ESL Lesson on Community Workers and Their Jobs – information gap and role play

Level:

For Intermediate low to Advanced ESL students 5-8th grade or HS or adult.  Preferably a mixed group of students.  This may not work well with all IL students unless they are coached a lot.

4+ 40 minute class sessions.

Lesson: 

Community Workers and their jobs.  Vocabulary.

Using Information gap and Role play.

Forming probing questions (as opposed to yes/no questions)

Materials:  

Flash cards of Community Workers. 
Video of skit.

Doorbell sound.

Party items (optional).

Assuming that the teacher has taught lessons on community jobs.

Objectives:

Students will review vocabulary used in discussing community workers and their jobs.  

Students will be able to ask inquiring questions as opposed to yes/no questions.

Students will be able to answer questions about these jobs without naming the job.

Introduction:

Follow the model of the Party Guest skit on the TV show “Who’s Line is it Anyway?”

Teacher will show a segment of an episode with this skit in it to give the students an idea of the activity.  (Make sure it is not too risqué).  

The teacher comments on the techniques being used in the skit.  Discussing: the difference between a yes or no question (Are you a policeman?)  and a probing question (Do you carry a gun?); giving clues but not overtly saying what the job is.  At the end the teacher will answer questions and model some examples of how to ask these questions and give answers.  She will then ask some questions of the class and ask for volunteers to answer the questions.  

Activity:

1. The class practices the question and answer concept in pairs, while the teacher walks around and monitors for correctness.  

The teacher also reviews how to greet someone: at the door and in a group setting.  This should not be new to this level of student. (i.e. Hello, how are you?  Nice to see you.  Thank you for coming to my party.)

Activity:

1. 3-4 ‘party goers’ are given a job and the corresponding flashcard.   They will review notes or sheets and flashcard from lessons on jobs and study  task of the job.    [For a large class: the class can be broken into groups.  One person is chosen as the party guest and the others help him with ideas on how to act and respond.]

1 student is a ‘party host.’ [This student should be an Intermediate High or Advanced student]  He will review the jobs that have been taught.  He will think about possible questions to ask.  [In a larger class: a group can decide on the actor and help with ideas and actions]. 

When the research is done a place is cleared for the role-play exercise.  

2. The party begins.  A student rings the doorbell and the host opens a door to greet his guest.  The ‘host’ will greet each ‘guest’ as the guest walks into the party.  He starts a conversation, trying to figure out what the guest is The host needs to ask questions of each guests, interact with them and watch them interact with each other. The guest has to act his job.  He needs to drop clues as to things he does and needs for his job while talking to the host and other guests.  Each guest comes in separately. Classmates can help out if the host is stuck.  
When all the guests have been figured out the game is over.

Notes:

Props are not used.  This is a vocabulary and fact finding lesson visuals would defeat the purpose.  

Prizes (Emmys or Golden Globes) can be given for the best actor.

The teacher can use this as an evaluation tool also.

If it is a larger class the activity can be repeated with different people in the roles.  

Comments from Man-Lin: 

      I think that information gap and role play are useful techniques to help ESL students to learn English. They can create a real situation for ESL students not only to practice the grammar they are learning but also to participate in the class activity.  In addition, probing questions are better than yes/no questions to help the language learners think deeply and give answers diversely. 
Questions:

1. If the student host cannot figure out the occupation of the guest, what will the teacher do to help him or her find the answer?   The class can help the student host.  Other guests might be able to help or give the answer if the host is truly stuck.  
2. Is it necessary to limit the number of the questions asked by the host?  Otherwise, a lot of time could be wasted on asking questions.  The teacher might want to put a time limit on the skit if it is a large group, however the more taking, questions and vocabulary used the better they will retain the information.  
3. According to the plan, this activity is supposed to be done in the multilevel  

        class. But if the whole class is intermediate low , then is it all right to do this   

         activity?  If the class is all an IL level this might not be practical unless there is a lot of coaching and practice.  It might be better done in group settings so that they can help each other.

Example of cards –  There are two one with  a picture on the front of  what the person looks like.  On the back: Paramedic

“Do you like...

Helping sick or injured people

Working in dangerous situations

Making quick decisions

Working as part of a team.

Requirements...

High school diploma

Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) training plus special two-year paramedic course

Pass the National Registry of Emergency Medical Technician exam to be certified as an EMT-Paramedic

Able to lift and carry heavy loads

Duties...

Give emergency care and transport seriously ill or injured patients to the hospital

Report patients’ conditions and treatments to emergency room staff

Replace used supplies, check equipment, and clean the interior of the ambulance when needed

Location...

Fire department


Hospital

Pricate ambulance service

Police department

Related Jobs...

Dispatcher



Physician assistant

Registered nurse


Director of emergency services

The second card has a picture of some of the things the Paramedic might use (stethoscope, neckbrace and backboard)

On the back are descriptions of these things and then a list of other tools.

