citizens who will never change there attitude towards the police,
some in a negative way, so if I hear or see some negative reaction from citizens towards the
police it doesn't disturb me because that is something you have to work at with certain people
try, to change their attitude in a negative way towards the police. However, when I came here
what I did see as something to overcome was the attitude of the people on the reserve had
towards the band police in that they identified them as security officers and not police officers
and during the enforcement of the band by-laws the reserve police members find this negative
attitude towards them in that citizens say you have no authority, however when there charged for
an offence be it a ski-doo on the road, or a dog at large, when given the summons some will
throw the summons at the band police officer, curse on him using insulting, obscene language
the member will accept this walk away in, yet in court the charge will be heard on a guilty plee.
What I'm saying is if the citizens feel the Band Police have no authority why don't they come
into the court and challenge it, so it seems like they know that the authority is there,but they are
doing this to insult them and not show the respect they should have given him as a Band Police.
Just in ending this I think it's going to take a lot of time to turn peoples attitudes around who
have that attitude toward our Police Officers that they are not Security Officers but Police
Officers and they have full powers of a Police Officr, and that the laws that are inacted for the
reserve are laws that are passed by Chief, and Councilers the Band Council the laws are not
made by the Police Officers they are made by the Band Council for enforcement by the Police
Officers. Police don't make the laws they Just enforce them, and I think if a citizen has an axe to



grind he should take it up at the appropriate time at a general meeting of the Band Council, and
not subject our police to the kind of abuse, and insults they are now taking it's not fare and it's
not civilized to do that.

INTERVIEWER: 2) DOES BEING A REGERVE POLICEMAN REOUIRE LONG HOURS,
AND TAKING ALOT OF CRITICISM ?
Peter Moriority: Yes, the hours are sometimes long, work requires long hours however since I’ve
been here I drew up a shift for them which is a forty hour shift per/week, they recieve their two
days off per/week for recreational time as any job should have for their employees. Prior to that
shift I made up they were working long day & night hours, right now it's down to a 40 hour week
2 days off a week.They do take a lot of critism however, criticism is not the biggest issue a
police officers should take, criticism it goes with the job. Its something that police offlcers will
hopefully in time dealing closely with the public through public relations they'll have better
working relations with the public.

INTERVIEWER: 3) What kind of training does it take to be a reserve police man?
Peter: Once the band council hires an officer and appoints him as a police officer for the reserve
the training requirements, right now are being given by the Horlam Police College in Charolette
Town P.E.I. graduated fromHolum there are two men presently in Holmum which are Fabian
John and Karen Benoit. They will be at Holmum college for six months and then they’ll go into
the field with another police department for six months. Damien came out of Holmum and went
to New Castle Police Department, then they came back to us. The recruit training at Holemum
police college is the college for training police officers in the marritimes. The R.C.M.P. has its
own training facilities in Regina their officers don’t go to Holmum police college, but those
officers working for munnisapalities throughout the marritimes. The marritimes are sent to the
Holmum police college, so the native police officers will receive their training from Holmium
police college, hopefully they will all receive it, in another few years Damien first graduate. If
Fabian & Karren will be going to the Indian police college in Ontario. I spoke to Jerry about this
and he’s looking into it, so were looking into the Indian police college in Ontario, there’s another
school with training academy where they can go.

INTERVIEWER: 4) Is the training any different from the R.C.M.P?
PETER:In some ways the training is different.The R.C.M.P. has extensive training in federal and
provincial laws since they are located in every province in Canada.

INTERVIEWER: 5) What would be the difference in the Indian College then the one they’re
going to now?
PETER: Basic Police traininq, the academic along with the physical, it would distill in them a
sense of discipline.

INTERVIEWER: 6) What is your role in the Reserve Police?
PETER:My role is to take over the Reservation Police Department of setting up the offlce, give
them a sense experiece in leadership, instill in them a sense of confidence, train and devolop
them in their work. Their training will involve teaching them the adminstration work that is
always required in any job, how to gather evidence, how to do a demeanor report, and hopefully
gain the respect as the Band Police Officers after a time.



INTERVIEWER: 7) have you ever worked in any other Reserves in Canada?
PETER: NO

INTERVIEWER: 8) How does the crime rate on this reserve compare to the crime rate in
general?
PETER: It's a good one , I look upon Conne River as a law abidding community. In the three
months I’ve been hear there has only been a couple of incidents like ridding a ski-doo on the
road which is a hazard; common assults family incidents only three liqour violations nothing
serious these are mistermeaners. So as a crime rate I don’t see one.

lNTERVIEWER: 9) What are the powers of the Rreserve Police?
PETER:They are the same as the R.C.M.P.The R.C.M.P are Police Officers so are the Reserve
Police they have the some powers and authority to enforce the Band by-laws and federal statute
the provincial statute the Band Police have no power to enforce.

INTERVIEWER: 10) If you had to identify one major problem dealing with crime in Conne
River what would it be?

PETER: I haven't seen any change in the while I was here but it seems to be drinking but not in a
public place.

INTERVIEWER: 11) How do you like Conne River?
PETER: I LOVE IT

by:Leona Joe












































