Palestinian Grassroots Organizations:
Contact information and descriptions

Ibdaa Cultural Center - Dheisheh 
http://www.dheisheh-ibdaa.net/
§	Ibdaa means “to create something out of nothing”, and is a grassroots initiative of Dheisheh Refugee Camp. Founded in 1995, Ibdaa serves over 800 children and young people through various programs, while providing job opportunities to over 25 families. 


The Regional Council for the Palestinian Bedouin of the Unrecognized Villages
http://www.arabhra.org/rcuv/regional.htm
§	Regional Council Beersheva Offices 
29/29 Keren Ha-Yesod St. Beersheva 
Tel: 972 8 6283043 
Fax: 972 8 6283315 

§	Maha Qupty, Human Resource coordinator 
Tel: 972 55 348 666 
Tel: 972 6 6576886 
E-mail: mqupty@hotmail.com 
§	The Regional Council of the Bedouin Palestinian Unrecognized Villages in the Negev was established in 1997 as a community movement (grass roots representation) for Palestinian Bedouin equality in the Negev. The challenges, which the Regional Council has taken upon itself, are to amend inequalities for the Palestinian citizens in the Negev, reconstruct public life, develop a vision, learn how to engage others in a manner that respects people- drawing them in and building upon their understanding and commitment, a process that is rewarding as it gives freedom, which is power that is achieved through gaining capacities and assuming responsibilities. 


Al-Haq 
http://www.alhaq.org/
§	Al-Haq is a Palestinian human rights organization founded by Palestinian lawyers to defend Palestinian human rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territory. Located in Ramallah, Al-Haq's program includes the monitoring, and documentation of human rights violations; research pertaining to the rule of law in occupied territories; and the publication of studies on various aspects of the legal and human rights situation in the Israeli-occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Badil 
http://www.badil.org/
§	Background information on the issue of Palestinian refugees and durable solutions (including the right of return, restitution and compensation). Overview of international refugee protection and the status of Palestinian refugees under international refugee law. Overview of international assistance to Palestinian refugees. Analysis of the right of return, restitution, and compensation under various bodies of international law. Badil publications on Palestinian refugees. (English and Arabic)


Gaza Community Mental Health Program 
http://www.gcmhp.net/
§	The Gaza Community Mental Health Program, directed by Eyad El Sarraj, is a non-profit Palestinian non-governmental organization that provides mental health support to the community. The program works to help victims, their families, and their communities cope with the aftermath of torture and systematic violence. 

Provides abstracts of research on psycho-social problems; descriptions of training courses; description of a women’s empowerment project; and press releases. 

Palestinian Centre For Human Rights 
http://www.pchrgaza.org/
§	The Centre is an independent Palestinian human rights organization based in Gaza City. It was established in 1995 by a group of Palestinian lawyers and human rights activists to protect human rights and promote the rule of law, as well as to create and develop democratic institutions and an active civil society. Provides a weekly report on Israeli human rights violations in the Occupied Territories, news updates, internship opportunities, and in-depth studies and reports on human rights issues. (English and Arabic) 

Palestinian Human Rights Monitoring Group (PHRMG) 
http://www.phrmg.org/
§	The PHRMG documents human rights violations committed against Palestinians in the West Bank, Gaza Strip and East Jerusalem, regardless of who is responsible. The PHRMG has dedicated much of its work to the monitoring of human rights violations committed by the Palestinian Authority. Provides reports on assassinations and settler violence. Includes, articles. press releases, and archives of the "Palestinian Human Rights Monitor." Also provides a database of fatalities. Arabic and English. 

The Arab Association for Human Rights 
Address: P O Box 215 
City: Nazareth 16101, Israel 
Telephone: +972 4 656 1923 
Fax: +972 4 656 4934 
Email: hra1@arabhra.org or unia@arabhra.org 
Web: http://www.arabhra.org

§	HRA works to promote and protect the political, economic, and cultural rights of the Palestinian Arab minority in Israel from an international human rights perspective. It is the sole Palestinian Arab NGO working specifically in this field.

The Palestinian Centre for Rapprochement between People
http://www.rapprochement.org/
postal address: 
64 Star Street
Beit Sahour
P.O.Box 24, Palestine

Bank Accounts:
The Palestinian Centre for Rapprochement between people
Bank Hapoalim - Main Branch Tel Aviv 600
Account No. 360883
Swift HAPOALILIT

Palestine Investment Bank
76-411
Account No. 78244
For General Information, contact the PCR info@rapprochement.org 
Projects include Youth clubs, Palestinian Youth Dialogue Group - Across the Enforced Borders (Suspended because of the current situation in Palestine), The Displaced Shepherds Project, and the Young Advocates project.


The Palestinian Grassroots Anti-Apartheid Wall Campaign
http://stopthewall.org/worldwideactivism/235.shtml

§	The Anti-Apartheid Wall Campaign is a national grassroots movement against the Wall coordinated by the Palestinian Environmental Nongovernmental Organizations Network (PENGON) and rooted in the communities affected by the Wall. The communities, as the base of the Campaign, are mobilizing under exceptionally difficult conditions due to the Occupation’s stranglehold on everyday life--the severe restrictions on movement, continuous sieges of towns, villages, and refugee camps, curfews and incursions. The Wall’s theft of land which threatens Palestinians’ very subsistence makes action an urgent need; farmers, unions, village and town councils, NGO workers, and activists are regularly meeting to assess the needs of the communities, clarify the farmers demands and goals, and coordinate actions against the Wall. They further lobby national officials, and generate calls for international solidarity in their struggle to defend their livelihoods and future.


Palestinian NGO Network (PNGON)
http://www.pngo.net/
§	The Palestinian NGO Network (PNGO) is an association of Palestinian NGOs that work in various human, social and development fields. The PNGO set up this web site, a gateway to civil society, as part of the newly created information clearinghouse of the same name.  It contains fact sheets, maps, news updates, eyewitness reports on the occupation, and a list of links to international law sources. 

Tamer Institute for Community Education 
http://www.tamerinst.org/
§	The Tamer Institute for Community Education is an NGO concerned with urgent problems in education under the occupation. Goals of the Institute include encouraging expression and improving the skills and abilities of the young in community work. They have a reading campaign, an oral history project, summer camp, a resource center coordinated with 60 Occuppied Territories libraries, and a publishing unit.

Union of Palestinian Medical Relief Committees 
http://www.upmrc.org/
§	The Union of Palestinian Medical Relief Committees, founded in 1979, is a grassroots Palestinian health organization of Palestinian doctors and health professionals seeking to supplement the decayed and inadequate health infrastructure caused by years of Israeli military occupation. Its national health programs emphasize prevention, education, community participation, and the empowerment of the individual. They are involved in the following programs: Community Health Centers in towns and villages throughout the West Bank and Gaza; Programs for Comprehensive Health; Health Education; and The School of Community Health. 

Women's Affairs Technical Committee - WATC 
www.pal.watc.org

§	The WATC is a coalition of women’s organizations that lobbies on behalf of women's rights and opposes discrimination against women. It promotes international and local cooperation in women's issues. They have petitions, press releases, an advocacy program for women’s rights, and a media program. Their website archives writing from "Sout Al Nisa'" (The Voice of Women).

Women’s Center for Legal Aid and Counseling 
http://www.wclac.org

§	The Women’s Center for Legal Aid and Counseling is a Jerusalem-based Palestinian NGO working to promote the legal and social status of Palestinian women. The Center provides a legal and social network of protection for women. It is a resource center for women and a leader of collective action on the governmental and non-governmental level, locally, regionally and internationally. 


The Democracy and Worker’s Rights Center in Ramallah (www.dwrc.org/about/about.html)

§	This is a non-governmental, non-profit organization not affiliated to any political party. The Center was established in October 1993 by a group of academics, lawyers, trade unionists, and prominent political figures. Their vision is to contribute to the construction of a strong democratic and civil society in Palestine and achieve peace and stability under the sovereignty of an independent Palestinian state, within the 1967 borders next to the state of Israel. Their goal is organizing marginalized groups, democratizing their representative bodies, enhancing their organizational skills and activating their participation in the political, social and cultural life.
Addamir Prisoner Support Center 
Jerusalem-Ramallah Main Road, 
Tahan building at "A-Ram checkpoint"
P.O.B. 17338 
Jerusalem 
Tel/Fax: 02-6562967 

Director: Abdel Latif Geth 
Gaza Branch 
Omer El-Mokhtar St., 
Gaza 
Tel/ fax: 07-860956 
Director: Mohamed Dahman

Addameer 
http://www.addameer.org/
§	Addameer Prisoners Support and Human Rights Association is a Palestinian non-governmental, civil institution that focuses on human rights issues. It was established in order to defend, help and support Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails. In 1996, Addamir extended its activities to include the whole human rights field. Among its objectives are: a) to study laws, measures, and directives in terms of their accordance with international law and standards and the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949; b) to follow and observe the manner of detentions and issuance of judgements, the character of investigations, arbitrary killings, expulsions, closures of ënewspapers and publishing houses; c) to document events and to publish reports for human rights organizations; d) to provide health-care for prisoners and their families and to defend their right to adequate food and clothing; e) to provide social assistance for prisoners and their families to the greatest degree possible; f) to work to ease prisoners' return to society.

§	Addamir records all the information about prisoners in Israeli jails and about martyrs, arranges lawyers' visits to prisoners, explores the situation of prisoners, as well as the collective problems and particular issues which the prisoners request the lawyers to follow up on. This program continued through the first half of 1995, at which time the Israeli authorities obstructed the issuance of permits for lawyers and the costs of visits became to expensive. 

LAW - The Palestinian Society for the Protection of Human Rights and the Environment 
http://www.law-society.org/
§	LAW is a Palestinian Human Rights organisation based in Jerusalem. LAW was founded in 1990 by a group of Palestinian lawyers to promote human rights and further the principles of the rule of law, and to defend Palestinian rights in accordance with international human rights law and United Nations declarations.
LAW seeks to protect human rights through an intensive program of documenting and following up abuses and through providing legal and financial help to people in need. LAW issues various kinds of reports, studies and other publications. 
LAW works to ensure the right of defence for victims of human rights abuses, through lawyers working in the Society or accredited lawyers from outside the Society, working in both Israeli and Palestinian courts. 

LAW takes up test cases for submission to the Palestinian High Courts, with the aim of strengthening the rule of law and the independence of the judicial system, and to the Israeli High Court as part of its defense of Palestinian human rights. LAW represents prisoners and advocates their rights in accordance with international law; the Society's lawyers regularly visit prisoners in Palestinian and Israeli prisons and interrogation centers. LAW also documents the practice of torture and represents Palestinian prisoners being subjected to torture. LAW works to ensure and protect the housing rights of the Palestinian people by providing legal assistance in Israeli municipal courts and the Israeli High court. 
LAW represents Palestinians in legal cases to do with the environment, on the basis that environmental rights are integral to human rights. LAW raises lawsuits in both Israeli and Palestinian courts against pollution and other environmental violations. 
LAW organizes workshops and conferences on the subject of human rights abuses in the Israeli occupied territories and the Palestinian Autonomous areas, in order to raise human rights awareness and to strengthen community involvement against these abuses. The Society also issues a human rights journal, which seeks to participate in the building of a democratic civil society through bringing human rights issues to the attention of the Palestinian community. 
LAW - The Palestinian Society for the Protection of Human Rights and the Environment is an affiliate member of the Paris-based International Federation of Human Rights Leagues. It is also a member of the Network of the Palestinian Non-Governmental Organisations (PNGO Network) and a member of the Environmental Law Alliance Worldwide (ELAW). 

Adalah
Address: PO Box 510, Shfaram 20200 Israel
Tel: 04-950-1610 
Fax: 04-950-3140 
Email: adalahorg@hotmail.com 
Web: http://www.adalah.org 
Fax: 04-950-3140 
Hassan Jabareen, General Director 
§	Adalah is the first non-profit, non-sectarian Palestinian Arab-run legal center in Israel. Established in November 1996, Adalah serves the Palestinian community, close to 20% of Israel's population. The main goal of Adalah is to achieve equal rights and national minority rights for Palestinian citizens of Israel. 

General Union of Palestinian Women
http://www.gupw.net/
§	The main goal of GUPW, since its establishment, has been to mobilize women within Palestinian communities to participate in various social, economic and political processes, which contribute to their development. For many years, GUPW has been politically active, supporting Palestinian women at the forefront of the liberation struggle in all its aspects and historical stages, at the nationalistic and social levels. GUPW has also taken on a welfare-related role in its activities in support of Palestinian individuals and families, which have suffered losses in the struggle for national liberation and independence. 

Palestine Fair Trade Association
www.palestinefairtrade.org

§	Palestine Fair Trade Association (PFTA) is a national Palestinian union of farming and producing cooperatives, based in Jenin that promotes and supports fair and equitable trading principles.  These principles were established and are monitored by the PFTA and include such notions as: fair-value return to producers, reinvestment in local communities and the industry, environmentally friendly products and production methods, equal employment opportunities, education of farmers and workers about their rights and responsibilities in the fair trade process.  Furthermore Palestine Fair Trade Association is active in promoting Palestinian products in international fair-trade markets.
As a Fair Trade Cooperatives Union our function is to monitor fair-trade practices and certify fair-trade products in Palestine.  Guidelines have been established that will ensure the stability of a fair trade process.  We also provide assistance to farmers to ensure high quality harvest, safe storage methods, tree friendly harvest methods, and environmental concerns/protection.


