                                         Human Rights Violations in Brazil


Article 5 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights guarantees everyone the right to be free from torture, cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.  Brazil has violated this article many times.  

Human rights do not stop at the prison gates. International and Brazilian laws set out detailed standards and guarantees about the treatment of prisoners: an individual, whatever his or her crimes, must not be tortured; must not be held in unsanitary or unsafe conditions that could place him in danger or lead to his death; he is entitled to adequate nourishment and medical care. 
 In December 1998, police pulled 400 terrified prisoners from their cramped cells in Osasco public jail in Sao Paulo, on the pretext of conducting a cell search.  Prisoners were subjected to eight hours of violence and humiliation, forced to run through a gauntlet of policeman who kicked and beat them.  As they delivered their blows the policeman shouted, “Today is human rights day, and this is what prisoners’ rights are!”

In the first three months of 1998, 15 prisoners were reportedly murdered by fellow inmates in the prisons of Espíritu Santo state.  None of these deaths has been fully investigated.

In an incident in February 1998, prisoners on a rooftop protest in Linhares prison.  They threw a prisoner to his death, a common form of protest in Brazilian prisons in which inmates kill other prisoners one by one in a so-called “lottery of death”. The day before Amnesty International’s visit to Vila Velha prison in March 1998, the body of a prisoner had been discovered on the rubbish container behind the jail.    

My family is from Costa Rica. Even there violations of human rights sometimes occur.  Many years ago, my grandfather told me that his brother was arrested and killed by a policeman in July 1967.  His brother was working in a park in San José, Costa Rica, selling food when the cops took him and punched him. They said that selling food in the park was illegal.  My grandfather’s brother had the papers he needed to sell food in the park, but the cops never gave him a chance to show the papers.  My grandfather’s brother was killed by the police after he was arrested. Two years later the cops were put in jail, but my grandfather’s brother was dead.

The whole world suffers from human rights violations.  This problem affects all kinds of people, but prisoners suffer a lot from this problem.  Prisoners are just that--prisoners, not animals. They have been found guilty of a crime and they are paying for it.  Even prisoners have rights.
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