                                                             “ ON DEMOCRACY AND RELIGIOUS FREEDOM”             

   Democracy, particularly republican democracy, is the best of all known socio-political systems. It is only in a democracy wherein an individual human being can enjoy and utilize all of his/her known human rights. It is only in a democracy wherein an individual human being can make use of all of his/her known creative powers without being hampered by any powerful human group. In a democracy the social contract between the government and the governed citizens is valid, complete and legal. In a democracy diversity is respected and equality in gaining opportunities, responsibilities and access on various experiences is fully advocated and protected. There is no such thing as absolute equality in the universe. The universe is diverse. The diversity in the universe is a universal law. Hence, absolute equality is an illusion. You can clearly see such diversity in every society of human beings. Some people are fat and some people are thin. Some are interested in trade and industrial gains, while others are interested in direct social services and humanitarian activities. Some like mathematics, while others like the arts. Some are athletic, while others are writers. And so forth, and so on. But all human beings have the same human rights. Hence, it is only natural for human beings to ask equality in gaining opportunities, responsibilities and access on various experiences. And democracy is where human beings can demand and enjoy such equality in gaining opportunities, responsibilities and access on various experiences. Hence, men and women are equal in human rights. Democracy is the only socio-political system that makes sure that every member of the human society is treated with dignity and decency when it comes to gaining justice and the application of legal procedures to any individual human being.         

     Democracy is probably the oldest form of political governance in this world. The earliest human beings may have practiced democracy in their tribes and groups. Election of chiefs and elder legislators may have originated from the earliest human tribes and groups who had never experienced wars, conquests and slavery. Even the earliest nations of this world may have practiced democracy. Despotism and dynastic rules may have been conceived when wars of conquests became prevalent among the earliest human beings. Such wars of conquests might have perfected the system of slavery that curtailed human rights and freedoms. When slavery became prevalent due to such wars of conquests extreme tributes were given to the conquerors and the leaders of such wars of conquests. Such extreme tributes given to the conquerors and their leaders gave way to despotism and dynastic rules. The victorious leaders of such conquests might have strongly imposed certain rules to protect the oppressive system of slavery. Hence, despotism was conceived to protect and promote slavery among the conquered early human beings. It can be said that slavery, despotism and the dynastic rules were conceived out of the early wars of conquests. Democracy was developed peacefully. It can be said that democracy is something inherent and natural to humanity. Despotic and dynastic rules became well-entrenched to many human societies in the ancient times. However, democracy still managed to survive in many human tribes and societies during those ancient times. Ancient Greece, for example, retained the democratic system. Democracy also flourished in ancient Rome for a certain period of time. Ancient Rome passed the torch of democracy to many city-states of Italy during the Medieval Period. The so-called Age of Enlightenment promoted a revival of interests for democracy during the 17th and 18th centuries A.D.. Such interests were developed due to the success of limited democracy in Holland, Britain and Switzerland during those times. When democracy was finally accepted as the official socio-political system in the United States right after the American War of Independence many nations around the world were democratized one by one. Democracy became the official socio-political system of so many nations during the 19th and the 20th centuries. I can safely say now in the beginning of the 21st century that the majority of nations in this world are governed democratically. But there is a need to promote democracy to all parts of this world. I can say that there is a need to abolish despotism around the world. Slavery was once thought to be unavoidable. But the social reformers of the past times were able to abolish slavery globally. If slavery was globally abolished in this world, then despotism can also be globally abolished now! But despotism should be globally abolished through peaceful methods. The use of righteous war as an instrument to democratize a nation or nations or a world or worlds is limited only on justifiable reasons and a real need for a self-defense mechanism. While the use of peaceful methods in introducing changes in socio-political structures has no limitations and is adaptable to all conditions. The use of peaceful methods in introducing changes in the socio-political structures is something inherent and natural to all human beings. Actually, peaceful ways of changing social systems and socio-political conditions are the only methods of introducing social and political changes which are acceptable to the  Lord God and the Divinity. All dictatorships are all despotic regimes. Therefore, all dictatorships should be dismantled through peaceful methods. The citizens of the countries where there are dictatorships are the ones who should struggle peacefully to gain democracy for their countries and peoples. Foreigners should only give moral support and financial assistance to such peaceful struggles for democracy.

       Many dictators and despotic leaders around this world are pursuing the illusion of absolute equality for their citizens. But pursuing such an illusion goes against the natural and universal laws regarding diversity. Hence, the former Soviet Union was simply dismantled due to such an illusion which can not be realized. There will always be a hierarchy of leaders in every organization of this world’s present set-up. That is why equal distribution of wealth is just an illusion. The same is true regarding with religious bigotry. Religious bigots can not and will not create a world with just one religion. That is going against the reality of diversity in the universe. Having a world with just one religion is simply an illusion and can not be realized. A human being having religious freedom is the natural way. All true religions are pathways of human beings in gaining salvation towards eternal lives. Salvation is a free gift from the Lord God and the Divinity. Salvation is given freely to those human beings who have strong faith in the Lord God and the Divinity. My religious beliefs are combinations of religious beliefs from Hinduism, Taoism, Judaism, Islam and Christianity. I believe in goodness and holiness. I also believe in reincarnations and karmas. I believe that there will be a Judgment Day. I believe that human beings, like me, can have eternal lives by gaining personal salvation through faith in the Lord God and the Divinity. Having a religion or religious beliefs is natural and universal. Some dictatorial and despotic rulers who were once atheistic had failed miserably to convince their “governed” countrymen and countrywomen to adhere to their atheistic beliefs. Instead, their governed countrymen and countrywomen continued having religious beliefs and practices. And the atheistic and despotic rulers were the ones who were convinced by their governed countrymen and countrywomen to leave their atheistic beliefs and worship the Lord God and the Divinity through religion and religious beliefs. In fact, such despotic rulers became religious and altogether left atheism. They were even convinced by their governed countrymen and countrywomen to give way to democracy. And such despotic leaders gave way to democracy. Such events really took place in some Eastern European countries before and during the collapse of the communist regimes there in Eastern Europe. Having religion and religious beliefs is really natural and universal.

     There should really be a movement that will peacefully and globally abolish despotism in this world. Such a movement should be called “abrogationist alliance”. Such an alliance should be an international and a multisectoral organization. All dictatorships are all despotic regimes. Despotism is oppressive because it violates and curtails human rights. Despotism makes the “social contract” invalid and represses individual creativity by subjugating an individual human being’s freedoms and bill of rights and obligations. Despotism also regulates religious freedom up to the point of limiting or suppressing the “other” religions or all religions. Hence, despotism goes against the flow of natural and universal laws. So there is a need to globally abolish all types of dictatorships in this world through peaceful methods. The “abrogationists” , which was taken from the word abrogation, should be the modern “abolitionists” who would struggle peacefully to democratize this whole world. The “abolitionists” were able to globally abolish slavery. The “abrogationists” should work out plans now in how to globally abolish all types of dictatorships through peaceful means. 

     The U.N. Administration should also promote global democratization. The U.N. would be the seed for a future global or planetary government. The U.N. itself should also be democratized so that all the nations of this world would have equal opportunities for U.N. seats and decision-making processes. Our modern world needs a common defense-mechanism in such cases as outbreaks of new diseases, global calamities and space accidents like huge meteors and giant comets colliding with our planet Earth. And there is also a need to address such global issues like global poverty and the debt-relief program for all the poor countries of this world. The U.N. itself needs democratization. 

     Democracy is open to all new economic systems that may replace capitalism in the near future. There is no doubt that capitalism is the most workable and the most practical economic system in this modern world. Capitalism is compatible with democracy because individual human initiatives are respected and rewarded in the capitalist system. But democracy is open to all new economic ideologies that may replace capitalism in the future. The socialists must prove to this world that socialism can be compatible with democracy and that socialism can be introduced into a society or a nation through peaceful and constitutional means. Limited forms of socialism are working in such democratic countries like Norway, Sweden, New Zealand, Denmark and even France. Democracy is the best of all possible socio-political systems in this world. Democracy is natural and universal.                                              

