David – A Man After God’s Own Heart

RHCCC – Candlelight Fellowship

David – A Man After God’s Own Heart

Unit I – David and Saul (1 Samuel 13-17)
Week 1
Introduction


Who is David? Why are we studying David?



Bible Story



Watch video part 1/Bible Reading



Bible verse of the day

Week 2
Psalm




Discussion
 (Why did God leave Saul? Why do you think God choose David?)



Bible verse of the day

Week 3
Application to daily life



Bible reading game (group competition)



Bible verse of the day

Unit II – David’s Faith vs. Saul’s Disobedience (1Samuel 18-24)
Week 4

Watch Video part 2

(Covers from David entered Saul’s palace to David spared Saul’s life)

Week 5
- Summary of Video part 2



  Why was David chosen? (Sensitive to God’s will, humble, responsible)



  How many times did Saul attempted to kill David (11 times)



- Psalm 142 reading (describes David’s emotions during this period of time)



- Class worksheet



   Application discussions for 1 Samuel 13-17

- Homework – worksheet takes home due in two weeks

   Read 1 Sam 18-24 and answer questions

Week 6 
Application



- Small group application questions discussions for 1 Samuel 13-17



- Watch Video part 3 



(Covers from the first time David spared Saul’s life to David returned and became the king)

Unit III – David’s Triumph, Failures and Repentance (1Samuel 25-31 to 2 Samuel 1-12)

Week 6
- Watch Video part 4 



(Covers Saul’s death, David’s return until his encounter with Bathsheba)



Summary of Video



Pass homework Unit II and III

Week 7
- Watch Video part 5



  (Covers David’s adultery, Nathan’s rebuke until the birth of Solomon)

- Discussion on Unit II (David was hunted by Saul)

Week 8
- Summary of David’s Sin and Repentance



- Discussion



   What was David’s real sin?



   Where could have he stopped?



   Point of view from David, Bathsheba, Nathan and Joab

Week 9
Application

- God forgave David’s sin but not without consequences.  
- How to avoid costly mistake in your life.
Week 10 
Review of David Unit

King David
1. Who is David?  Describe him with some appropriate names.
2. What do you know about David?  What have you learnt from before of him?

3. According to your understanding, what was he famous for?

4. Why are we studying this Bible character, David?

5. Of the things you know about David, which one particular character of his that you want to model after?

6. From the standpoint of God, could you explain what is it in David that has pleased God as a whole?
Unit 1 – David and Saul

Week 1 Class Agenda

Summary of video tape - David (section one)

1.
watching tape - the tape will be started from Saul (I will skip the small portion about ‘David’ in the way beginning of the tape), and be stopped at when Goliath is killed. It takes 35 minutes.
2.
To have the kids write a summary about the tape they watch - The agenda I will give to them are: 
aa.
Who did Samuel chose to become king of Israel and why?
ab. Why did God reject Saul as King?
ac.  What two mistakes did Saul make?

3.
At the bottom of their summary, I will ask them to copy Psalm 23.
4.
Bible Verse of today -  Psalm 23:1 and 4. The kids have to memorize these two verses before they leave.
Week 1 - Homework for this coming Friday:

1.
Read 1 Samuel chapter 13 - 17.
2.
please answer the five following questions:
· Saul waited for seven days, but Samuel did not come to Gilgal. What did Saul do? why?  - 1 Samuel chapter 13.
· Jonathan had not heard about the oath, which his father had bound with the people. So, what did Jonathan do? - 1 Samuel chapter 14.
· What was Samuel’s reply when the soldiers took sheep and cattle from the plunder, the best of what was devoted to God. 
· 1 Samuel chapter 15.
· The Lord said to Samuel “ Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him”. Why? - 1 Samuel chapter 16.
· Who was David with when he fought with Philistine Goliath? 
· 1 Samuel chapter 17.
3.
Bible Verse for tonight:
· Psalm 8: verse 1
Unit 1 –  Week 2 Class Agenda

1.
Summary of the film (20 minutes)

2.
Discussion (10 to  15 minutes)

3.
Have two kids read Psalm 23 and then lead the kids to 
recite Psalm 23.

4.
Talked about the background of Psalm 23 and play music/songs of 
Psalm 23.

David

A Man After God’s Own Heart
I Samuel Chapters 13 – 17

Unit 1 Review Questions
1. 1 Sam 15:1-3

Did you have any experiences that God spoke to you or you had an inner voice urging you to do certain things? What was it? What was the outcome?

2. 1 Sam 15:24

Saul was afraid of the people again and eager to please them.  Has fear led you to disobey recently?  Is it tempting to do so?  If so, how can you overcome this temptation?

3. How do you feel that Saul’s sin was sparing an enemy’s life and not killing the prime cattle?  Does it make the Lord seem irrational and arbitrary?  Are we free to disobey the Lord even sometimes when things seem rational or humane to do so?

4. 1 Sam 16:7

Do you ever feel inferior? Do you care about how people around you look at you?  What is more important to you: Inner being (heart) or outward appearance?

5. What would you do if you were David after being anointed to be future king of Israel? What did David do?

6. 1 Sam 16:14

Does God’s judgment upon Saul seem unduly harsh? Why or why not?

7. Are Christians subject to any judgment in this life for disobedience?  In what ways, or why not?

8. 1 Sam 17:26, 37, 45, 47

How did David kill Goliath?  What lesson do you see in the contrast between Goliath’s and David’s weaponry?  When you hear someone ridicule the Lord’s power, love or existence, what do you do in response?

 Key Verse:

      1 Sam 15:22

      “Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the voice of the Lord? To obey is better than sacrifice, and to head is better than the fat of rams.”

Unit II – David’s Faith vs. Saul’s Disobedience

Bible study assignment (homework):
1.
Please read Bible -- 1 Samuel, chapter 18 to 24.
2.
Please answer the following questions:
aa. When the men were returning home after David had killed the philistine, the woman came out from all the towns of Israel, they danced and sang.  But Saul was angry, why?   ---- 1 Samuel, chapter 18.

ab. Jonathan spoke well of David to Saul. What oath Saul took after he listened to Jonathan?                                          ---- 1 Samuel, Chapter 19.

ac.  Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David.  Please describe the method how Jonathan told David whether David was safe or danger.       --- 1 Samuel, chapter 20.

ad. All those who were in distress or in debt of discontented gathered around David and David became their leader.  How many people were with David?  

--- 1 Samuel, chapter 22.

ee.
While David was at Horesh in the Desert of Ziph.  Saul’s son Jonathan went to David at Horesh and helped him find strength in God.  What Jonathan 

said to David?    --- 1 Samuel, chapter 23.

ff.
David did not allow his men to attack Saul.  What words David said to 

his men?    --- 1 Samuel, chapter 24.

UNIT II – Summary of God Rejected Saul and Chose David

1. God rejected Saul and chose David as the next king.  Why David?
· Sensitive to God’s voice. His lonely youth led him to be close to God.  He became sensitive to God’s voice.
· Humble.  His rank in family kept him humble.  He developed an attitude to serve.
· Responsible. During the years he worked as shepherd, he learned to be protectors of the sheep.
2. Saul became more irritable and fearful.
3. David went to play harp to calm him down.
4. Philistines attacked Israelites-Everyone is afraid of Goliath (9 feet tall)
They were in battle for 40 days.
5. David went to battle field to bring food for brothers.  He was shocked that no one dares to fight Goliath. He uses sling and stone to kill Goliath.
1 Samuel 17: 45
David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 
· Training
· tools he is familiar with
· trust
6.
Saul started to be jealous to David
· He is a hero
· People praise David over him
· He won Jonathan’s friendship, Michal’s love and people’s heart.
· He has God’s blessing  
It is easy to see that Saul was an angry man.  

Anger -> jealous -> hatred -> violence
He is angry because he was rejected by God.
Cain – accepted by God
Abel – rejected by God.
7. Saul attempted to hurt David. Eventually, David ran away.
8. How many times Saul tried to kill David
a. David played harp, Saul threw spear toward him.
b. He sent David to troops.  Have David fight dangerous wars
c. He made David to kill philistines in order to marry Michal.
d. He told Jonathan and others that he intended to kill David
e. David returned and played harp for him.  Saul pinned the spear into wall.
f. Saul tried to kill David in his sleep. Michal saved David.
g. David ran to look for Samuel at Naioth.  Saul sent three batches of people to kill David.
h. Saul almost killed Jonathan when he tried to stand up for David.
i. David went to Nob.  He lied to the priest to get food and weapon.  Saul killed all the priests and their families in that town.
j. Saul went to Keilah to kill David.
k. Saul search David day after day and ask others to locate David. (He almost capture David but Philistines attacked)
l. After Saul dealt with Philistines, he returned to continue his search for David.  David spared him in the cave and cut off his rope.  Saul wept and regret what he did to David.  He acknowledged at this time that David will be the next king.  He asked David to promise not to harm his descendants and not to remove his name.
m. After a while, Saul again went to desert of Ziph to search for David.  David went to his camp, took his spear and water jug and speared him the second time.  Saul regret and left.
        UNIT III – David’s Triumph, Failures and Repentance

Bible Study assignments for this unit


1 Samuel chapter 25-31


2 Samuel chapters 1-12

1. 
David and his men came to Ziklag, they found their wives and sons and daughters taken captive by Amalekites.  How did David find strength?

--- 1 Samuel, chapter 30

2. Please briefly describe how did Saul take his life?

    
---  1 Samuel, chapter 31

3. How old was David when he became king?  And how long did David reign?

---  2 Samuel, chapter 5

4. Who was Mephibosheth?  How did David treat Mephibosheth?

---   2 Samuel, chapter 9

5. What was Nathan’s rebuke to David?

---    2 Samuel, chapter 12

UNIT III – David’s Triumph, Failures and Repentance

Summary of Saul’s fall and David’s rise

1.
Saul gave up on chasing after David and they went their separate ways.
· After David spared Saul’s life twice.  Saul returned home and David went to Gath.
2.
David’s mistake
  David
· He went to Gath (Philistines) to hide from Saul.  He pretended to betray Israel.  He killed and raid while he was there.
· He gained the trust of the king – Achish by telling him that he will join the Philistines to fight Israelites.
· The military commander refused to have David come along, he send David back.  “ Saul has slain his thousands,   and David his tens of thousands?”

· Amalekites raided David’s camp and captured their women, children and animals.  David’s men were angry and they were talking about stoning him. 
3.
David’s mistake and consequences.
  Had David made a good decision by going to Gath?
a. He lost faith with God
b. He played double roles to gain the trust of Philistines.  
c. He lived on raiding, he lied and he killed.  Did not demonstrate the character of a great leader.
What happened?
a. He nearly faced the situation to fight with his own people.
b. His people were captured.  
c. He lost the trust of his own men.  They want to kill him.
What did he do?
6 David was greatly distressed because the men were talking of stoning him; each one was bitter in spirit because of his sons and daughters. But David found strength in the LORD his God. 7 Then David said to Abiathar the priest, the son of Ahimelech, “Bring me the ephod.” Abiathar brought it to him, 8 and David inquired of the LORD , “Shall I pursue this raiding party? Will I overtake them?” ”Pursue them,” he answered. “You will certainly overtake them and succeed in the rescue.”

4.
Saul lost the war to Philistines and killed himself.
 Saul –
· The philistines attacked Israel again.  Saul was afraid when he saw Philistine’s army.  He inquired God but the Lord did not answer him.  He became desperate and went to see a medium.  This shows how weak his spirit is.
The women medium brought up Samuel and told him that he will die.  He and Jonathan died the next day.
5. David was anointed King over Judah when he was 30 yrs old and over Israel 7 years later.
6. The cost of disregarding God’s command.
Uzzar and the Ark
After David settled down in the palace, he tried to bring the Ark to Jerusalem. They put the Ark in a new cart and used the oxen to transport the Ark.  Uzzar, a Levite, guided the cart and touched the Ark when it was falling out.  He was struck by God immediately.  They waited three months before they tried again and David himself led the Ark into the city.  This is also why David danced with all his might.
7. God disproved David’s wish to build a temple but honored him with greater promises.
   2 Sam 7

David wanted to build a temple for God. God rejected his proposal but offered him greater promises.
2 Sam 8-16
· will make David’s name great like the greatest name on earth
· Will give Israel people a place to settle
· Will give David a rest from his enemies
· David’s decedents will build a temple for God
· From David there will be a King rule forever
· God promise to love his children forever.
15 But my love will never be taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you. 16 Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.’ “

David and Bathsheba

8.  What did he do wrong?  What can David do to avoid the mistake?
· He should have go away when he saw Bathsheba bathing
· He should stop when he heard that she is Uriah’s wife
· He should not ask her to join him and have affair with her
· He should not trying to trick Uriah home to avoid his responsibility
· He should not kill Uriah
9.  Use the ‘David and Bathsheba – Costly Mistakes’ chart to review the sequence of events and to discuss ‘point of views’ of each role in small groups.
David and Bathsheba – Costly Mistakes

	Sequence of Events
	David
	Bathsheba
	Uriah
	Joab
	Messenger

	David saw Bathsheba bathing
	
	
	
	
	

	David found out Bathsheba was the daughter of Eliam, wife of Uriah
	
	
	
	
	

	David called Bathsheba in and had affair with her
	
	
	
	
	

	Bathsheba told David that she was pregnant
	
	
	
	
	

	David called Uriah back and told him to go home
	
	
	
	
	

	David got Uriah drunk and tried to trick him to go home
	
	
	
	
	

	David sent Uriah back to battle field with a letter to Joab
	
	
	
	
	

	Joab followed David's instruction and got Uriah killed
	
	
	
	
	

	Joab sent messenger back to tell David and Bathsheba of Uriah's death
	
	
	
	
	

	David married Bathsheba 
	
	
	
	
	

	Nathan confronted David of his sin
	
	
	
	
	

	David recognized his sin against God
	
	
	
	
	

	Nathan told David the consequences of his wrong doing
	
	
	
	
	

	David's repented and asked for God's mercy
	
	
	
	
	

	David and Bathsheba's child died
	
	
	
	
	

	David comforted Bathsheba and she gave birth to Solomon later
	
	
	
	
	


David and Bathsheba – Costly Mistakes

Who were involved in the events and what their roles were

From David’s Point of View

1. Was David involved in each of the steps?

2. What went through his mind?  What do you think he might be thinking of on each decision?

3. What could have he done differently on each step?  What do you think will happen if he made a different choice?

From Messenger’s Pont of View

Messengers to the King were accustomed to doing his bidding.  David tells them to gather information about Bathsheba and then to bring her to him.  Tell the story from their point of view.

1. What was in messengers’ mind?  What did they think about David?  About Bathsheba?

2. What did they do in that time?

3. List the reasons you think that the messengers were doing the right things.

4. List the reasons you think that the messengers were doing the wrong things.

5. What were the messengers supposed to do if you think they were doing the wrong things?

6. What would you do if you were the messenger?

7. What would happen if the messengers were against David’s order?
Summary of David’s Sin  
David’s sin 

· David became the King of Israel.  He gained more power, money, territory but he became less sensitive, humble and responsible than before.

· What did David do wrong?

· What happened to David?  After God blessed him so much, why he did what he did?

Summary

1. David’s sin is deeper than what it appears.

Sin is the opposite of Spirit.  Like Spirit, it will produce fruit of sin

Ex.

Saul:  Anger, Hatred, Violence, Murder

David: Pride, Lust, Adultery, Murder, Coldness, Deaden to sin

2. The center of sin is

Reject the gifts, goodness of God.  Reject God.

Move your heart away from God.  Lost connection to God

Fruit of sin start to grow.

3. Repent

Conviction – accept

Confession – to sin.  Not just admit the wrong doing.

4. Forgiveness comes with a cost
David’s son became the sacrifice of David’s sin like Jesus became the sacrifice of our sin.
 David

A Man After God’s Own Heart
I Samuel Chapters 18 – 31

II Samuel Chapters 1 – 12

Unit II & III Review Questions

1. Jonathan and David’s relationship showed you an example of what a true friendship should be like. Please describe.

Twice Jonathan tested his father to see if it was safe to bring back David to Saul. 19:1-6, 20:1-9, 18-23. Until today, people still take Jonathan and David as the best example of true friendship which shows commitment, loyalty, affection, mutual responsibilities, and sincere love for one another above all. At the time of hopelessness, true friend come to comfort you and help you find strength in God. They also demonstrated the appreciation of each other’s presence.
2. Do you find it easy or hard to form committed, intimate friendships? What aspects of your character and lifestyle get in the way? What can you do about them? To whom can you be the friend as Jonathan was to David? 

Answers may vary.

3. It was because of jealousy that Saul was determined to kill David. How can 

you guard against this sin of envy when it builds up inside of you?

Ask God for help. You may want to talk with another mature Christian about your jealousy and pray about it to ask God to help you to get it over with. Learn to appreciate others’ strength because God makes each one of us with different talents.   
4. What would you do if you were David having the opportunity to kill Saul, your enemy? For years, he drove you out to hide from place to place. Did David spare Saul’s life out of a general forgiving attitude or did he have other reasons? I Sam 26:9-11

David respected Saul’s office as from the Lord.
5. Why David was able to escape from Saul’s hands all those times? Was it because of luck?

God was with him.

Jonathan watched out for him.

People came to join him because they saw him as a good leader.

6. Because of the lie that David made, many priests were killed by Saul. Are you in a situation that seems to call for deceit? What might be the consequences of deceit if you do?

Answers may vary.

7. What significance do you see in David’s concern for his parents? I Sam 22:3-4. Although under great pressure and danger, David found time to help others.

David took time to take care of his family even he himself was in great danger. He was a man of loving care.
8. David was going to kill Nabal’s whole household but Abigail prevented him from doing so. Do you have the necessary courage, humility and love to confront other believers in danger of committing serious mistakes? Have you ever asked God to help you forgive those who have wronged you?

Answers may vary.
9. David went down to Philistine, Israelites’ enemy, to hide from Saul. Was it wrong? In contrast, what did David do at the time of crisis on possibly losing all their families, his and his followers’? I Sam 27:1, I Sam 30:6

When he went down to Philistine, he thought to himself to come up with that decision and ended up with bigger troubles. Yet during the crisis, he looked to God for help and was able to rescue all their families. Whenever we go on our own way without seeking God’s approval, we tumble into unnecessary mistakes. However, God is always there to the rescue when we turn to Him for help.

10. Uzzar who touched the Ark was struck down by God. What lesson can we learn from this?

We should not take God’s commandments lightly. He is pleased to see us follow His ordinances or vice versa. God is our heavenly Father and full of love to us but we also need to learn to fear Him on things we do.
11. Sometimes we are like David wanted to serve God in certain ways but got rejected. He purposed to build God’s temple but not accepted. Can we learn from him on his response? II Sam 7:18-29

Even though he was rejected and disappointed, he was very thankful and grateful that God’s promises to him about his house.
12. David’s attempt on covering up his sin had made things worse. What were they? Have you ever tried to cover your wrongdoings? What was the result?    

He at first urged Uriah to go home to be with his wife. It failed because Uriah was a faithful and committed soldier. The second time, David made him drunk and hoped that he would go home but it did not happen. Eventually, David sent Uriah away with a letter to be delivered to Joab. That was to put Uriah at the front line in the battle. He was killed along with some of the men in David’s army.
13. David, a man after God’s own heart, committed sin of adultery and eventually murder. What do we learn from it?

He was at the peak but failed quickly. During the fall, he was not as shook up as he was used to be. He was relax and did not join the army to fight the enemies. Basically, he was away from God and just enjoyed himself. We pray that we always are in connection with God so that He will keep us from all temptation.  

